— 


— ! de 


. 
Printed for John 


. rn 
) L iy 
| | TT, II | | T T > 
' 1 L 4 1441 1 14 ' \ Th ' | 4 | 1k i * . 
[ ' | k p : 11 7 1 11 | 4h 4 1 11 I 1 
- \ 4 - : 
( 7 7 [ 1 l 4 - | Th 1 * 1 9 1 / | ) 1 Y 80 
| - — f ' (| 1 \ =, 
G | \ , : 5 ( 4 ' 2 
Mete III | 114: | _—_ 14 
* ALL — Nan. A 1 v1 | = 
WH ee N 
| | | | 1. \ | ih 
L 77 i 5 7 li } | 8 
1 Wl Ow 40 | | | N 
1 1 A 41; 11 \ f nd 
OO WL OO | | HIT} . 
\ WADI IM [ 
1145 ty MELON May 1711 
) 4 "uu, [ 
4 11 l : N 4 * 
1 1 N 
19 ) { \ . fl ( 'T 1 = 
177 / / NUT 
1 ( 5 LU . 
100 \ 0 | i 14 2 
"| 4 V) | 1 
f ” po" ' p 1 8 
4 f 0 1191 
, WILL „ 4 
4 / | * * £ 
- Y Th : y 4 
2 8 | | i x 
2 A , f { : N 2 
U 1 A : | : 
WY : , \ af * 
4 J < 
N WW | Ain 
, gn 
oy WIT: 
44 
W 
\ 4 N 8 N \ — 
„ 11 . ” 1 
I | | 1 | 
\ \ #7 i a %%% n : | = 
| 10 7 1 he ' 4) 
. | 4 1 1 4 * ( "14 4 | 5 
1 WT 0 N Z 
Tal | 
| 18: 
i Is [ 1 ö — 
þ { | | A U nh 4 un 1 7 \ 
} | [ ' | | \ } : , f 8 
17 \ 0 T0 
11 \ ' : 
| \ l | | | l l l : 4 ih | } — 
! \ i | : [| LI m An \ | 5 i ſ \ wy 
„ 111 - * TTY G þ ___—_ l ' : þ : | l l & 
14 i} ö under \ q! 
* * = T { | | | | 
f 7 " l . ) of © 
1 111 189 1 7 1 E 
4 ) 


— 


— ! de 


. 
Printed for John 


. rn 
) L iy 
| | TT, II | | T T > 
' 1 L 4 1441 1 14 ' \ Th ' | 4 | 1k i * . 
[ ' | k p : 11 7 1 11 | 4h 4 1 11 I 1 
- \ 4 - : 
( 7 7 [ 1 l 4 - | Th 1 * 1 9 1 / | ) 1 Y 80 
| - — f ' (| 1 \ =, 
G | \ , : 5 ( 4 ' 2 
Mete III | 114: | _—_ 14 
* ALL — Nan. A 1 v1 | = 
WH ee N 
| | | | 1. \ | ih 
L 77 i 5 7 li } | 8 
1 Wl Ow 40 | | | N 
1 1 A 41; 11 \ f nd 
OO WL OO | | HIT} . 
\ WADI IM [ 
1145 ty MELON May 1711 
) 4 "uu, [ 
4 11 l : N 4 * 
1 1 N 
19 ) { \ . fl ( 'T 1 = 
177 / / NUT 
1 ( 5 LU . 
100 \ 0 | i 14 2 
"| 4 V) | 1 
f ” po" ' p 1 8 
4 f 0 1191 
, WILL „ 4 
4 / | * * £ 
- Y Th : y 4 
2 8 | | i x 
2 A , f { : N 2 
U 1 A : | : 
WY : , \ af * 
4 J < 
N WW | Ain 
, gn 
oy WIT: 
44 
W 
\ 4 N 8 N \ — 
„ 11 . ” 1 
I | | 1 | 
\ \ #7 i a %%% n : | = 
| 10 7 1 he ' 4) 
. | 4 1 1 4 * ( "14 4 | 5 
1 WT 0 N Z 
Tal | 
| 18: 
i Is [ 1 ö — 
þ { | | A U nh 4 un 1 7 \ 
} | [ ' | | \ } : , f 8 
17 \ 0 T0 
11 \ ' : 
| \ l | | | l l l : 4 ih | } — 
! \ i | : [| LI m An \ | 5 i ſ \ wy 
„ 111 - * TTY G þ ___—_ l ' : þ : | l l & 
14 i} ö under \ q! 
* * = T { | | | | 
f 7 " l . ) of © 
1 111 189 1 7 1 E 
4 ) 


> 


” 


ow 


+ —<y 


BELLS EDITION 
The POETS of GREAT BRITAIN 
COMPLETE, FROM 


CHAUCER to CHURCHILL 


— — 2 
27 


r 


— 
wa 


— 


— 


—— = 
— —D M 


— 


= 
of 


CG rei M 
Somd 
|| Jacter fab * 
Anglia Mil, <- _— 
u. tat utrique parem , 


14 
4 
* 

** 
1 
$ 
* 

; 

* 

* 

on 
. 

] 

» 
. 

1 

9 


— — — . Se — 


m_ — 


—— — — — — 


Cui mens divinior atque os 
_ ſonaturum, des nominis 


2 


T . 
Printed for John Bell near E xeter Exchange Strand London March iy. 


_ A. •— —— — 4 Co * 


— ee term tn — — — com 


JC 


T1 


ITI 


CRI 


AT 


THE 


POETICAL WO RRS 


JOHN MIL TON. 


F R O NM 


THE TEXT OF DR. NEV TON. 
IN FOUR VOLUMES, 


WITH THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR, 


AND A 
CRITISUE ON PARADISE L0ST, 


BY JOSEPH ADDISON, ESQ, 


VOL. II. 


_ EDINBURG: 


ar rut Apollo Jets, By rug MARTINS. 
Anno 1776. 


TH 
AT T 


Cedirc 1 


PARADISE LOST, 


A POEM IN TWELVE BOOKS, 


THE AUTHOR 


JOHN MILTON. 


FR OM 


THE TEXT OF DR. NEWTON, 


IN Two VoLUMES,. 
Ceditc Roman! ſcriptores, cedite Grali ! Propert. 


VOL. n. 


E DIN BURG: 


AT Tur Apollo Pꝛeſs, By Tur MARTINS, 


Anno 1776. 


| | Raphael co 
it to battel 
| F and his pc 
engins, w 
a ſome di ſo 
ö both the f 
God on th 
the glory 
the place 
with his « 
purſues t 


openiny, ! 
puniſhme 
triumph 


ALL nj; 
| Through 
| Wak'd b. 
= Unbarr'd 
| Within t! 
| ; Where li; 

Lodgean 
q Grateful 
| | Light iſh 
i | - Obſequio 
"lt  Tovellth 
deem twi 


"rich as i 


PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VI. © 


The Argument, 


Raphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel were ſent forth 
to battel againſt Satan and his angels. The grſt fight deſcrib'd: Satan 
and his powers retire under night: he calls a council, invents deviliſn 
engins, which in the ſecond day's fight put Michael and his angels to 
ſome diſorder: but they at length pulling up mountains overwhelm'd 
both the force and machines of Satan: yet the tumult not ſo ending, 
God on the third day ſends Meſſiah his Jon, for whom he had reſerv'd 
the glory of that victory: he in the power of his Father coming to 
the place, and canſmg all his legion to ſtand ſtill on either fide, 
with his chariot and thunder driving into the midſt of his enemicy 
purſues them unable to reſiſt towards the wall of Heaven; which 
openiny, they leap down with horror and confation into the place of 
puniſhment prepar'd for them in the Deep : Medliah returns with 
triumph to his Father, 


ALL night the dreadleſs angel unpurſued 
Through Heav'n's wide champain held his way; till 
Wak'd by the circling Hours, with roſy hand [Morn, 
Unbarr'd the gates of Light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, faſt by his throne, 5 
Where light and darkneſs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diſlodge by turns, hich makes thro'Heav'n 
Grateful viciflitude, like day and night; 
Light iſſues forth, and at the other door 
Obſcquious Darkneſs enters, till her hour ro 
Jo veil the Heav'n, though darkneſs there might well 
deem twilight here: and now went forth the Morn 
nch as in higheſt Heav'n, array d in gold 
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Empyreal; from before her vaniſh'd Night, 

ghot through with orient beams; when all the plain 

Cover d with thick imbattel'd ſquadrons bright, 16 

Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery ſteeds 

Reflecting blaze on blaze, firſt met his view: 

War he percew'd, war in procinct, and found 

Alrcady known what he for news had thought 20 

'To have reported : gladly then he mix'd 

Among thoſe friendly powers, who him receiv'd 

With joy and acclamations loud, that one, 

That of ſo many myriads fall'n, yet one 

Return'd not loft: on to the Sacred Hill 25 

They led him high applauded, and preſent 

Before the feat ſupreme; from whence a voice 

From midſt a golden cloud thus mild was heard. 
Servant of God, well done, well haſt thou fought 

The better fight, who ſingle baſt maintain'd 30 

Againſt revolted multitudes the cauſe 

Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms; 

And for the teſtimony” of truth haſt borne 

Univerſal reproach, far worſe to bear 

Than violence; for this was all thy care 33 

To ſtand approv'd in fight of God, though worlds 

Judg'd thee perverſe: the eaſier conqueſt now 

Remains thee, aided by this hoſt of friends, 

Back on thy ſoes more glorious to return 

Than fcorn'd thou didſt depart, and to ſubdue 40 

By ſorce, who reaſon for their law refuſe, 
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Right reaſon for their law, and for thcir king 
Meſſiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go Michael of celeſtial armies prince, 
And thou in military proweſs next 
Gabriel, lead forth to battel theſe my ſons 
Invincible, lead forth my armed ſaints 
By thouſands and by millions rang'd for fight, 
Equal in number to that godleſs crew 
Rebellious ; them with fire and hoſtile arms 
Fearleſs aſſault, and to the brow of Heav'n 
Purſuing drive them out from God and bliſs 
Into their place of puniſhment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall. 

So ſpake the ſovran Voice, and clouds began 
Ta darken all the hill, and ſmoke to roll 
In duſky wreaths, reluctant flames, the ſign 
Of wrath awak'd; nor with leſs dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high gan blow: 
At which command the powers militant, 


That ſtood for Heav'n, in mighty quadrate join'd 


Of union irreſiſtible, mov'd on 

In filence their bright legions, to the ſound 
Of inſtrumental harmony, that breath'd 
Heroic ardor to advent'rous deeds 

Under their god-like leaders, in the cauſe 
Of God and his Meſſiah. On they move 
Indiffolubly firm; nor obvious hill, 
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Nor ſtrait*ning vale, nor wood, nor ftream divides 70 
Their perfect ranks; for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the paſſive air upbore 

Their nimble tread; as when the total kind 

Of birds, in orderly array on wing, 

Came ſummon'd over Eden to receive 75 
Their names of thee; ſo over many a tract 

Of Heav'n they march'd, and many a province wide 
'Tenfold the length of this terrene: at laſt 

Far in th' horizon to the North appear'd 

From ſkirt to ſkirt a fiery region, ſtretch'd 80 
In battailous aſpect, and nearer view 

Briſtled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid ſpears, and helmets throng'd, and ſhields 
Various, with boaſtful argument portray'd, 

The banded powers of Satan haſting on 85 
With furious expedition; for they ween'd 

That ſelf-ſame day by fight, or dy ſurpriſe, 

To win the Mount of God, and on his throne 

To ſet the Envier of his ſtate, the proud 

Aſpirer, but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 90 
In the mid-way : though ſtrange to us it ſeem'd 

At firſt, that angel ſhould with angel war, 

And in fierce hoſting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in feſtivals of joy and love 

Unanimovs, as ſons of one great Sire 95 
Hymning th' eternal Father: but the ſhout 

Of battel now began, and ruſhing ſound 
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Of onſet ended ſoon each milder thought. 
High in the midſt exalted as a god | 
Th' Apoſtate in his fan-bright chariot ſat, ' 100 
Idol of majeſty divine, inclos'd 

With flaming cherubim and golden fhields 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
Twixt hoſt and hoſt but narrow ſpace was left, 

A dreadful interval, and front to front 105 
Preſented ſtood in terrible array | 
Of hideous length: before the cloudy van, 

On the rough edge of battel ere it join'd, 

Satan with vaſt and haughty ſtrides advanc'd 

Came towring, arm'd in adamant and gold; 110 
Abdiel that ſight endur'd not, where he ſtood f 
Among the mightieſt, bent on higheſt deeds, 

And thus his own: undaunted heart explores. 

O Heav'n ! that fuch reſemblance of the Higheſt 
Should yet remain, where faith and reälty 115 
Remain not: wherefore fnould not ftrength and might 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakeſt prove 
Where boldeſt, though to ſight unconquerable ? 

His puiſſance, truſting in th' Almighty's aid, 

I mean to try, whoſe reaſon I have try'd 120 
Unſound and falſe; nor is it ought but juſt, 

That he who, in debate of truth hath won 

Should win in arms, in both diſputes alike 

Victor; though brutiſh that conteſt and foul, 
When Reaſon hath to deal with Force, yet fo 
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Moſt reaſon is that Reaſon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 

Forth ſtepping oppoſit, half way he met 

His daring foe, at this prevention more 

Incens'd, and thus ſecurely him defy'd. 130 
Proud; art thou met ? thy hope was to have teach'd 

The highth of thy aſpiring unoppos'd, 

The throne of God unguarded, and his ſide 

Abandon'd at the terror of thy power 

Or potent tongue: fool, not to think how vain 135 

Againſt th' Omnipotent to riſe in arms; 

Who out of ſmalleſt things could without end 

Have rais'd inceſſant armies to defeat 

Thy folly; or with ſolitary hang 

Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow I40 

Unaided could have finiſh'd thee, and whelm'd 

Thy legions under darkneſs : but thou ſeeſt 

All are not of thy train; there be who faith 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee not viſible, when I alone 145 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to diſſent 

From all: my ſe& thou ſeeſt; now learn too late 

How few ſometimes may know, when thouſands err. 
Whem the grand Foe with ſcornful eye aſkance 

Thus anſwer'd. Ill for thee, but in wiſh'd hour 150 

Of my revenge, firſt ſought for thou return'ſt 

From flight, fditious angel, to receive 


Thy merited reward, the firſt aſſay 
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Of this right hand provok d, ſince firſt that tongue 
Inſpir'd with contradiction durſt oppoſe 145 
A third part of the gods, in ſynod met | 
Their deities to aſſert, who while they feel 
Vigor divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou cont 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 1560 
From me ſome plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 
Deſtruction to the reſt: this pauſe between 
(Unanſwer'd leſt thou boaſt) to let thee know; 
At firft I thought that Liberty and Heav'n 
To heav'nly fouls had been all one; but now 165 
I ſee that moſt through Noth had rather ſerve, 
Miniſtring ſpi'rits, train'd up in feaſt and ſong; 
Such haſt thou arm'd, the minſtrelfy of Heav'n, 
Servility with Freedom to contend, 
As both their deeds compar'd this day ſhall prove. 170 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply'd. 
Apoſtate, ſtill thou err'ſt, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of Truth remote: 
Unjuſtly thou deprav'ſt it with the name 
Of Servitude to ſerve whom God ordains, T75 
Or Nature: God and Nature bid the fame, 
When he who rules is worthieſt, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is ſervitude, 
To ſerve th” unwiſe, or him who hath rebell'd 
Againſt his worthier, as thine now ſerve thee, 129 
Abyſelf not free, but to thyſelf inthrall'd ; 
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Vet lewdly dar'ſt our miniſtring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom; let me ſerve 
In Heav'n God ever bleſt; and his divine | 
Beheſts obey, wotthieſt to be-obey'd; '* 185 
Yet chains in Hell, not realms expect: mean while 
From me return d, as erſt thou ſaidſt, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious creſt receive. 
So fay'ing, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but fo ſwift with tempeſt fell 190 
On the proud creſt of Satan, that no ſight, 
Nor motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his ſhield 
Such ruin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd; the tenth on bended knee 
His maſly ſpear upſtay'd; as if on earth I95 
Winds under ground, or waters forcing way 
Sidelong had puſh'd a mountain from his ſeat 
Half ſunk with all his pines. Amazement ſeis'd 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage to ſee 
Thus foil'd their mightieſt; ours joy fill'd, and ſhout, 
Preſage of victory, and fierce deſire” - 201 
Of battel : whereat Michael bid ſound 
'Th* arch- angel trumpet; through the vaſt of Heav'n 
It ſounded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hoſanna to the High'eſt: nor ſtood at gaze 205 
The adverſe legions, nor leſs hideous join'd 
The harrid ſhock : now ſtorming fury roſe, 
And clamor ſuch as heard in Heav'n till now 
Was never; arms on armour claſhing bray'd 
- 
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Horrible diſcord, and the madding:wheels © 210 
Of brazen chariots rag'd; dire was the noiſe 
Gf conflict; over head the diſmal hiſs 
Of fiery darts in flaming volies flew, 
And flying vaulted either hoſt wth fire. 
So under; fiery. cope together rulh'd 215 
Both battels main, with ruinous aſſault 
And inextinguiſhable rage; all Heav'a 
Reſounded, and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her center ſhook. What wonder? when 
Millions of fire-encount'ring angels fought 220 
On either ſide, the leaſt of whom could wicid 
Theſe elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much mere of power 
Army' againſt army numberleſs to raiſe 
Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 225 
Though not deſtroy, their happy native ſcat; 
Had not th' eternal King omaipotent 
From his ſtrong hold of Heav'n high over-rul'd 
And limited their might; though number'd ſuch 
As each divided legion might have ſcem'd 230 
A numerous hoſt, in ſtrength each armed hand 
A legion, led in fight yet leader feem'd 
Each warrior ſingle as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or ſtand, or turn the ſway 
Of battel, open when, and when to cloſe 235 
The ridges of grim War : no thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming decd 
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14 PARADISE LOST: Book VI, 
That argued fear; each on himſelf rely d, 
As only in his arm the moment lay | 


Of victory: deeds of eternal fame 240 


Were done, but infinite; for wide was ſpread 

That war and various, ſometimes on firm ground 

A ſtanding fight, then ſoaring on main wing 
'Formented all the air; all air ſeem' d then 
Conflicting fire: long time in even ſcale 2245 
The battel hung; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had ſhown, and met in arms 

No equal, ranging through the dire attack 

Of fighting ſeraphim confus'd, at length 249 
Saw where the ſword of Michael ſmote, and fell'd 
Squadrons at once; with hnge two-handed ſway 
Brandiſh'd aloft the horrid edge came down 

Wide wafting; ſuch deſtruction to withſtand 

He haſted, and oppos'd the rocky orb - 

Of tenfold adamant, his ample ſhield, > 255 
A vaſt cireumference : at his/approach 

The great arch- angel from his warlike toil 
Surceas'd, and glad, as hoping here to end 

Inteſtin war in Heav'n, th' Arch-foe ſubdu'd 

Or captive dragg d in chains, with hoſtile frown 260 
And viſage all inflam'd firft thus began. 

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnam'd in Heav'n, now plenteous; as thou ſeeſt 
Theſe acts of hateful ſtrife, trateful to all, 

Though heavieſt by juſt meaſure on thyſelf 265 


Back VI, PARADISE LOST, 15 


And thy adherents: how haſt thou diſturb'd 
Heav'n's bleſſed peace, and into Nature We 
Miſery, uncreated till the ccinmnmm 
Of thy rebellion 2 how haſt thou inſtill'd 
Thy malice into thouſands, once upright. 270 
And faithful, now proy'd falſe? But think not here 
To trouble holy reſt; Heay'n caſts thee ot 
From all her confines. Heav'n the feat of bliſs 
Brooks not the works of Violence and War. 
Hence then, and evil. go with thee along, 275 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil, Hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew; there mingle broils, 
Ere this avengiog Gord begin thy doom, 
Or ſome more ſudden vengearice wing'd from God 
Pregipitate thee with augmented pain. 280 
So ſpake the Prince of angels; to whom thus 

'The Adverfary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canſt not. Haſt thou turn'd the leaſt of theſe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they riſe 285 
Unvanquiſh'd, eaſier to tranſact with me 
That thou ſnhouldſt hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chaſe me hence ? ger not that ſo ſhall end 
The ſtrife which thou call'ſt Evil, but we tile 
The Strife of Glory; which we mean to win, 299 
Or turn this Heav'n itſelf into the Hell 
'Thou fableſt, here however to dwell free, 
If not to reign; mean while thy utmoſt force, 

Bij 
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And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have ſought thee far and nigh. 


295 


They ended parle, and both addreſs'd for fight 


Unſpeakable; for who, though with the tongue 
Of angels, can relate, or to what things 

Liken on earth conſpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to ſuch highthr | 

Of godlike power? for likeſt gods they ſeem'd, 
Stood they or mov'd, in ſtature, motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heav'n. 

Now wav'd their fiery ſwords, and in the air 


300 


Made horrid circles; two broad funs their ſhields 305 


Blaz'd oppoſit, whike Expectation ftood 
In horrer; from eack hand with fpeed retir d, 


Where erſt was thickeſt fight, th' angelie throng, 


And left large field, unſafe within the wind 
Of ſuch commotion ; ſuch as, to fet forth 


310 


Great things by fmall, if Nature's concord broke, 


Among the comſtellations war were ſprung, 
Tuo planets ruſhing from aſpëct maligne 
Of fierceſt oppoſition in mid ſky 


Should combat, and their jarring ſpheres confound. 


Together both with next to' almighty arm 
Up-lifted imminent, one ſtroke they aim'd 
"Fhat might determin, and not need repeat, 
As not of power at once; nor odds appear d 
In might or ſwift prevention: but the ſword 
Of Mishael from the armoury of God 
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Was giv'n him temper d ſo, that neither keen 

Nor ſolid might reſiſt that edge: it met 

The ſword of Satan with ſteep force to ſmite 
Deſcending, and in half cut ſheer; nor ſtay d, 325 
But with ſwift wheel reverſe, deep entring ſhar d 
All his right ſide: then Satan firſt knew pain, 

And writh'd him to and fro convolv d; fo fore 

The griding ſword with diſcontinuous wound 

Paſs'd through him: but th' ethereal ſubſtance clos'd, 
Not long diviſible; and from the gaſh . 331 
A ſtream of necta rous humor iſſuing flow d 
Sanguin, ſuch as celeſtial ſpi'rits may bleed, 

And all his armour ſtain'd ere while fo bright. 
Forthwith on all ſides to his aid was run 335 
By angels many and ſtrong, who ipterpos'd. 
Defenſe, while others bore him on their ſhields 
Back to his chariot, where it ſtood retir d 

From off the files of. war; there they him laid 
Gnaſhing ſor anguiſh and deſpite and ſhame, 340 
To find himſelf not matchleſs, and his pride 
Humbled by ſuch rebuke, fa far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet ſoon he heal'd; for ſpi'rits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man +  * 248 
In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins, 
Cannot but by annihilating die; 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air: 
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All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 
All intelle&, all ſenſe; and as they pleaſe, 

They limb themſees, and color, ſhape or ſize 
Aſſume, as kes them beſt, condenſe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deſerv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 
And with fierce enſigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch furious king; who him defy'd, 

And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
'Threaten'd, nor from the Holy One of Heav'n 
Refrain'd his tongue blaſphemous; but anon 360 
Down cloven to the waſte, with ſhatter'd arms 

And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe, 

'Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd, 
Vanquiſh'd Adramelech and Aſmadai, 365 
Two potent thrones, that to be leſs than gods 
Diſdain'd, but meaner thoughts learn'd in their flight, 
Mangled with ghaſtly wounds through plate and mail. 
Nor ſtood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 

The athieſt crew, but with redoubled blow 370 
Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 

Of Ramiel ſcorch'd and blaſted overthrew. 

might relate of thouſands, and their names 
Eternize here on Earth; but thoſe elet 

Angels, contented with their fame in Heav'n, 375 
geek not the praiſe of men: the other ſort, 9 
ia might though wondrous and in acts of war, 
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Nor of renown leſs eager, yet by doom 

Cancel'd from Heav'n and facred Memory, 

Nameleſs in dark Oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For ſtrength from truth divided and from juſt, 

Illaudable, nought merits but diſpraiſe 

And ignominy, yet to glory aſpires 

Vain-glorious, and through infamy ſeeks fame: 

Therefore eternal ſilence be their doom. 385 
And now their mightieſt quell d, the battel ſwerv d, 

With many an inroad gor d; deformed Rout 

Enter'd, and foul Diſorder; all the ground 

With ſhiver'd armour ſtrown, and on a heap 

Chariot and charioteer lay overturn'd, 390 

And fiery foaming ſteeds; what ſtood, recoil'd 

O'er-wearied, through the faint Satanic hoſt 

Defenſive ſcarce, or with pale Fear furpris'd, 

Then firſt with fear ſarpris'd and ſenſe of pain 

Fled ignominious, to ſach evil brought 395 

By ſin of diſobedience, till that hour 

Not liable to fear or flight or pain. 

Far otherwiſe th' inviolable ſaints 

In cubic phalanx firm advane'd entire, 

Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd ; _ 400 

Such high advantages their innocence 11 

Gave them above their foes; not to have ſinn'd, 

Not to have diſohey d; in fight they ſtood 

Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd | 404 

By wound, though from their place by violence mov d. 
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Now Night her courſe began, and over Heav'n 
Inducing darkneſs, grateful truce impos d, 
And ſilence on the odious din of War: 
Under her cloudy eovert both retir d, 
Victor and vanquilſh'd : on the — field 410 
Michael and his angels prevalent 
Incamping, placd in guard their watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires: on th' other part 
Satan with his rebellious diſappear d, 
Far in the dark diſlodg'd: and void of reſt,, 415 
His Potentates to council call'd by night; 
And in the midſt thns undiſmay'd began. 

O now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
Not to be overpower'd, Companions dear, 
Fcund worthy not af liberty alone, 420 
Too mean pretence, but what we more affect, 
Honor, dominion, glory and renoy n; 
Who have ſuſtain'done day in doubtful gte 
(And if one day, why nat eternal days?) 
What Heaven's Lord had powerfulleſt to end 425 
Againſt us from about his throne, e e 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, 


But proves not ſo: then fallible, it Pane | 
Of future we may deem him, though till now : | 
Omniſcient thought. True is, leſs firmly:arm'd, 430 
Some diſadvantage we indur d and pain, 
Till now not known, but known as ſoon contemn'd; 
Since now we find this pur empyreal form 
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Incapable of mortal injury, | f 
Imperiſhable, and though pier d with odd, 435 
Soon cloſing, and by native vigor heal'd. 125 

Of evil then ſo ſmall as eaſy think 

The remedy; perhaps more valid arms, 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 9 

May ſerve to better us, and worſe our foes, 440 

Or equal what between us made the'odds, 

In nature none: if other hidden cauſe 

Left them ſuperior, while we can preſerve 

Unhurt dur minds and underſtanding ſound, 

Due ſearch and conſultation will diſcloſe. 445 
He ſat; and in th' aſſembly next upſtood 

Niſroch, of principalities the primae; 

As one he ſtood eſeap'd from cruel fight, 

Sore toil, his riven arms to havoc hewn, 

And cloudy in aſpe@ thus anſw'ring ſpake. 450 

Deliverer from new lords, leader to free 

Enjoyment of our right as gods; yet' hard 

For gods, and too unequal work we find, 

Againſt unequal arms to fight in pain, 

Againſt unpain'd, impaſſive; from which evil 455 

Ruin muſt needs enſue ; for what avails 

Valor or ſtrength, though matchleſs, quelFd with pain 

Which all ſubdues, and makes remiſs the hands 

Of mightieſt ? Senſe of pleaſure we may well 

Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 460 

But live content, which is the calmeſt life: 
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But pain is perfect miſery, the — m 
Of evils, and exceſũve, overturns di 
All patience., He who therefore: enn invent | 
With what more forcible we may offend: 465 
Our yet unwounded enemies, or amm 
Ourſelves with like defenſe, to me deſerves i 
No leſs than for,deliverance what we owe. 
Whereto, with look compos' d Satan; reply d. 

Not uninvented that, which thou arighnt 470 
Believ'ſt ſo main to our ſucceſs, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright ſurface 

Of this ethereous mold whereon we ſtand, vi | 
This continent of ſpacious Heav 'n, adorn d 

With plant, fruit, flow'r ambroſial; gems and gold ; 
Whoſe eye ſo ſuperficially ſurveys 476 
Theſe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude, _ 
Of ſpiritous and fiery ſpume, till touch d 

With Heav'n's ray, and-temper'd they ſhoot forth 
So beauteous, op ning to the ambient light? 487 
Theſe in their dark mativity the deep 
Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame; 

Which into hollow engins long and: round . 

Thick ramm d, at th other bore with: towed of las 
Dilated ard ipfuriate,.ſball ſend forth | 486 
From far with thund' ring noiſe among our — 
Such implements of miſchief, as ſhall daſh - 

To pieces, and o erwhelm whatever ſtands 
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Adverſe, that they ſhall fear we have diſarm'd 490 

The Thund'rer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long ſhall be our labor; yet ere daun, 

Effet ſhall end our wiſh. Mean while revive; 

Abandon fear; to ſtrength and counſel join'd 

Think nothing hard, much leſs to be deſpair d. 495 
He ended, and his words their drooping cheer | 

Inlighten'd, and their languiſh'd hope reviy'd. 

Th' invention all admir'd, and each; how he 

To be th' inventor'miſs'd;' ſo eaſy it ſeemd 499 

Once found, which yet unfound moſt would have 

Impoſſible: yet haply of thy race thought 

In future days, if malice fhould abound, - 

Some one intent on miſehief, or inſpir d 

With deviliſh machination, might deviſe 

Like inſtrument to plague the ſons of men 503 

For ſin, on war and mutual ſlaughter bent. 

Forthwith from council to the work they flew; 

None arguing ſtood ; innumerable hands 

Were ready; in a moment up they turn d 

Wide the celeſtial foil, and ſaw beneath $10 

Th' originals of Nature in their crude” - | 

Conception; ſulphurous and nitrous foam 

They found, they mingled, and with ſubtle art, 

Concocted and aduſted they reduc d 

To blackeſt grain, and into ſtore convey d? 51g 

Part hidden veins digg d up (nor hath this earth 

Entrails unlike) of mineral and ſtone, 
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Whereof to found their engins and their balls 


Of miſlive ruin; part-incentive reed 

Provide, perniclous;with one touch to fret 520 
So all ere day-ſpring,under conſcious — hap 

Secret they finiſh'd, and in order ſet, 

With ſilent eitcumſpection uneſpy d. 

Now when fair Morn orient in Heav'n appear'd, 
Up roſe the victor angels, and to arme 525 
The matin trumpet ſung: in arms they ſtood | 
Of golden panoply, refulgent a, ens 
Soon banded; others from the dawning hills 
Look d round, and ſeouts each coaſt light-armed ſcour, 
Each quarter, to deſcry the diſtant foe, 530 
Where lodg d, or whether fled, or if for fght, 

In motion or in halt: him ſoon they met 

Under ſpread enſigns moving nigh, in flow 

But firm battalion; back with ſpeedieſt fail 

Zophiel, of cherubim the ſwifteſt wing, 535 
Came fly'ing, and in mid air aloud thus cry'd. 

Arm, Warriors, arm for fight; the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long purſuit 
This day; fear not his flight ; ſo thick a cloud 
He comes, and ſettled in his face I ſee 540 
Sad Reſolution and ſecure : let each 
His adamantin coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe faſt his orbed ſhield, 

Borne ev'n or high; for this day will pour down, 
If I conjecture ought, no drizzling ſhower, 545 
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But rattling ſtorm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So warn'd he them aware themſelyes, and ben 
In order, quit of all impediment; | AVH Hh 
Inſtant without. diſturbs they e neob ul 
And onward moved imbattel d: when behold - 550 - 
Not diſtant far with heavy pace the fo: 
Approaching groſs and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his deviliſh enginry, impal'& © 
On every ſide with ſhadowing ſquadrons deep, 
To hide the fraud. At interview both ſtood.” 555 
A while; but ſuddenly at head appeared 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud. 

Vanguard, to right and leſt the front unfold; 
That all may ſee who hate us, how we ſeek | 
Peace and compoſure, and with open breaſt 560 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like - 

Our overture; and turn not back perverſe; 

But that I doubt; however witneſs Heav'n, 

Heav'n witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 
Freely our part; ye who appointed ſtand; - 565 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 

What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 

So ſcoffing in ambiguous words, he ſcarce 
Had ended; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retir dl? 570 
Which to our eyes diſcover d, new and ſtrange, 

A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars moſt they ſeem d, 
Volume II. C 
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Or hollow'd' bodies made of oak or fir, 
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell'd) 575 


' Braſs, iron, ſtony mold, had not their mouths 


With hideous, orifice gap'd on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce: at each behind | 

A ſeraph ſtood, and in his hand a reed 

Stood waving tipt with fire; while we ſuſpenſe 580 
Collected ſtood within our thoughts amns'd, 

Not long, for ſudden all at onee their reeds 

Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply d 

With niceſt touch. Immediate in a flame, 584 
But ſoon obſcur d with ſmoke, all Heav'ri appear'd, 
From thoſe deep-throated engins:belch'd, whoſe roar 
Imbowel'd with outrageous noiſe the Air, 

And all her entrails tore, diſgorging foul 

Their deviliſh glut, chainꝰd thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes; which on the victor hoſt 590 
Level'd, with ſuch impetuous fury ſmote, 

That whom they hit, none on their feet might ſtand, 
Though ſtanding elſe as rocks, but down they fell 
By thouſands, angel on arch - angel roll'd; 


The ſooner for their arms; unarm'd they might 595 


Have eaſily as ſpirits evaded ſwift 

By quick contraction or remove; but now 

Foul diſſipation follow'd and forc'd rout ; 

Nor ſerv'd it to relax their ſerried files. 

What ſhould they do? If on they ruſh'd, ein 600 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 
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Doubled, would render them yet more deſpis d, 
And to their foes a laughter; for in vie, 
Stood rank'd of feraphim another roõ wo. 
In poſture to diſplode their ſecond tife | | | 605 
Of thunder: back defeated to return 
They worſe abhorr d. Satan beheld their plight, 
And to his mates thus in deriſion call' d. 

O Friends, why come not on theſe victors proud? 
Ere while they fierce were coming; and when we, 
To entertain them fair with open front 611 
And breaſt (what could we more?) propounded terms 

Of compoſition, ſtrait they chang' d their minds, 0 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagaries fell, 

As they would dance; yet for a dance they ſeem d 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 616 
For joy of offer'd peace: but I ſuppoſe, 

If our propoſals once again were heard; 

We ſhould compel them to'a quick reſult. 

To whom thus Belial in ike gameſome mood. 640 
Leader, the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 

Of hard contents, and full of force-urg'd home, 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 

And ſtumbled many; who receives them right, 

Had need from head to foot well underſtand; 625 
Not underſtood, this gift they have beſides, 

They ſhow us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themſelves in pleaſant vein 
Stood ſcoffing, highten'd in their thoughts beyond 

Ci 
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All doubt af victory; Eternal Might - 
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To match with theisYqveatipnd they: profiten Abe: 


So eaſy, and, of his thunder made a ſcorn, 
And all his hoſt derided, while they ſtood 
A while in trouble: but they ſtood not long; 


Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 


Againſt ſuch helliſh miſchief fit to oppoſe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power, 
Which God bath; in his mighty angels plac'd) 
Their arms away: they threw; and to the hills 
(For Earth bath this variety from Heav'n 
Of pleaſure ſituate in hill and dale) 
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Light as the Bybiniag glimpledbey rv, they few; 


From their foundations looſning to and fro 


They pluck' d the ſeated hills with all their load, 


Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ſhaggy tops 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands: amaze, 
Be ſure, and terror ſeis d the rebel hoſt, 
When coming towards them ſo dread they ſaw 
The bottom of the mountains upward turn'd; 
Till on thoſe eurſed engins' ttiple-row W 


Under the weight. of mountains buried deep; 
Themſelves intaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air. 


645 


650 
They ſaw them helm d, and all their confidence 


684 


Came ſhadowing; and oppreſs d whole legions arm'd; 
Their armour help'd their harm, cruſh'din and bruis d 


Into their ſubſtance pent, which wrought them min 
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Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, '.. —_ 
Long ſtruggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of fuck pris'n, though ſpi'rits-of pureſt light, 
Pureſt at firſt, now groſs by ſinning grown. 661 
The reſt in imitation to like arme 
Betook them, and the neighb'ring hills uptore; 
So hills amid the air encounter'd hills 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, 665 
That under ground they fought in diſmal ſhade; 
Infernal noiſe; war ſeem'd a civil game 
To this uproar; horrid confuſion heap'd 
Upon confuſion roſe : and now all Heav'n 
Had gone to wrack, with ruin overſpread ; 670 
Had not th' almighty Father, where he fits 
Shrin'd in his ſanctuary of Heav'n ſecure, 
Conſulting on the ſum of things, foreſeen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd : 
That his great purpoſe he might ſo fulfill, 
'To honor his anointed Son aveng'd 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All power on him transferr d: whence to his Son 
Th' aſſeſſor of his throne he thus began. 

Effulgence of my glory, Son belov'd, 680 
Son in whoſe face inviſible is beheld 
Viſibly, what by Deity I am, vi 
And in nene b enen 
Second Omnipotence, two days are paſt, 
Two days, as we compute the days of Heav'n, 685 
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Since Michael and his powers went forth, to tame 
"Theſe diſobedicnt : fore bath, been their fight, 
As likelieſt was, when. two ſuch foes met arm d 
For to themſelves I left them, and thou know ſt, 
Equal in their creation: they were form d, 690 
Save what ſin hath impair' d, which yet hath wrought 
Inſenſibly, for 1 ſuſpend theit doom; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs mult laſt 
Endleſs, and no ſolution will be found; 
War wearied hath perform'd what War can do, bos 
And to diſorder d Rage let looſe the reins, 

With mountains as with weapons arm'd, which makes 


Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerous to the main. 


Two days are therefore paſt, the third is thine; 

Far thee I have ordain d it, and thus far 700 
Have ſuffer'd, that the glory may be thine 

Of ending this great war, ſince none but thou 

Can end it. Into thee ſuch virtue! and grace 
Immenſe I have transfus d, that all may know 

In Heav'n and Hell thy power above compare; 705 
And this perverſe commotion govern'd thus, 

To manifeſt thee worthieſt ta be heir 

Of. all things, to be heir and to be king 

By ſacred unction, thy deſerved right. Sabie? 1554 
Go then thou Mightieſt in thy Father's ___ 710 
Aſcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
Thatdhake Heay'n's baſis, bring forth all my war, 
My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 
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Gird on, and ſword upon thy pꝓuiſſant thigh; 
Purſue theſe ſons of Darkneſs, drive them out 715 
From all Heav'n's bounds into the utter Deep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to defpiſe 
God and Meſſiah his anointed king. 

He ſaid, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full; he all his Father full expreſs d 720 
Ineffably into his. face receiv d; | 
And thus the filial Godhead ande! ring ſpake. 

O Father, O Supreme of heav'nly thrones, 
Firſt, Higheſt, Holieſt, Beſt, thou _ ſeek'ſt 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725 
As is moſt juſt; this I my glory nccqunt, 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in me welbpleas'd, declat ſt thy will 
Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my bliſs. 
Scepter and power, thy giving; I aſſume; 730 
And gladlier ſhall reſign, when in the end 
Thou ſhalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov'ſt: 
But whom thou hat*ſt, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildneſs on, 735 
Image of thee in all things; and ſhall ſoon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heav'n of theſe rebell'd, 
To their prepar'd ill manſion driven down, 
To chains of darkneſs, and th' undying worm, 
That from thy juſt obedience could revolt, 740 
Whom to obey is happineſs entire. 
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Then ſhall thy ſaints unmix'd, and from th' impure 

Far ſeparate, circling thy holy Mount 1 4 

Unfeigned halleluiahs to thee ſing, 

Hymns of high praiſe, and I among them chief. 745 
So ſaid, he o'er his ſcepter bowing, roſe 

From the right hand of Glory where he ſat; 

And the third ſacred morn began to ſhine, 

Dawning through Heav'n: forth ruſh'd with whirlwind 

The chariot of paternal Deity, - [ſound 

Flaſhing thick flames, wheel within whecl undrawn, 

Itſelf inſtinct with ſpirit, but convoy d 754 

By four cherubic ſhapes; four faces cach 

Had wondrovs; as with ſtars their bodies all 

And wings were ſet with eyes, with eyes the wheels 

Of beril, and carreering fires between; 756 

Over their heads a cryſtal firmament, 

Whereon a ſaphir throne, inlaid with pure 

Amber, and colors of the ſhow'ry arch. 

He in celeſtial panoply all arm'd _ 760 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 

Aſcended; at his right hand Victory 

Sat cagle-wing'd; beſide him hung his bow 

And quiver with-three-bolted thunder ſtor' d, 

And from about him fierce effuſion roll'd 76x 

Of ſmoke and bickering flame and ſparkles dire: 

Attended with ten thouſand thouſand ſaints, 

He onward came, far off his coming ſhone ; 

And twenty thouſand {I their number heard) 
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Chariots of God, half on each; hand were Ste 770 
He on the wings of cherub rode fublime; 1 
On the cryſtallin ſky, in ſaphir thron d, 
Illuſtrious far and wide, but by his on 

Firſt ſeen; them unexpected joy ſurpris d, 

When the great enſign of Meſſiah blaz 1 775 
Aloft by angels borne; his ſign in Heavn; 

Under whoſe conduit Michael ſoon reduc'd 

His army, circumfas'd/on either wing, 

Under their head imbodied all in one. SY 
Before him Power Divine his way prepar d; 780 
At his command th' uprooted hills retir'd d 

Each to his place; they heard his voice and went 
Obſequious; : Heav'n his wanted face renew'd, - 
And with freſh flow'rets hill and valley ſmil'd. 

This ſaw his hapleſs foes but. ſtood obdur d, 785 
And to rebellious fight rallied their powers 
Inſenſate, hope: conceiving from deſpair. 

In heav'nly ſpi'rits could ſuch perverſcaeſs dwell? 
But to convince the proud what ſigns avail, 


Or wonders move tiꝭ obdurate to relent? 790 
They harden'd more by what might moſt reclame, 
Grieving to ſee his glory, at the fight - | | 


Took envy; and afpiring to his highth, 

Stood reimbattePd fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to proſper, and at length prevail * 1790 
Againſt God and Meſſiah, or to fall 

In univerſal. ruin laſt; and now 


— ES — 


1 rn — * 


- oy . 
— — — — — — — — — ' 
— i ESE SS ——— — 3 

— — — A — _ = 


_ — IT > Wes _ 


— . — — — — — 
Pac y = - = > a . —— — : 
2 Pat <> & — * > BS IE — 7 ACE >> l 3 
l : 5 5 2 0 
1 Py 2 7 . 2 — — —— — 5 — 
8 1 2 4 "—" — — 5 2 . *.- 4 I 3 
_ — — - E. = Os 2 — — — * = z r * 838 q . 9 Y 
— — — 3 . 05 "24 i 9 — 2238 - ” * af - oo - — 
— — a * — * Hg 2 4 — — — — 2 — 1 — = — — — —D2— A = 
. = — . - — = — — a — 


e - i. — — a= = - * 


— 


mv 


34 PARADISE LOST, Book VI. 


To final battel drew, diſdaining flight, 
Or faint retreat; hen the great Son of God 
To all his hoſt on either hand thus ſpake. 800 
Stand ſtill in bright array, ye Saints, here ſtand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from battel reſt; 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted; fearleſs in his righteous cauſe, =» 
And as ye have receiv'd, ſo have ye done 805 
Invincibly; but of this curſed crew | 
The puniſhment to other hand belongs; 
Vengeance is his, or whoſe he ſole appoints: 
Number to this day's work is not ordain d 
Nor multitude; ftand only and behold; ' — 816 
God's indignation on theſe godleſs pour d a 
By me; not you but me they have deſpis'd, 
Yet envied; againſt me is all their rage, 
Becauſe the Father, to' whom in Heav'n ſupreme 
Kingdom and power and glory appertains, 815 
Hath honor'd me according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath aſſign'd; 
That they may have their wiſh, to try with me 
In battel which the ſtronger proves, they all, 
Or I alone againſt them, fince by ſtrength 829 
They meaſure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels; 
Nor other ſtrife with them do I vouchſafe. 
So ſpake the Son, and into terror chang'd 
His count'nance too ſevere to be beheld, . 825 
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And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 

At once the Four ſpread out their ſtarry wings 
With dreadful ſnade contiguous, and the orbs 

Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the ſound 

Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoſt. 830 
He on his impious foes right onward drove, 

Gloomy as Night; under his burning wheels 

The ſtedfaſt empyrean ſhook throughout, 

All but the throne itſelf of God. Full ſoon 
Among them he arriv'd, in his right hand 835 
Graſping ten thouſand thunders, which he ſent 
Before him, ſuch as in their ſouls infix'd 

Plagues; they aſtoniſh'd all reſiſtance loſt, 

All courage; down their idle weapons dropt; 

O'er ſhields and helms and helmed heads he rode 
Of thrones and mighty ſeraphim proſtrate, 841 
That wiſh'd the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them as a ſhelter from his ire. 

Nor leſs on either fide tempeſtuous fell 

His arrows, from the fourfold-viſag d Four 845 
Diſtin& with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Diſtin& alike with multitude of eyes; 

One ſpirit in them rul'd, and every eye 

Glar'd lightning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire 
Among th' accurs'd, that wither'd all their ſtrength, 
And of their wonted vigor left them drain'd, 851 
Ezhauſted, ſpiritleſs, afflicted, fall'n. 

Yet half his ſtrength he put not forth, but check'd 
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His thunder in mid voly; for he mant 
Not to deſtroy, but root them out of Heav'n: 855 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a herd: 
Of goats or timorous flock. together throng d 
Drove them before him thunder - ſtruck, purſued  . ' 
With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And cryſtal wall of Heav'n, which opening wide, 
Roll'd inward; and a ſpacious gap diſclos d 861 
Into the waſteful Derp; the mon ſtrous fight 

Struck them with horror back ward, but far worſe 
Urg'd them behind ; headlong themſelves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n; eternal Wrath 865 
Eurnt aſter tliem to the bottomleſs Pit. 

ell heard th unſfufferable noiſe, Hell ſa r 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n, and would have fled 
Affrighted; but ſtrict Fate had caſt too deep 

Her dark foundations; and too faſt had hound. 870 
Nine days they fell; confounded Chaos roar d, 
And felt tenfold confuſion in their fall 


Through his wild anarchy, ſo huge a rout 


Incumber'd him with ruin: Hell at laſt. 
Yawning receiv d them whole, and on them clos'd ; 
Hell their fit habitation fraught with fire 876 
Unquenchable, the houſe of woe and pain. 
Diſburden'd/ Heav*n rejoic'd, and ſoon repair d 
Her mural breach; returning whence it roll'd. | 
Sole victor from th' expulſion of his foes 880 
Meſſiah his triumphal chariot turn'd : 


? 
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To meet him all his ſaints, who ſilent ſtood 
Eye-witpefles of his almighty acts, 
With jubilee advanc'd; and as they went, - 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright, 883 
Sung triumph, and him ſung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him domiaion given, 
Worthieſt to reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 890 
On high; who into glory him receiv'd, 
Where now he ſits at the right hand of Bliſs. 

Thus meaſuring things inHeav'n by things on Earth, g 
At thy requeſt, and that thou may'ſt beware 
By what is paſt, to thee I have reveal'd 895 
What might have elſe to human race been hid; 
The diſcord which befel, and war in Heav'n 
Among th' angelic powers, and the deep fall 
Of thoſe too high aſpiring, who rebell'd 
With Satan; he who envies now thy ſtate, 900 
Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 
Thee alſo from 6bedience, that with him | 
Bereav'd of happineſs thou may ſt partake 
His puniſhment, eternal miſery; 
Which would be all his ſolace and revenge, 905 
As a deſpite done againſt the Moſt High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But liſten not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker; let it profit thee to' have heard 

I 'slume II. ' D 
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By terrible example the reward BE . 910 
Of diſobedience; firm they might have ſtood, 
Yet fell; remember, and fear to tranſgreſs. 


The End of the Sixth; Book. 


C2.» OOTPE 5 2 — —— ** 
- ern _ 
PEI — . —ͤů— A 
„ 1 R 2 * 8 2 "x 28 — - * - 
* 0 n * 23 r - de.” 2 * 2 : - - K 
TI N * * « 7 2 2 * po : — — 
= 4 — — —— — — 2 — * 2 2 = * A ol 
— ——— * * * "ps . — — — — — — — 


2 


bp — — 
2 - — 4 2 
n 
— = — — 
a 
-- 


. . 
= ; a 
* 


e 


— A 
= 


38 PARADISE Los r. Bock I. 


PARADISE LOST. 
-BOOK vir. 


The Argument.. 

Raphael at the requeſt of Niem Sacks fow und whetefore this wort 
was firſt created; that God after the expelling of Satan and his a 
gels out of Heaven, declared his pleaſure to create another world 
and other creatures to ien therein ; fends his Son with glory and 
attendence of angels to perform the work of creation in fix day 
the angels celebrate with hymns the performance thereof, and his 
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1 Heav'n n, nn, 155 tlaat n name 

If rightly thou art call'd,, whoſe voice divine 
Following, above th Olympian hill I ny | 

Above the flight of Pegaſcan wing. 14 
The meaning, not the name I call: for thou rf 205 
Nor of the Muſes nine, nor on the'top '; 
Of old Olympus dwell'ſt, but heav'dly born, 
Before the hills appear u, or fountain flow'd, 

Thou with eternal Wiſdom didſt conyerſe,  ' _ 
Wiſdom thy ſiſter; and with her did{Fplay - © 10 
In preſence of th'-almighty Father, pleas'd d 
With thy celeſtial ſong. Up led by thee 

Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns I have preſum' d, 

An earthly gueſt, and drawn empyreal air, 

Thy temp' ring; with like ſafety A DEER 15 
Return me to my native element: | 

' Leſt from this flying ſteed unrein d, (as once 
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Bellerophon, though from i lower dime) 
Diſmounted, on th' Aleian field I fall 

Erroneous there. to wander and forlorn. 20 
Half yet remains unſung, but narrower bound 
Within the vifble diurnal ſphere; 

Standing on Earth, not rapt above the pole, 
More ſafe I ſing with mortal voice,unchang'd 

To hoarſe or mute, though fall'n on evil days, 25 


On evil days though fall'n, and evil tongues; 


in darkneſs, and with dangers compaſs'd round, 
And ſolitude; yet not alone, while thou 

Viſit'ſt my ſlumbers nightly, or hen Morn 
Purples:the eaſt: ſtill govern thou my ſong, 30 


Vrania, and fit audience find though few, : / 


But drive far off the barbarqus diſſonance 

Of Bacchus and his revelers; the race ,' 

Of that wild cout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Rhodope, where woods and-roocks'had/cars 35 
To rapture; till the ſavage elamor droum d 


Both harp and voice; nor could the Muſe defend 


Her ſon. 80 fail not thou, ho thee implores: 
For thou art heav'nly, ſhe an empty dream. 

Say Goddeſs, what enſued when Raphael, 40 
The aſſable arch-angel; had fore warn d a 
Adam by dite ccample to beware 


Apoſtaſy, by uhat befel in Heav'n 


To thoſe apoſtates, leſt the like befal 
In Paradiſe to Ailam or his race, © 45 
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Charg'd not to touch the interdicted Tree, 

If they tranſgreſs, and flight that fole command, 

80 eaſily obey'd amid the choice 

Of all taſtes elſe to pleaſe their appetite, 

Though wand'ring. He with his conſorted Eve <9 
The ſtory heard attentive, and was fill'd 

With admiration, and deep muſe, to hear 

Of things ſo high and ſtrange, things to their thought 
Sv unimaginable as hate in Heav'n, 

And war ſo near the peace of God in bliſs 55 
With ſuch confuſion : but the evil ſoon 

Driv'n back redounded as à flood on thoſe 

From whom it ſprung, impoſſible to mix 

With bleſſedneſs. Whence Adam ſoon repeal'd 

The doubts that in his heart aroſe + and now 60 
Led on, yet ſinleſs, with deſire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 

Of Heav'n and Earth conſpicuous firſt began, 
When, and wheteof created, for what cauſe, 

What within Eden'or without was done 8 
Before his memory, as one whoſe drouth 

Yet ſcarce allay'd ſtill eyes the current ſtream, 
Whoſe liquid murmur heard new thirſt excites, 
Proceeded thus to/alk*his'heav'tily gueſt. 

Great things, and full'of wonder in our ears, 70 
Far differing from this world, thou haſt reveal'd, 
Divine Interpreter, by favor ſent - 

Down from the empyrtan to forewarn 
D ij 
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Us timely' of what might elfe have been aur loſs, 
Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach: 


For which tg th' infinitely Good-we owe 76 
Immortal thanks, and his admoniſnment 
Receive with ſolemn, purpaſe to obſerve 

Immutably his ſovran will, the end 


Of what we are. But ſince thon haſt vouchſaf d 90 
Gently for our inſtruction to impart 

Things above earthly thought, which yet concern'd 
Our knowing, as to higheſt, Wiſdom ſeem d, 

Deign to deſcend now lower, and relate 

What may no leſs perhaps avail us known, 85 
How firſt began this Heav'n which we behold 
Diſtant ſa high, with moving fires adorn'd. 
Innumerable, and this which yields or fills 

All ſpace, the ambient air, wide interfus d 
Embracing round this florid Earth, what cauſe 90 
Mov'd the Creator in his holy reſt 

Through all eteruity ſo late to build 

In Chaos, and the work begun, how ſoon 

Abſolv'd, if unforbid thou may ſt unfold; 

What we, not to explore the ſecrets a 93 
Of his eternal empire, but the mare 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great Light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though ſteep; ſuſpenſe in Heav'n, 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, 100 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
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His generation, and the riſing birtn 21.07 
Of Nature from the unapparent Deep: -.'/ 
Or if the ſtar of evening and the moon 
Haſte to thy audience, Night with her will bring 105 
Silence, and Sleep liſt ning to thee will watch, 
Or we can bid his abſence, till thy ſong 
End, and diſmiſs thee ere the morning ſhine. 

Thus Adam his illuſtrious gueſt heſought: 
And thus the godlike angel anſwerd mild. 110 
This alſo thy requeſt with caution aſ d 
Obtain : though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of ſeraph can ſuffice, 
Or heart of man ftiffice to comprehend? © 
Yet what nnn may ſerve 115 
To glorify the Maker, and infer -: | 
Thee alſo happier; ſhall not be withheld -: 
Thy hearing, ſuch commiſſion from above 
I have receiv d, to anſwer thy deſire 
Of knowledge within bounds; beyond abſtain 120 
To aſk, nor let thine own inventions: hope 
Things not reveal d, which: th” inviſible King, 
Only omniſcient, hath ſuppreſs d in night, 
To none communicable in Earth or Heav'n : 
Enough is left beſides ta ſearch and know- 1323 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no leſs 
Her temp'rance over appetite, to kn 
In meaſure what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppreſſes elſe with ſurſeit, and ſoon turns 
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Wiſdom to folly', as nouriſiment to wind. 130 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav n 
(So call him, brighter once amidſt the hoſt 
Of angels than that ſtar the ſtars among) 

Fell with his flaming legions through the Deep 

Into his place, and the great Son return'd 135 
Victorious with his ſaints, th' omnipotent 

Eternal Father from his throne beheld 

Their multitude, and to his Son thus ſpake. 

At leaſt our envious Foc hath fail'd;-who thought 
All like himſelf rebellious, by whoſe aid 149 
This inaceeſſible high ſtrength, the ſeat 
Of Deity ſupreme, us diſpoſſeſs d, 

He truſted to have ſeis d, and into fraud 

Drew many, whom their place knows here no more; 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I ſee, 145 
Their ſtation, Heav'n yet populous retains 

Number ſufficient to poſſeſs her realms 

Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With miniſteries due and ſolemn rites: 

But leſt his heart exalt him in the harm 150 
Already done, to have diſpeopled Heav'n, 

My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 

That detriment, if ſuch it be to loſe 

Self- loſt, and in à moment will create 

Another world, out of one Man a race 135 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 


Not here, till by degrees of merit rais d 


Boat VII. 
They open to themſelves at length the war 
Up hither, under. long ohedienet try d. 
And Earth be chang'd to Hea v u, and Heav/nto Earth, 
One kingdom, joy and union without/end; 161 
Mean while inhabit lax, ye Powers of Heay'n;: - |: 
And thou my Word begotten Son, by-thee. 
This I perform, ſpeak thou, and bei it dune: 
My overſhadowing Spirit and might with thee 165 
I ſend along; ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heay*niand Earth, 
Boundleſs. the Deep, becauſe I Amiiho fill 
Infinitude, nor vacnous the ſpac rr 
Though I uncireumſcrib d myſelf tetie, 170 
And put not forth my goodneſs which is free, - 
To act or not, Neceſſity and Chance 
Approach not me; and what Iwill is fate. 
| $0 ſpakeitt' Almightx, and to chat he ſpake 
His Word, thediliak Godhead, gave eſſect. 175 
Immediateiareitheiaftswf God, more ſwift: 
Than time oromotion, hut to human ears 1A 
Cannot withanti proceſs of ſpeech he told, 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heav'n, 180 
When ſuch. vas heard declar d th Almighty's will; 
Glory they ſung to the Moſt High, good Will! 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace: 
Glory to him, whoſe juſt avenging ire 
Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight 185 


PARADISE LOST. 45 


£ 
4 
j 
U 
0 


* 
4 — 
— — 


— 
— . 


— —— 


— — 


— 


x - = 
——= & - 
> © 


pe 
0 4 
1 
N A 
154 
* 
N 
. 
* 
o 
of 
. 4 
5. 
©: 
"$83 
+ 
> 
. 
7H 
- "4M 
» 
* t 
! — 
= 4 
* 1 
** 
* 
* 
# 
# 
1 
1 
Fa, 4 
: "7 
* "= 


46 © PARADISE LOST. 


- — — 


Boot VII. 


And th' habitations of the juſt; to him 
Glory and praiſe, whoſe wiſdom had eden d 


Good out of evil to create, inſtead  - 


Of ſpi'rits malign a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuſe - 190 
His good to worlds and ages infinite: 
So ſang the hierarchies: mean while the Son 
On his great expedition now appear d, 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown d 
Of majeſty divine; ſapience and lore 195 
Immenſe, and all his Father in him ſhone. 
About his chariot numberleſs were pour d 
Cherub and ſeraph, potentates and thrones, 
And virtues, winged ſpirits, and chariots wing'd 
From th' armoury of God, where ſtand of old 200 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Againſt a ſolemn day, harneſs'd at hand, 
Celeſtial equipage; and now came fortn 
Spontanedus, for within them ſpirit li d, 
Attendent on their Lord: Heav'n open'd wide 205 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious ſound 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth + 
The King of Glory in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 
On heav'nly ground they ſtood, and from the ſhore 
They view'd the vaſt immeaſurable abyſs - 211 
Outrageous as a ſea, dark, waſteful, wild, 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious winds 
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And ſurging waves, as mountains, ta aſſuult 214 


Heav'n's highth, and with the center mix the pole. 


Silence, ye troubled Waves, and thou Deep, peace, 


Said then th' omnific Word, your diſcord end: 

Nor ſtay'd, but on the wings of cherubim 

Uplifted, in paternal glory rode * f b 10 
Far into Chaos, and the world unborn; 220 
For Chaos heard his voice: him all his train 
Follow d in bright proceſſion to behold 

Creation, and the wonders of his might. 

Then ſtay d the fervid wheels, and in his hand 

He took the golden compaſles, prepar'd d 225 
In God's eternal ſtore, to circumſcribe ' 

This univerſe, and all created things: 

One foot he center'd, and the other turn'd 

Round through the vaſt profundity obſcure, 

And ſaid, Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 230 
This be thy juſt circumference, O World. 

Thus God'the Heav'n created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform'd and void : darkneſs profound 
Cover'd th' abyſs : but on the watry calm 

His brooding wings the Spi'rit of God outſpread, 235 
And vital virtue“ infus'd, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid maſs, but downward purg'd 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs 

Adverſe to life : then founded, then conglob'd 

Like things to like, the reſt to ſeveral place 249 
Diſparted, and between ſpun out the air, 
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And Earth ſelf - balancd ow her centet hung. 
Let there be light, ſaid: God, and forthwith Light 
Ethereal, firſt of things, quinteſſence pure 
Sprung fromthe:Deep, and from her native Eaſt 245 
To journey through the acry gloom began, 
Spher'd in a radiant cloud, for yet . 
Was not; ſhe in à clondy tabernacle 6 
Sojourn'd' the while: God ſaw the — 2 
And light from darkneſs hy the hemiſphere 250 
Divided: light the Day, and darkneſs Night | 
He nam d. Thus uas the firſt day ev” unn 
Nor paſt uncelebrated, nor unſung Moo) 9 
By the celeſtial quires; — 57 
Exhaling firſt from darkneſs they 2 255 
Birth-day of Heavin'and Earth; with joy and ſhow: 
The hollow univerſal orb they fill d, 
And touch'd heirgolden harps, and hymningprais' 
God and his works, Creator him they ſungg, 
Both when firſt evening was; and when firſt morn. 
Again, God:ſaid;-Let there be nene 2461 
Amid the waters; and let it diride 
The waters from the waters: and — 
The firmament, expanſe of liquid; pure; 52 
Tranſparent, elemental air, e 265 
In circuit to the uttermoſt cone ex F | 
Of this great round: partition nend ave, 
The waters underneath from thoſe above 
Dividing : for as Earth, ſo he the world 
I 
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Built on eircum fluous waters calm, in wide 270 
Of Chaos far remov d, leſt fierce extremes 
Contiguous might diſtemper the whole frame: 
And Heav'n he nam'd the Firmament: fo even 
And morning chorus ſung the ſecond day. 275 
The Earth was form'd, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involy'd, 
Appear'd not: over all the face of Earth 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor ſoft ning all her globe, 280 
Fermented the great mother to conceive, | 
Satiate with genial moiſture, when God ſaid, 
Be gather'd now ye waters under Heay'n 
Into one place, and let dry lang appear. 


Immediately the mountains huge appear 285 


Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheaye 

Into the clouds, their tops aſcend the {ky ; 

So high as heav'd the tumid hills, ſo low 

Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 

Capacious bed of waters: thither they 290 

Haſted with ylad precipitance, uproll'd 

As drops on duſt congtobling from the dry; 

Part riſe in cryſtal wall, or ridge direct, 

For haſte; ſuch flight the great command impreſs'd 

On the ſwift floods: as armies at the call 295 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou haſt heard) 

Troop to their ſtandard, ſo the watry —_— 
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Bo:kVIE. 
Wave rolling after wave, where way they ſound, 

If ſteep, with torrent rapture, if through plain, 
Soft-ebbing; nor withflood them rock or hill, 300 
But they, or under ground, or citreuit wide | 
With ſerpent error wand'ring, found their way, 
And on the waſhy ooſe deep channels wore; 

Eaſy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 
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All but within thoſe banks, where rivers now 305 


Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 

The dry land Earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters he call'd Seas: 8 
And ſaw that it was good, and ſaid, Let th' Earth 
Put forth the verdant graſs, herb yielding ſeed, 310 
And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind, 

Whoſe ſeed is in herſelf upon the Earth. 

He ſcarce had ſaid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Deſert and bare, unſightly, unadorn'd, | 
Brought forth the tender graſs, whoſe verdure clad 315 
Her univerſal face with pleaſant green, 
Then herbs of every leaf, that ſudden flower d 
Opening their various colors, and made gay 

Her boſom ſmelling ſweet: and theſe ſcarce blown, 
Forth floriſh d thick the eluſtring vine, forth crept 320 
The ſmelling gourd, up ſtood the corny reed * 5 
Imbattel'd in her field, and th' humble ſhrub, 

And buſh with frizled hair implicit: laſt 
Roſe as in dance the ſtately trees, and ſpread 324 
Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm's . 
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Theirbloſſoms: with high woodsthe hillswer&crown'd, 
With tufts the valleys, and each fountain ſide, 

With borders long the rizers: that Earth now 
Seem'd like to Heav'n, a ſeat where gads might dwell, ' 
Or wander with delight, and love. to haunt 330 
Her ſacred ſhades: though God had yet not rain d 
Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 

None was, but from the Earth a dewy miſt 

Went up and water d all the ground, and each 
Plant of the feld, which ere it was in th' Earth 335 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 

On the gręrn ſtem; Gad ſaw that it was good: 

So ev'n and morn recorded the third day. 

Again th' Almighty ſpake, Let there be lights 
High in th' expanſe of Heaven to divide 340 
The day from night; and let them be for ſigus, 

For ſeaſons, and for days, and cireling years, 
And let them be for lights as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heav'n 
Ts give light on the Earth; and it was ſo. 345 
And God made two great lights, great for their ute 
To man, the greater to have rule by day, 
The leſs by night altern; and made the ſtars, 
And ſet them in the firmament of Heav'n 
Toꝰ illuminate the Earth, and rule the day 330 
In their viciſſitude, and rule the night, 
And light from darkneſs to diride. God ſaw, 
Surveying his great work, that it was good: 

E jj 
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For of celeſtial bodies firſt the fan  _ 

A mighty ſphere he fram'd, unlightſome firſt, 358 
Though of ethercal mold: then form'd the moon 
Globoſe, and every magnitude of ſtars, 

And ſow'd with ſtars the Heav'n' thick as a field: 

Of light by far the greater part he took, | 
'Tranfplanted from her cloudy ſhrine, and plac'd 360 
In the ſun's orb, made porons to receive 

And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 

Her gather'd beams, great palace now of light. 
Hither as to their fountain other ſtars 

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 365 
And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ; 

By tincture or reflection they augment 

Their ſmall peculiar, though from human fight 

So far remote, with diminntion ſeen. 

Firſt in his Eaſt the glorious lamp was feen, 370 
Regent of day, and all th' horizon round 

Inveſted with bright rays, jocond to run 

His longitude through Heav'n's high road; the gray 
Dawn, and the-Pleiades before him danc'd 
Shedding ſweet influence: leſs bright the moon 375 
But oppoſit in level'd Weſt was ſet 

Ilis mirror, with full face borrowing her lighit 

From him, ſor other light ſhe needed none 

In that aſpect, and ſtill that diſtance keeps 

Till night, then in the Eaſt her turn ſhe ſhines, 380 
Revoly'd on Heav'n's great axle, and her reign 
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With thouſand leſſer lights dividual holds, a 
With thouſand thouſand ſtars, that then appear d 
Spangling the hemiſphere : then firſt adorn'd 4 
With their bright luminaries that ſet and roſf, 385 
Glad Ev'ningand glad Morn crown'd the ere. day. 
And God faid, Let the waters 

Reptil with ſpawn abundant, living — 

And let fowl fly above the Earth, with wings 
Diſplay d on th* open firmament of Heav'n. 390 
And God created the great whales, and each > 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteouſly 

The waters generated by their kinds, | 

And every bird of wing after his kind; 

And ſaw that it was good, and bleſs'd them, faying, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the ſeas 396 
And lakes and running ſtreams the waters fill; 
And let the fowl be multiply'd an th' Earth. 
Forthwith the ſounds and ſeas, each creek and bay 
With fry innumerable ſwarm, and ſhoals 400 
Of fiſh that; with their fins and ſhining ſcales 

Glide under the green wave, in ſculls that oft 

Bank the mid ſea : part ſingle or with mate 

Graze the ſea weed their paſture, and through groves 
Of coral ſtray, or ſporting with quick glance 40x 
Show to the ſun their wav'd coats dropt with gold, 
'Or in their pearly ſhells at caſe, attend 

Moiſt nutriment, or under rocks their food 

In jointed armour watch: on ſmooth the ſeal, 
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And bended dolphins play: part huge of bulk 4106 
Wallowing unwieldy', enormous in their gate 
Tempeſt the ocean : there leviathan, 

Hugeſt of living creattires, on the deep 

Stretch'd like a promontory ſleeps or ſwims 
And ſcems a moving land, and at his gills 415 
Draws in, and at his trunk ſpouts but a ſea. | 
Mean while the tepig caves, and feiis and ſhores 
Their brood as numerous hatch, from th' egg that ſoon 
Burſting with kindly rupture forth diſelos d | 
Their callow young, but feather'd ſoon and fledge 420 
They ſumm'd their pens, and ſoaring th” air ſublime 
With clang deſpis d the ground, under a cloud 

In proſpect; there the eagle and the ſtork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build: 

Part looſly wing the region, part more wife 425 
In common, rang'd in figure wedge their way, 
Intelligent of ſeaſons, and ſet forth 

Their aery caravan high over ſeas 

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 

Eaſing their flight; ſo ſteers the prudent crane 430 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds; the air 

Flotes, as they paſs, fann'd with urmumber'd plumes : 
From branch to branch the ſmaller birds with fong 
Solac'd the woods, and ſpread their painted wings 
ill ev'n, nor then the ſolemn nightingale 43S 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her ſoft hays: 
Others on ſilver lakes and rivers bath'd 
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Their downy breaſt; the ſwan with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her ſtate with oary feet; yet oft they quit 440 
The dank, and riſing on ſtiff pennons, tower 
The mid acreal ſky : others on ground 
Walk'd firm; the creſted cock whoſe clarion ſounds: 
The ſilent hours, and th' other whoſe gay train 
Adorns him, color'd with the florid hue - 445 
Of rainbows and ſtarry' eyes. The waters thus | 
With fiſt repleniſh'd, and the air with fowl, 
Ev'ning and Morn ſolemniz'd the fifth day. 

The ſixth, and of creation laſt aroſe 
With evening harps and matin, when God ſaid, 450 
Let th' Earth bring forth foul living in her kind, 
Cattle and creeping things, and beaſt of th' Earth, 
Each in their kind. The Earth'obey'd, and ſtrait 
Opening her fertil womb\teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 455 
Limb'd and full grown: out of the ground up roſe 
As from his lair the wild beaſt-where he wons 
In foreſt wild, in thicket, brake; or den; 
Among the trees in pairs they roſe, they walk d: 
The cattel in the'fields and meadows green: 465 
Thoſe rare and ſolitary, theſe in flocks 
Paſturing at once, and in broad herds upſprung. 
The graſſy clods now calv'd, now half appear'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to' get free 464 
His hinder parts, then fprings as'broke from bonds, 
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And rampant ſhakes his brinded mane; the ounce, 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 

Riſing, the crumbled earth above them threw 

In hillocs : the ſwift ſtag from under graund 469 
Bore up his branching head: ſcarce from his mold 
Behemoth biggeſt born of Earth upheav'd 

His vaſtneſs : fleec'd the flocks and bleating roſe, 

As plants : ambiguous between ſea and land 

The river horſe and ſcaly crocodile, 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 47g 
Inſet or worm: thoſe wav'd their limber fans 
For wings, and ſmalleſt lineaments exact 

In all the liveries deck'd of Summer's pride 

With ſpots of gold and purple”, azure and green: 
Theſe as a line their long dimenſion drew, 480 
Streaking the ground with ſinuous trace; not all 
Minims of Nature; ſome of ſerpent kind, 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv' d 

Their ſnaky folds, and added wings. Firſt crept 
The parſimonious emmet, provident 485 
Of future, in ſmall room large heart inelos d, 
Pattern of juft equality perhaps 

Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty : ſwarming next appear'd 

The female bee, that feeds her huſband drone 490 
Deliciouſly, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey ſtor d: the reſt are numberleſs, 

And thoutheir natures know ſt, and gay ſtthem names, 
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Needleſs to, thee repeated; nor unknoun | 
The ſerpent ſubtleſt beaſt of all the field, 498 
Of huge extent ſometimes, with brazen eycs 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Heav'n in all her glory ſhone, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great firſt Mover's hand $009 
Firſt wheel'd their courſe; Earth in her rich attire 
Conſummate lovely ſmil'd; air, water, earth, 

By fowl, fiſh, beaſt, was flown, was ſwum, was walk'd 
Frequent ; and of the ſixth day yet remain d; 
There wanted yet the maſter work, the end o; 
Of all yet done; a creature who not prone | 
And brute as other creatures, but indued 

With ſanctity of reaſon, might erect 

His ſtature, and upright with front ſerene 

Govern the reſt, ſelf-knowing, and from thence 5216 
Magnanimous to correſpond with Heav'n, 

But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Deſcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore ' 

And worſhip God ſupreme, who made him chief 576 
Of all his works: therefore th Omnipotent 

Eternal Father (for where is not he 

Preſent ?) thus to his Son audibly ſpake. 

Let ws make now Man in our image, Man 
In our ſimilitude, and let them rule $29 
Over the fiſh and fowl of fea and air, * 
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Beaſt of therfield, and over all the Earth, 

And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This ſaid, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Duſt of the ground, and in thy noſtrils breath'd 525 
The breath of life; in his own image he 

Created thee, in the image of God 

Expreſs, and thou becam'ſt a living ſoul, 

Male he created thee, but thy confort _ 

Female for race; then bleſs d Mankind, and faid, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the Earth, $31 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 

Over fiſh/of the ſea, and fowl of th' air, 

And every living thing that moves on th' Earth, 
Wherever thus created, for no place 535 
Is yet diſtin by name, thence, as thou know'ſt, 
He brought thee into this delicious grove, - 

This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taſte; 

And freely all their pleafant fruit for food 540 
Gave thee; all forts are here that all th Earth yields 
Variety without end; but of the tree, 

Which taſted works knowledge of good and evil, 
Thou may ſt not; in the day thou eat'ſt, thou dy ſt; 
Death is the penalty impos'd, beware, 545 
And govern, well thy appetite, leſt Sin + | 
Surpriſe thee, and her black attendent Death. 
Here finiſh'd he, and all that he had made 
Vew d, and behpld all was entirely god; 
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So ev'n and morn accompliſh' the fixth day: 550 
Let not till the Creator from his worxx 
Deſiſting, though unwearied, up return'd, 

Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode, 
Thence to behold this neu- created world 

Th' addition of his empire, how it ſhow'd 555 
In proſpett from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anſwering his great idea. Up he rode | 
Follow'd with acclamation and the fond 
Symphonious of ten thoaſand harps that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the Earth, the air 3560 
Reſounded, (thou remember ſt, for thou heardſt 
The Heav'ns and all the conſtellations rung, 

The planets in their ſtation liſt' ning ſtood, 
While the bright pomp aſcended jubilant. 

Open, ye everlaſting Gates, they ſung, 565. 
Open, ye Heav'ns, your living doors; let in | 
The great Creator from his work return d 
Magnificent, his fix days' work, a World; 

Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deign 

To vilit oft the dwellings of juſt Men 570 
Delighted, and with frequent intercoutſe E468.) 
Thither will ſend his winged meſſengers 

On errands of ſupernal grace. So ſang 

The glorious train aſcending: he through Heav'n, 
That open'd wide her blazing portals, led 575 
To God's eternal houſe direct the way, 

A broad ayd ample road, whoſe duſt is gold 
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And pavement-ſtars, as ſtars to thee appear, 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way, ; 

Which nightly as a circling zone thou ſeeſt 58a 

Powder'd with ſtars. And now on Earth the ſeventh 

Evening aroſe in Eden, for the ſun 

Was ſet, and Twilight from the Eaſt came on, 

Forerunning Night; when at the holy mount 

Of Heav'n's high- ſrated top, th imperial throne 383 

Of Godhead, ſix d for ever firm and ſure, 

The filial Power arriy'd, and fat him down 

With his great Father, for he alſo went 

Inviſible, yet ſtay d, (uch privilege 

Hath Omnipreſence) and the work ordain'd, 590 

Author and end of all things, and from work 

Now reſting, bleſs'd and hallow'd the ſev'nth day, 

As reſting on that day from all his work, 

But not in ſilence holy kept; the harp 

Had work and reſted not, the folemn pipe, 594 

And dulcimer, all organs of ſweet ſtop, 

All ſounds on fret by firing or golden wire 

'Temper'd ſoft tunings, intermix'd with voice 

Choral or uniſon: of incenſt᷑ clouds | 

Fuming from golden cenſers hid the mount. 60Q 

Creation and the fix days acts they ſung, 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

'Fhy power ; what thought can meaſure thee or tongue 

Relate thee? greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant angels; thec that day 605 
1 
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Thy thunders magnify'd ; but toxrate. 2 
Is greater than crtated to deſtroy. 
Who can impair: thee, mighty King, or bound 
Thy empire? eaſily the proud attempt 
Of ſpi'rits apoſtate and their counſels vain 610 
Thou haſt repell'd, while impiouſty they thought 
Thee to diminiſh, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worſhippers. Who ſeeks 
To leſſen thee, againſt his purpoſe ſerves 
To manifeſt the more thy might : his evil 615 
Thou uſeſt, and from thence creat'ſt more good. 
Witneſs this new-made World, another Heav'n 
From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glaſſy ſeaz - 
Of amplitude almoſt immenſe, with ſtars 620 
Numerous, and every ftar perhaps a world 
Of deſtin'd habitation 5 but thou know'ft 
Their ſeaſons : among theſe the ſeat of men, 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfus'd, 624 
Their pleaſant dwelling place. Thrice happy men, 
And ſons of men, whom hath thus advanc'd, 
Created in his image, ther to dwell 
And worſhip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on Earth, in fea, or air, 
And multiply a race of worthippers 639 
Holy and juſt : thrice happy if they know 
Their happineſs, and perſevere upright. 

So ſung they, and the empyrcan rung 
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With halleluiahs: thus was Gbbath kept. 
And thy requeſt think now fulfill'd; that aſk'd 635 
How firſt this World and face of things began, 
And what before thy memory was done 

From the beginning, that poſterity _ 
Inform'd by thee might know; if elſe thou ſeek'ſt 
Ought, not ſurpaſſing human meaſure, ſay. 640 


Tie Endof the Seventh Baok, 
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Thitieganichs: 


" x» 4 
Alam inyuires concernlt celeſtial motions, is doubtfulty anfwer i, 
and exhorted to ſearth rather things more worthy of knowledge: 
Adam affents, and till defirous to detain Raphael, relates to him 
what he remember'd fince his own creation, his placing in Paradiſe, 
his talk with God concerning ſalitude and fr ſoclety, his firſt meeting 
and nuptials with Bye, his diſcourſe with the angel thereupon; who 


after admonitions repeated departs. 


THE angel ended; and in Adam's ear 
$0 charming left his voice, that he a while 


Thought him Mill ſpeaking, ſtill ſtood fix'd to hear; 


Then as new wak'd thus gratefully reply d. 
What thanks ſufficient, or what recompenſe 

Equal have I to render thee, divine. 

Hiſtorian, who thus largely haſt allay'd 


The thirſt 1 had of knowledge, and vouchſaf d 


This friendly condeſcenſion to relate 

Things elſe by me unſearchable, now heard 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 

With glory attributed to the high 

Creator? ſomething yet of doubt remains, 

Which only thy ſolution can reſolve. 

When I behold this goodly frame, this world 

Of Heav'n'and Earth conſiſting, and compute 

Their magnitudes, this Earth, a ſpot, a graig, 
F ij 
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An atom, with-the\firmament compar'd'._ | 

And all her number'd ſtars, that ſeem to roll 
Spaces incomprehenſible (for fuch /? 20 
'Their diſtance argues and their ſwift return. 
Diurnal) merely to ofhciatelight ns þ 
Round this opacous Earth, this punQual n. — 
One day and night, in all their vaſt ſurvey 
Uſelcls beſides; reaſoning I oft admire, 23 
How Nature wiſe and frugal could commit 
Such diſproportions, with ſuperfluous flea” 

So many nobler bodies to create, 

Greater ſo manifold to this one uſe, nas 3% 
For ought appears, and on their orbs ban 544 
Such reſtleſs revolution day by dar- FS . 
Repeated, while the ſedentary Earth, - * 
That better might with far 1 more, 
Serv'd by more noble than herſelf, attains - 

Her end without leaſt motion, and receives, eas 
As tribute, ſueh a fumleſs journey bronglit 
Of incorporeal ſpeed, her warmth-and light; 
Bpeed, to deſevibe whoſe ſwiftneſs number fails. 

So ſpake our Sire, and by. his count' nance ſeem'd 

Entring on ſtudious thoughts abſtruſe, which Eye 40 
Perceiving where ſhe ſat retir'd in ſight, 23," 
With lowlineſs majeſtic from her ſeat, -* » "=p 
And grace that won who ſaw-to-wiſh her ſtay, —_ 
Roſe, and went forth among her fruits flowers, 
To viſit hoy they proſper d, bud and bloom, 45 
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Her nurſery; they at her coming ſprung, 
And touch'd by her fair tendence gladlier grew. 
"Yet went ſhe not, as not with ſuch diſcourſe 
Delighted, or not capable her car 
Of what was high: ſuch pleaſure ſhe reſerv'd, 50 
Adam relating, ſiſe ſole auditreſs 
Her huſband the relator ſhe preferr'd 
Before the angel, and of him to aſk 
Choſe rather; he, ſhe knew, would intermix ; 
Grateful digreſſions, and ſolve high diſpute 5s 
With conjugal careſſes; from his lip 
Not words alone plcas'd her. O when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join'd ? 
With goddeſs-like demeanour forth ſhe went, | 
Not unattended, for on her as queen 60 
A pomp of winning Graces waited ſtill, 
And from about her ſhot darts of deſire 
Into all eyes to wiſh her ſtill in ſight. 
And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propos'd 
Benevolent and facil thus reply'd. 65 
To aſk or ſearch I blame thee not, for Heav'n 

Is as the book of God: before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His ſeaſons, hours, or days, or months, or years: 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth, 70 
Imports not, if thou reckon right; the reſt 
From man or angel the great Architect 
Did wiſely to conceal, and not divulge . 
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His ſecrets to be ſcann'd by them who ought 

Rather admire; or if they liſt to try 75 
Conjecture, he his fabric of the heav'ns * 
Hath leſt to their diſputes, perhaps to move 

His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heav'n 

And calculate the ſtars, kow they will wield 89 
The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To ſave appearances, how gird the ſphere 

With centric and eccentric ſcribled o'er, 

Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb : 

Already by thy reaſoning this I gueſs, 85 
Who art to lead thy offspring, and ſuppoſeſt 

That bodies bright and greater ſnould not ſerve 
The leſs not bright, nor Heav'n ſuch journeys run, 
Earth ſitting ſtill, when ſhe alone receives 

The benefit: Conſider firſt, that great 90 
Or bright infers not excellence: the Earth 

Though, in compariſon of Heav'n, ſo ſmall, 

Nor gliſt'ring, may of ſolid good contain 

More plenty than the Sun that barren ſhines, 
Whoſe virtue on itſelf works no effect, 95 
But in the fruitful Earth; there firſt receiv'd 

His beams, unactive elſe, their vigor find. 

Yet not to Earth are thoſe bright luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earth's habitant. 

And for the Heav'n's wide circuit, let it ſpeak 100 
The Maker's high magnificence, who built 
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80 ſpacious, and his line ſtretch'd out fo far; 
That man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An edifice too large for him to fill, 
Lodg'd in a ſmall partition, and the reſt 
Ordain'd for uſes to his Lord beſt known,” 
The ſwiftneſs of thoſe circles attribinte, 
Though numberleſs, to his omnipotence, 
That to corporeal ſubſtances could add 
Speed almoſt ſpiritual; me thouthink'ſt not ſlow, 119 
Who ſince the morning hour ſet out from Heav'n 

Where God reſides, and ere mid-day arriv'd 

In Eden, diſtance inexpreſſible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge, 

Admitting motion in the Heay'ns, to ſhow 115 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd; 

Not that I fo affirm, though ſo it ſeem 

To thee who haſt thy dwelling here on Earth. 

God to remove his ways fram human ſenſe, 

Plac'd Heav'n from Earth ſu far, that earthly ſight, 

If it preſume, might err in things too high, 121 

And no advantage gain. What if the ſun | 

Be center to the world, and other ſtars 

By his attractive virtue and their own 

Incited, datce about him various rounds ? 125 

Their wand' ring courſe now high, now low, then hid, 
Progreſſive, retrograde, or ſtanding ſtill, 

In ſix thou ſeeſt, and what if ſeventh. to theſe. 

The planet Earth, ſo ſtedfaſt though ſhe ſeewy .. 


10g 


63 PARADISE Los. Book VIIE. 


" 


Inſenſibly three different motions move ? 130 
Which elſe to ſeveral ſpheres thou muſt aſcribe | 
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities, 

Or fave tie Sun his labor, and that ſwift 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb ſappos'd, 

Inviſible elſe above all ſtars, the wheel 135 
Of day and night; which needs not thy belief, 
If Earth induſtrious of herſelf fetch Day 

Travelling Eaſt, and with her part averſe 

From the ſun's beam meet Night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 140 
Sent from her through the wide tranſpicuous air, 

To the terreſtrial Moon be as a ſtar 

Inlightning her by day, as ſhe by night 

This Earth ? reciprocal, if land be there, 

Fields and inhabitants: her ſpots thou ſeeſt 145 
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her ſoften'd ſoil, for ſome to cat x 
Allotted there; and other ſuns perhaps 

With their attendent moons thou wilt deſery 
Communicating male and female light, I50 
Which two great ſexes animate the World, 

Stor'd in cach orb perhaps with ſome that live. 

For ſuch vaſt room in Nature unpoſlefs'd 

By living ſoul, deſert and deſolate, | 

Only to ſhine, yet ſcarce to contribute 1 
Each orb a glimpſe of light, convey d ſo far 

Down to this habitable, which returns 241 
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Light back to them, is obvious to diſputo. 

But whether thus theſe things, or whether not, 
Whether the ſun predominant in-Heav'n | 160 
Riſe on the Earth, or Earth riſe on the ſun, 

He from the Eaſt his flaming road begin, 

Or ſhe from Weſt her ſilent courſe advance 

With inoſſenſive pace that ſpinning ſleeps 

On her ſoft axle, while ſhe paces even 165 
And bears thee ſoft with the ſmooth air along, 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid, 

Leave them to God above, him ſerve and fear; 

Of other creatures, as him pleaſes beſt, 

Wherever plac'd, let him diſpoſe: joy thou 170 
In what ke gives to thee, this Paradiſe 

And thy fair Eve; Heav'n is for thee too high 

To know what paſſes there; be lowly wiſe : 

Think only what concerns thee and thy being; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 175 
Live, in what ſtate, condition or degree, 

Contented that thus far hath been reveal d 

Not of Earth only but of higheſt Heav'n. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, reply'd. 
How fully haſt thon ſatisfy'd me, pure 180 
Intelligence af Heav'n, angel ſerene, 

And freed from intricacies, taught to live 

The eaſieſt way, nor with perplexing thoughts 

To interrupt the ſweet of life, from which 

God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 183 
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And not moleſt us, unleſs we ourſelves | | 
Seek them with wand” ringthoughts, and notions vain 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove. | + 
Uncheck'd, and of her roving is no end; 

Till warn'd, or by experience taught, ſhe learn, 190 
That not to know at large of things remote 

From uſe, obſcure and ſubtle, but to know 

That which before-us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wiſdom; what is more, is fame, » | 
Or emptineſs, or fond impertinence, 19g 
And renders us in things that moſt concern 
Unpractis'd, unprepar'd, and ſtill to ſeccx. ö 
Therefore from this high pitch let us deſcend ö 
A lower flight, and ſpeak of things at hand 

Uſeful, whence haply mention may ariſe 
Of ſomething not unſeaſonable to aſk 
By ſufferance, and thy wonted favor deign'd. 

Thee [ have heard relating what was'done 

Ere my remembrance: now hear me relate 
My ſtory, which perhaps thou haſt not heard; 205 
And day is not yet ſpent; till then thou ſeeſt 

How ſubtly to detain thee I deviſe, 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate, 

Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply : | 

For while I fit with thee, I ſeem in Heav'n, 210 
And ſweeter thy diſcourſe is to my car 

Than fruits of palm-tree pleaſanteſt to thirſt 

And hunger both, from labor, at the hour 
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Of ſweet repaſt; they ſatiate, andꝭ ſoon fill 
Though pleaſant, but thy words with grace divine 


Imbued, bring to their ſweetneſt no-fatiety. 216 


To whom thus Raphael anſwer d heav'nly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ungruceful, Sire of Men, 
Nor tongue ineloquent; for God on thee 


Abundantly his gifts hath alſo pour d 220 


Inward and outward both, his image fair: 

Speaking or mute all comelineſs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms; 
Nor leſs think we in Heav'n of thee on Earth 

Than of our fellow - ſervant, and inquire 225 


Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 


For God we ſte hath honor'd thee, and ſet 
On man his equal love: ſay therefore on; 
For I that day was abſent, as befel, 


Bound on/a voyage uncouth and obſcure, 230. 


Far on excurſions tow ard the gates of Hell; 

Squar'd in full legion (ſuch command we had) 

To ſee that none thence iſſued forth a ſpy, 

Or enemy, while God was in his work, | 
Leſt he incens d at ſuch eruption bold, 235 
Deſtruction with creation might have mix' d. 

Not that they durſt without his lcave attempt, 

But us he ſends upon his high-beheſts - 

For ſtate, as Sovran King, and to inure 

Our prompt obedience. Faſt we found, faſt laut * 
The diſmal gates, and barricado'd ſtrong; 
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But long ere our approaching heard within: | | 

Noiſe, other than the ſound of dance or ſong, | 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we return'd up to the cœaſts of Light 245 

Ere ſabbath evening: ſo we had e, 12 

But thy relation now; for I attend, 

Pleas'd with thy words no leſs Than thou with mine, 
So ſpake the godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 

For man to tell tiow human life began 2350 

Is hard; for who himſelf begirining knew ? 

Deſire with thee ſtill longer-to'converſe 

Induc'd me. As new wak'd front ſoundeſt lep 

Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid | 

In balmy fweat, which with his beams the fun 255 

Soon dry'd, and on the reeking moiſture fed. 

Strait toward Heav'n my wond' ring eyes I turn d, 

And gaz'd a while the ample ſky, till rais d 

By quick inſtinctive motion up I ſprung, | 

As thitherward endevoring, and upright, 260 

Stood on my feet; about me round I ſaw - | 

Hill, dale, and ſhady woods, and ſunny plains, 

And liquid lapſe of murm'ring ſtreams ; by theſe, 

Creatures that liv'd and mov'd, and walk'd, or flew, 

Birds on the branches warbling ; allthings ſrtal'd, 265 

With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 

Myſelf I then perus'd, and limb by limb | 


Iurvey'd, and ſometimes went, and: ſometimes ran 
With ſupple joints, as lively vigor led + 
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But who I was, or where, or from what cauſe, 270 
Knew not; to ſpeak I try'd, and forthwith ſpake; 
My tongue obey d, and readily could name 
Whate'er I ſaw. Thou Sun, faid I, fair light, 
And thou inlighten'd Earth, fo freſh and gay, 
Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures tell, 276 
Tell, if ye ſaw, how came I thus, how here? 
Not of myſelf; by ſome great Maker then, 
In goodneſs and in power przeminent; 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 280 
From whom I have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I am happier than I know. 
While thus I call'd, and ſtray'd I knew not whither, 
From where I firſt drew air, and firſt beheld 
This happy. light, when anſwer none return'd, 285 
On a green ſhady bank profuſe of flowers 
Penſive I ſat me down; there gentle Sleep 
Eirſt found me, and with ſoft oppreſſion ſeis d 
My drouſed ſenſe, untroubled, though I thought 
I then was paſling to my former ſtate 290 
Inſenſible, and forthwith to diſſolve: 
When ſuddenly ſtood at my head a Dream, 
Whoſe inward apparition gently mov'd - 
My fancy to believe I yet had being, 
And liv'd : One came, methought, of ſhape divine, 
And ſaid; Thy manſion wants thee, Adam, riſe, 296 
Firſt Man, of men innumerable ordain'd 
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Firſt Father, call'd by thee I come thy guide 

Jo the Garden of BliG, thy feat prepar d. 

So ſaying, by the hand he took me rais'd, 300 
And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth ſliding without ſtep, laſt led me up 

A woody mountain; whoſe high top was plain, 

A circuit wide, inelos d, with goodlieſt trees 
Planted, with walks, and bowers, that what I ſaw 303 
Of Earth before ſcarce pleaſant feem'd. Each tree 
Loaden with faireſt fruit that hung to th' eye 
'Tempting, ſtirr'd- in me ſudden appetite 

To pluck and eat; whereat I wak'gd, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 
Had lively ſhadow?'d': here had new begun. - 
My wand'ring, had not he who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appear d, 

Preſcnce divine. Rejoicing, but with awe, 

In adoration at his feet I fell c 315 
gubmiſs: he rear d me, and Whom thou agb. I * 
Said mildly, Author of all this thou ſeeſt | 
Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Paradiſe I give thee, count it thine 

To till and keep, and of the fruit to cat: 320 
Of every tree that in the garden grows 

Eat freely with glad heart; fear here no dearth: 

But of the tree whoſe operation brings 

Nnouledge of good and ill, which I have ſet 


The plegge of thy obedience and thy faith, 325 
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Amid the garden by the tree of Life, 
Remember what I warn thee, ſhun to taſte, 
And ſhun the bitter conſequence : for know, 
The day thou cat'ſt thereof, my ſole command 
Tranſgreſs d, inevitably thou ſhalt die, 330 
From that day mortal, and this happy ſtate 
Shalt loſe, expell'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and ſorrow. Sternly he pronounced 
The rigid interdiction, which reſounds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 335 
Not to incur; but ſoon his clear aſpect 
Return'd, and gracious purpoſe thus renew'd. 
Not only theſe fair bounds, but all the Earth 
To thee and to thy race I give; as lords 
Poſſeſs it, and all things that therein live, 34S 
Or live in ſea, or air, beaſt, fiſh, and fowl. 
In ſign whereof each bird and beaſt behold 
After their kinds; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low ſubjection; underſtand the fame 345 
Of fiſh within their watry reſidence, 
Not hither ſummon'd, ſince they cannot change 
Their clement to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he ſpake, each bird and beaſt behold 
Approaching two and two, theſe cowring low 350 
With blandiſhment, each bird ſtoop'd on his wing. 
I nam'd them, as they paſs'd, and underſtood 
Their nature, with ſuch knowledge God indued 
Gij 
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My ſudden apprehenſion : but in theſe 
J found not what methought I wanted ſtill; 355 
And to the heav'nly Viſion thus preſum's. 
O by what name, for thou above all theſe, 
Above Mankind, or ought than Mankind higher, 


Surpaſſeſt far my naming, how may I 5 
Adore thee, Author of this univerſe, 360 
And all this good to man? for whoſe well being 

So amply, and with hands ſo liberal 


Thou haſt provided all things: but with me 
1 ſee not who partakes. In ſolitude 
What happineſs, who can enjoy alone, 365 
Or all enjoying, what contentment, find ? | 
'Thus I preſumptuous; and the Viſion bright, 
As with a ſmile more brighten'd, thus reply d. 
What call'ſt thou Solitude? is not the Earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 370 
Repleniſh'd, and all theſe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know'ſt thou not 
Their language and their ways? they alſo know, 
And reaſon not contemptibly ; with theſe 
Find paſtime, and bear rule; thy realm is large. 375 
So ſpake the univerſal Lord, and ſeem'd 
So ord'ring. I with leave of ſpeech implor'd, 
And humble deprecation thus reply'd. 
Let not my words offend thee, heav'nly Power; 
My Maker, be propitious while I ſpeak. 380 
Haſt thou not madę me here thy ſubſtitute, 
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And theſe inferior far beneath me ſet? 

Among unequals what fociety 

Can fort, what harmony or true delight? 

Which muſt be mutual, in proportion due 385 
Giv'n and receiv'd; but in diſparity 

The one intenſe, the other till remiſs 

Cannot well ſuit with either, but ſoon prove 
Tedious alike : of fellowſhip I ſpeak 


Such as I ſeek, fit to participate 390. 


All rational delight, wherein the brute 

Cannot be human conſort ; they rejoice 

Each with their kind, lion with lioneſs ; 

So fitly them in pairs thou baſt combin'd; 

Much leſs can bird with beaſt, or fiſh with fow! 395 

So well converſe, nor with the ox the ape; 

Worſe then can man with deaſt, and leaſt of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty anſwer d not diſpleas d. 

A nice and ſubtle happineſs I ſee 

Thou to thyſelf propoſeſt, iti the choice 400 

Of thy aſſociates, Adam, and wilt taſte 

No pleaſure, though in pleaſure, ſolitary. 

What think'ſt thou then of me, and this my ſtate? 

Seem I to thee ſufficiently poſſeſs'd 

Of happineſs, or not? who am alone 405 

From all eternity, for none I know 

Second to me or like, equal much leſs. 

How have I then with whom. to hold converſe 

Sa ve with the creatures which I made, and thoſe 
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To me inferior, infinite deſcents 410 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? | 
He ceas'd; I lowly anfwer'd. To attain 

The highth and depth of thy eternal ways 

All human thoughts come ſhort, Supreme of things; 


Thou in thyſelf art perfect, and in thee 415 


Is no deficience found; not ſo is man, 
But in degree, the cauſe of his deſire 
By gonverſation with his like to help, 
Or ſolace his defects. No need that thou 


Shouldſt propagate, already infinite, 420 


And through all numbers abſolute, though one; 
But man by number is to manifeſt | 

His ſingle imperfęction, and beget 

Like of his like, his image multiply d, 

In unity defeQive, which requires 425 
Collateral love, and deareſt amity. | 
'Thou in thy ſecreſy although alone, 

Keſt with thyſelf accompanied, ſeek'ſt not 

Social communication, yet fo pleas d, 

Canſt raiſe thy creature to what highth thoy wilt. 430 
Of union or communion, deify'd ; | 

I by converſing cannot theſe erect 

From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I imbolden'd ſpake, and freedom us d 


Permiſſive, and acceptance found, which gain'd 435 


This anſwer from the gracious voice divine. 
Thys far to try thee, Adam, I was pleas'd, 
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And find thee knowing not of beaſts alone, 
Which thou haſt rightly nam'd, but of thyſelf, 
Expreſſing well the ſpi'rit within thee free, 440 
My image, not imparted to the brute, 
Whoſe fellowſhip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reaſon was thou freely ſhouldſt diſlike, 
And be fo minded ſtill; I, ere thou ſpak'ſt, 
Knew it not good for man to be alone, 445 
And no ſuch company as then thou ſaw'(t 
Intended thee, for trial only brought, 
To ſee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meet: 
What next I bring ſhall. pleaſe thee, be aſſur'd, 
Thy likeneſs, thy fit help, thy other ſelf, 450 
Thy wiſh exactly to thy heart's deſire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heay'nly overpower d, 


In that celeſtial colloquy ſublime, 

As with an object that excels the ſenſe 
Nazzled and ſpent, funk down, and ſought repair 
Of Sleep, which inftantly fell on me, call'd 

By Nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 

Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 460 
Of fancy my internal fight, by which 

Abſtract as in a trance methought I faw, 

Though lleeping, where I lay, and ſaw the ſhape 
Still glorious before whom awake I ſtood : 

Who ſtooping apen'd my left fide, and took 465 
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From thence a rib, with cordial ſpirits warm, 

And life-blood ſtreaming freſh ; wide was the wound, 
But ſuddenly with' fleſh fill'd up and heal'd : 
The rib he form'd and faſhion'd with his hands; 
Under his forming hands a creature grew 470 
Manlike, but different ſex, ſo lovely fair, | 
That what ſeem'd fair in all the world, feem'd now 
Mean, or in her ſumm'd up, in her contain'd 

And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 


Sweetneſs into my heart, unfelt before, 475 


And into all things from her air inſpir'd 

The ſpirit of Love and amorous delight. 

She diſappear d, and left me dark; I wak'd 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her loſs, and other pleaſures all abjure : 480 
When out of hope, behold her, not far off, 

Such as I ſaw her in my dream, adorn'd 

With what all Earth or Heaven could beſtow 

To make her amiable : on ſhe came, 


Led by her heav'nly Maker, though unſeen, 485. 


And guided by his voice, nor uninform'd 

Of nuptial ſanity and marriage rites : 
Grace was in all her ſteps, Heav'n in her eye, 
In every geſture dignity and love. 


I overjoy'd could not forbear aloud. 499 
This turn hath made amends; thou haſt fulfll'd 


Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign, 
Giver of all things fair, but faireſt this 
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Of all thy gifts, nor envieſt. I now ſee 

Bone of my bone, fleſh of my fleſh, myſelf 495 
Before me; Woman is her name, of Man 
Extracted; for this cauſe he ſhall forego / 

Father and mother, and to' his wife adhere; 

And they ſhall be one fleſh, one heart, one ſoul. 

She heard me thus, and though divinely brought, 
Yet innocence and virgin modeſty, 5OT 
Her virtue and the conſcience of her worth, : 
That would be woo'd, and not unſought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtruſive, but retir'd, | 
The more deſirable, or to ſay al, 505 
Nature herſelf, though pure of ſinful thought, 
Wrought in her fo, that ſeeing me, ſhe turn'd; 
I follow'd her, ſne what was honor knew, 
And with obſequious majeſty approv'd 
My pleaded reaſon, To the nuptial bower 510 
I led her bluſhing like the Morn: all Heav'n, 

And happy conſtellations on that hour | 

Shed their ſelecteſt influence; the Earth 

Gave ſign of gratulation, and each hill; 

Joyous the birds; freſh gales and gentle airs 515 
Whilper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung roſe, flung odors from the ſpicy ſhrub, 
Diſporting, till the amorous bird of night 

Sung ſpouſal, and bid haſte the evening ſtar 

On his hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 520 
Thus have Þtold thee all my ſtate, and brought 
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My ſtory to the ſum of earthly bliſs 

Which I enjoy, and muſt confeſs to find 

In all things elſe delight indeed, but ſuch 

As us'd or not, works in the mind no change, 525 
Nor vehement deſire, theſe delicacies 

I mean of taſte, ſight, ſmell, herbs, fruits, and flowers, 
Walks, and the melody of birds; but here 

Far otherwiſe, tranſported I behold, | 
Tranſported touch; here paſſion firſt felt, 530 
Commotion * in all enjoyments elſe | 
Superior and ynmov'd, here only weak 

Againſt the charm of Beauty's powerful glance. 

Or Nature fail'd in me, and left ſome part 

Not proof enough ſuch object to ſuſtain, $535 
Or from my ſide ſubducting, took perhaps 

More than enough; at leaſt on her beſtow'd 

Too much of ornament, in outward ſhow 

Elaborate, of inward leſs exact. | 

For well I underſtand in the prime end 540 
Of Nature her th' inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties, which moſt excel, 

In outward alſo her reſembling leſs 

His image who made both, and leſs expreſſing 

The character of that dominion given 545 
O'er other creatures ; yet when I approach | 
Her lovelineſs, ſo abſalute ſhe ſerme 

And in herſelf complete, ſo well to know 

Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or fay 
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geems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt; | $50 
All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded, Wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
Loſes diſcountenanc'd, and like ar ben, 
Authority and Reaſon on her wait, | 

As one intended firſt, not after made. ace N ogg 
Occaſionally ; and to conſummate all, 0 
Greatneſs of mind, and Noblenefs their ſeut 

Build in her lovelieſt, and create an Wwe 

About her, as a guard angelic plac c. 

To whom the angel with contracted brow. 560 
Accuſe not Nature, ſhe hath done her part; | 
Do thou but thine, and be not difident 
Of Wiſdom, ſhe deſerts thee not, if thou | 
Diſmiſs not her, when moſt thou-need*ſt her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things 565 
Leſs excellent, as thou thyſelf pereeiv ſt. 

For what admir'ſt thou, what tranſports thee ſo, 

An outſide? fair no doubt, and worthy well 

Thy cheriſhing, thy honoring, and thy love, 

Not thy ſubjection: weigh with her thyſelf; 570 

Then value: oft-times nothing profits more 

Than ſelf. eſteem, grounded on juſt and right 

Well manag'd; of that ſkill the more thou know'ſt, 
The more ſhe will acknowledge thee her head, 

And to realities yield all her ſhows: 578. 
Made fo adorn for thy delight the more, 

89 awful, that with honor thon may'ſt love 


* 
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Thy mate, who'ſces when thou art ſeen leaſt wiſe, 

But if the ſenſe of tuch whereby mankind 

Is propagated ſein ſuch dear delight 580 

Beyond all other, think the ſame vouchſaf d 

To cattel and each beaſt; which would net be 

To them made common and divulg'd, if ought 

Therein enjoy d were worthy to ſubdue 

The ſoul of man, of paſſibn in him move. 585 

What high'er-im-her ſociety thou find'ſt 

Attractive, human, rational, love ſtill ; 

In loving thou doſt well, in paſſion not, 

Wherein true love conſiſts not; Love refines | 

The thoughts, and heart inlarges, hath his ſeat 590 

In rea'ſfon, and is judicious, is the ſcale | 

By which to heav'nly love thou may'ſt aſcend, 

Not ſunk in carnal pleaſure, for which cauſe 

Among the beaſts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abaſh'd Adam reply'd. 595 

Neither her outſide form'd fo fair, nor ought 

In procreation common to all kinds 

{Though higher of the genial bed by far, 

And with myſterious reverence I deem} 

So much delights me, as thoſe graceſul acts, 600 

Thoſe thouſand decencies that daily flo“. | 

From all her words and actions mix'd with love 
And ſweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 

Union of mind, or in us both one ſoul; 

Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605 
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More grateful than harmonious ſound to th car. 
Vet theſe ſubjett nut; I to thee diſcioſe 
What inward thence I feel; not therefore foil'd, | 
Who meet with various objects, from the ſenſe 
Variouſly repreſenting; yet ſtill fren 610 
Approve the beſt, and follow what I approre. 
To love thou hlamꝰſt me not, for love thou ſay'ſt 
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what aſk; 
Love not the heavnly ſpirits; and how their love 615 
Expreſs they, by looks only', or do they mix 
Itradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? | 

To whom the angel with a ſmile that glow'd 
Celeſtial roſy red,.Love's proper hue, 
Anſwer'd. Let it ſuffice thee that thou know'ſt 620 
Us happy*, and without love no happineſs, 


z | Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy ſt 


(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 

In eminence, and obſtacie find none 

Of membrane, joint, or limb, excluſive bars; 625 
Eaſter than air with air, if ſpi'rits embrace, 


Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
> Deſiring; nor reſtrain'd conveyance need 


As fleſh to mix with fleſh, or ſoul with ſoul. 


1 But I can now. no more; the parting ſun 630 
= Beyond the Earth's green cape and verdant iles 
= Heſperiaa ſets, my ſignal to depart. 


Be ſtrong, live happy*, and love, but firſt of all 
Volume II. H 
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Him whom to love is to obey, and keep. 
His great command; take heed left paſſion ſway 635 
Thy judgment to do ought; which elſe free will 
Would not admit; thine and of all thy fons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac' d; beware. 
in thy perſevering ſhall rejoice, 
And all the Bleſt: ſtand faſt; to ſtand or fall 640 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 
Perfect within, no outward aid require; 
And all temptation to tranſgreſs repel. 
So ſaying, he aroſez whom Adam thus 
Follow'd with benediction. Since to part, 645 
Go heav'nly gueſt, ethereal meſſenger, 
Sent from whoſe ſovran goodneſs I adorc. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honor'd ever 
With grateful memory: thou to mankind 650 
Be good and friendly ſtill, and oft return. 
So parted they, the angel up to Heav'n 
From the thick ſhade, and Adam to his bower. 


The End of the Eighth Book. 
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The Argument. 


Satan having compaſs'd the Earth, with anedirated guile returns 24 4 
miſt by night into Paradiſe, enters into the ſerpent ſeeping · Adam 
and Eve in the morning go forth to their labors, which Eve propoſes 

to divide in ſeveral places, each laboring apart: Adamrconſents not, 
alledging the danger, leſt that enemy,of whom they were forewaru'd, 
ſhould attempt her founi alone: Eve loath to de tnouput not circum- 
ſpett or firm enough, urms her going apart, the gather deſirous to 
make trial of her ſtrength z Adam at Jaſt yields : the ſerpent finds 
her alone; his ſubtle approach, firſt garing, then ſpeaking, with 
much flattery extolling Eve above al} other creatures. Eve wondering 
to hear the ſerpent ſpeak, aſks how he attzin'd to human ſpeech an 


ſuch underſtanding not till now; the ferpent auf wers, that by taſtin 


of a certain tree ja. the garden he attain'd both to rc, and reaſon, 
till then void of both: Eve requires him 10 bring her to that trec, 
and finds it to be the tree of Knowledye forbidden: the ſerpent now 
grown bolder, with many wiles and argemegts induces her at length 
to eat; ſhe pleas'd with the taſte deliberates a while whether t9 
baipart thereof to Adam or not, at laft brings him of the fruit, re- 


+ lates what perſuaded her to eat thereof: Adam at firſt amaztd, but 


© perceiving her loſt, reſolves through ychemence of love to periſh 
with her » and gxtenanting rhe treſpaſs eats alſo of the fruit: rhe 
effects thereof in them both; they ſeek to cover their nakeducſsg 
then fall to variance and aceufation of one 2 


No more of talk where God er angel gueſt 

With man, as with his friend, familiar us d 

To ſit indulgent, and with him partake 

Rural repaſt, permitting him the while 

Venial diſcourſe unblam'd : 1 now muſt change 5 
"Thoſe notes to tragic; foul diſtruſt, and breach | 
Diſloyal on the part of man, revolt, 
H ” 
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And diſobedience : on the part of Heavn 
Now alienated, diſtance and diſtaſte, 
Anger and juſt rebuke, and judgment given, 


That brought into this world a world of woe, 


Sin and her ſhadow Death, and Miſery 
Death's harbinger: ſad taſk,-yet argument 
Not tefs but more heroic than the wrath 
Of ſtern Achilles on his foe purſu'd | 
Ine n about Troy Aer rage 
Or Neptune” s ire or Juno's,. that ſo ls 
Perplex's the Greek and Gytherea' s ſon; 

It anſwerable ſtile I can obtain 
Of my celeſtial Patroneſs, who-deiges 

Her nightly viſitation unimplor d. 
And dictates to me nd ring, or inſpires 
Eaſy my unptemellitated vers: 

Since firſt this ſubject for heroic ng 
Pleas'd me long chuſing. and, beginaing la; 
Not ſedulous by nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto the only argument 

Heroic deem d, chief maſt ry to:diffet + 
With long and tedious havoc ſabled; knights 
In battels feign'd; the bettet fortitude - - 
Of Patience and heroic Martyrdom | ., | 
Unſung; or, to deſeribe races and — 
Or tilting, furniture, imblazon d thields, 
Impreſles quaint, eapariſons and ſtecds; 
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Baſes and tinſel trappings, gorgeous knights N 
At jouſt and torneament ; then marſhal'd. feaſt 

Serv'd up in hall with ſewers, — 0 


4 The ſkill of artifice or office mean, 


Not that which-juſtly gives heroic name 40 
To perſon or to poem. Me of theſe b, 
Nor (kill'd nor ſtudious, higher — 

Remains, ſufficient of itſelf to raiſe 

That name, unleſs an age too late, or cold 


1 ] Climate, or years damp my intended wing 45 
> Depreſs'd, and muck they may, if all be mine, 


Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear. 
The ſun was ſunk, and after him the ſtar 
Of Heſperus, whoſe office is to bring 


>> Twilight upon the Earth, ſhort arbiter 50 


Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 


$ Night's hemiſphere had veil'd th' horizon round: 


When Satan who late fled before the threats 


ol Gabriel out of Eden, now-improv'd 


In meditated fraud and malice, bent 55 
On man's deſtruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himſelf, fearleſs'return'd. 


I F By night he fled, and at midnight return d 
From compaſſing the Earth, cautious of day, 
Since Uriel regent of the ſun deſery d 60 
His entrance, and forewarn'd the cherubim 


That kept their watch; thence full of anguiſh drivcn, 
The ſpace of ſey'n continued nights he rode 
H ĩij 
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With Darkneſs, thrice the-equinoRial line 
He circled, four times croſs d the car of Night 6x 
From pole to pole, traverſing each coture ; 
On th' eighth return d, and om the eoaſt averſe 
From entrance or cherubic watch, by ſtealth 

Found unſuſpected way. There Was à place, 69 
Now not, tho Sin, not Time, firſt wrought the change, 
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradiſe 

Into a gulf ſhot-under; grongd, till part 

Roſe up a fountain by the tree of Liſe; 

In with the river ſunk, and wich it roſe 

Satan involv'd in riſing miſt, then {ought 76 
Where ta lie hid ſea he back ſearch d and land 
From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 

Mzotis, up beyond the river Ob; ä 
Downward as far antarctie; and in length 

Weſt from Orontes to the ocean barr d 80 
At Darien, thence to the land wherei flows | 
Ganges and Indus: thus the orb he roam d 

With narrow ſearch, and with. in ſpec tion deep 
Conſider d every ereature, which of all 0 

Moſt opportune might: ſerve his les, and found 853 
The ſerpent ſubtleſt beaſt of aſt the held. 

Him after long debate, irreſolute 

Of thoughts reyolw d, his final ſeutenee choſe 

Fit veſſel, fitteſt imp of fraud, in whom | 
Jo enter, and his dark ſuggeſtions hide 90 
From ſharpeſt fight : ſor in the wily ſaake, 
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Whatever ſleights none would ſuſpicious mark, 
As from his wit and native ſubt let 
Proceeding, which in other beaſts obſerv d | 
Doubt might heget of:diabolic-power 93 
Active within beyond the ſenſe of brute. 
Thus he reſolv d, but ſirſt from ir ward grief 
His burſting paſſion into plaints thus pour d. 

O Earth, how Uke to Heav'n, if not preferr' d 
More juſtly, ſeat. worthier of gods, 2s built 10 
With ſecond thoughts, reforming what was old ! 


| ; 4 For what god after better worſe wauld build? 
> Terreſtrial Heav'ny danc'd round by other heav'ns 


That ſhine, yet bear their bright officious lamps, 


Y | Light above light, for thee alone, as ſeems 105 
In thee concentring all their precious beams 


Of ſacred influence! As God in Heav'n 


| ls center, yet extends to all, ſo thon 


Centring receiv'ſt from all thoſe 'orbs; in thee, 


Not in themſelves, all their known virtue appears 


Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 111 
Of creatures animate with gradual life 
Of growth, ſetiſe, reaſon, all ſumm d up in man. 


With what delight could I have walk'd thee round, 
If I could joy in ought, ſweet interchange 115 
Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods and plains, 
Now land, now ſea, and ſhores with foreſt crown'd, 

| 1 Rocks, dens, and caves! but I in none of theſe 
Find place or refuge; and the more I ſee 
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Pleaſures about me, ſo much more I feel 120 
Torment within mel, as from the hateful ſiege 

Of contraries; all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in Heav'n much worſe would be my ſtate. 
But neither here ſeek I, no nor in Heav'n | 
To dwell, unleſs by maſtring Heav'n's Supreme; 125 
Nor hope to be myſelf leſs miſerable + 

By what I ſeek, but others to make ſuch 

As 1, though thereby worſe to me redound : 

For only in deſtroying I find caſe 

To my relentleſs thoughts; and him deſtroyed, 130 
Or won to what may work his utter loſs,' 

For whom all this was made, all this will ſoon 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe, 

In woe then; that Deſtruction wide may range: 

To me ſhall be the glory ſole among 135 
'Th' infernal powers, in one day to have marr'd 
What he Almighty ſtil'd, ſix nights and days 
Continued making, and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving, though perhaps 

Not longer than ſince I in one night freed 140 
From ſervitude inglorious well nigh half 

Th' angelic name, and thinner leſt the _—_y 

Of his adorers: he to be aveng'd, 

And to repair his numbers thus impair'd, 

Whether ſuch virtue ſpent of old now fail'd 145 
More angels to create, if they at leaſt 

Are his created, or to ſpite us more, 
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Determin'd to advance into our room 

A creature form'd: of eatth, — 
Exalted from ſo baſe original, 150 
With beav'nly ſpoils, our ſpoils : ok nad 
He” eſſected; man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and Earth his ſeat, 

Him lord pronounc d, and, O indignity ! 

Subjected to his ſervice angel wings, 
And flaming miniſters to watch and tend 
Their earthly charge: of theſe the vigilance 
I dread, and to elade, thus wrapt in miſt 
Of midnight vapor glide obſeure, and pry 

In every buſh and brake, where hap may find 160 
The ſerpent ſleeping, in whoſe mazy folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring, 

O foul deſcent l that I who erſt contended 

With gods 40 fit the high eſt, am now conſtrain d 
Into a beaſt; and mix d with beſtial ſlime, 165 
This eſſenee to incarnate and imbrute, 

That-to the bighth of-Deity aſpir d; 

But what will not Ambition and Revenge 

Deſeend to? vho aſpires muſt don as low 

As high he @ar'd, obnoxious firſt or laſt 270 
To baſeſt things. Revenge, at firſt though ſweet, 
Bitter ere long back on itſelf recoils; | 
Let it; I teck not, ſo it light well aim'd, . - 

Since higher I fall ſhort, on him who next 
Frovokes my envy, this now favourite 175 


153 
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Of Heav'n, this Man of Clay, fon of Deſpite, © ' 


| Whom us the more to ſpite his Maker raifd * ? 
ll From duſt : ſpite then with ſpite is beſt repaid. þ 4 
l So ſaying, through euch thicket dank or dr, 
l Like a black miſt low creeping, he held on - 186 Aie 
His midnight ſearch, where ſooneſt he might find ' Lu 
9 The ſerpent: him faſt ſleeping, ſoon he nya i. WM Lo 
it In labyrinth of many a round ſelf=roli'd, „ one 
| His head the midfty well Nord with ſubtle wiles Ten 
1 Not yet in horrid ſhade of diſmal den, | 185 or! 
N Nor nocent yet, but on the graſſy herb BIT Let 
. Fearleſs unfear d he ſlept: in at his 100 inbkta 74 Lea 
i The Devil enter d, and his brutal ſenſe, — The 
fl In heart or head; poſſeſſing ſoon inſpir da The 
bf With act intelligential z but his flee» 190 In y 
9 Diſturb d not, waſting eloſe th approach of morn. Wit! 
| Now when as ſacred Light began to dawu For 
if In Eden on the humid flowers, that breath' our 
i Their morning incenſe; when all things that breathe, Lol 
| From th' Earth's great altar ſend up ſilent praiſe x95 Caſus 
; To the Creator, and his noſtrilsfill © | Our 
| With grateful ſmell; forth came the Humari Pair, | Early 
And join'd thelr vocal worſhip to the quire IF To 
i Of creatures wanting voice; that done, partake x Sole E 
k The ſeaſon, prime for ſweeteſt ſents and airs: 20 Comp 
Then commune how that day they beſt may ply Well] 
How v 


Their growing work : for much their work oytgrew | 
The hands' diſpatch of two gard'ning fo wide, 
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And Eve firſt to her huſband thus began. 
Adam, well may we labor ſtill to dreſs 205 

This garden, {till to tend plant, herb and flower, 
Our pleaſant taſk-injoin'd, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labor grows, 
Luxurious by reſtraint ; what we by day | 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 210 
One night or two with. wanton growth derides 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now adviſe, 

br bear what to my mind firſt thoughts preſent ; 
> Let us divide our labors, thou where choice 
L“ eads thee, or where moſt needs, whether to wind 215 
The woodbine round this arbor, or direct 


© The claſping ivy where to climb, while 
In yonder ſpring of roſes intermix'd 


I With myrtle, find what to redreſs till noon : 


9 For while ſo near cach other thus all day 220 


our taſk we chuſe, what wonder if ſo near 
2X Looks interveen and ſmiles, or object new 
Caſual diſcourſe draw on, which intermits - 


= Our day's work brought to little, though begun 


= Early, and th' hour of ſupper comes unearn d. 225 
7 To whom mild anſwer Adam thus return d. 
XX Sole Eve, aſſociate ſole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living ereatures dear, 


Well haſt thou motion'd, well thy thoꝝghts employ d 


low we might beſt fulfil the work which here 230 
x God hath aſſign'd us, nor of me ſhalt paſs 1 
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Unprais'd : for nothing lovelier can be found” | 
In woman, than to ſtudy houſhold good, 

And good works in her huſband to promote; 


Vet not ſo ſtriftly-hath our Lord impos d . 235 


Labor, as to debar us when we need 

Refreſhment, whether food, or talk between, 

Food of the mind, or this ſweet intercourſe 

Of looks and ſmiles, for ſmiles from Reaſon flow, - 
To brute deny d, and are of Love the food, 240 


Love not the loweſt end of human life. 


For not to irkſome toil, but to delight = 

He made us, and delight to reaſon join'd; 

'Theſe paths and bowers doubt not but our joint hands 

Will keep from wilderneſs with eaſe, as wide 245 

As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 

Aſſiſt us: but if muck; canverſe perhaps 

Thee ſatiate, to ſnort abſence I could yield: 

For ſolitude ſometimes is beſt ſociety, 

And ſhort retirement urges ſweet return. 250 

But other doubt poſſeſſes me, leſt harm 

Befal thee ſever q from me; for thou know ſt 

What hatlr been warn'd-us; what malicious foc 

Envying our happineſs, and of his own 

Deſpairing, ſceks'to-work' us oe and ſhame 255 

By ly aſſault 5 and ſomewhere nigh at hand 

Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find - 

His wiſh-and beſt advantage, us aſander, 

Hopeleſs to circumvent us join d, where each 
I 
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To other ſpeedy-aid might lend at need; 260 

Whether his firſt deſign be to wg: * = 
Our feilty; from. God, or to diſturb 

Conjugal love, than which perhaps e 

Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more; | 

Or this, or worſe, leave not the faithful ſide 265 


That gave thee be'ing, ſtill ſhades thee and protects. 


The wife, where danger or diſhonor lurks, 
Safeſt and ſeemlieſt/by her huſband ſtays, 


Who guards her, or with her the worſt endures. 


To whom the virgin majeſty of Eve, - 270 


F ; As one who loves, and ſome unkindneſs meets, 
3 With ſweet auſtere compoſure thus reply d. 


Offspring of Heav 'n and Earth, and all Earth's lord, 


9 That ſuch an enemy we have, who ſeeks 
22 Our ruin, both by thee inform ' d I learn, 275 


And from the parting angel over-heard, 


As in a ſhady nook I ſtood behind. 

Juſt then return'd at ſhut of evening flowers. 
Hut that thou ſhouldſt my firmneſs; therefore. doubt 
F To God or thee, becauſe we have a'foe 280 
May tempt it, I expected not to heart. 
3 His violence thou fear'ſt not, being/ſuch -- 

As we, not capable of death or pain, 
Quan either not receive, or can repe. 

of His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers 285 
oF Thy equal fear that my firm faith and love © 


Can by his fraud be ſhaken or ſeduc d 
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Thoughts, which how found they harbour ig thy breaſt, 

Adam, miſ- thought of her to thee {6 dear ? | 
To whom with healing words Adam reply d. 290 

Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 

For ſuch thou art, from ſm and blame entire : 

Not diffident of thee do I diſſuade 

Thy abſence: from my ſight, but to avoid 

Th' attempt itſelf; intended by out foe, 295 

For he who tempta, though! in vain, at leaſt aſperles 

The tempted with diſhonor foul, ſuppoi'd 

Not incorruptibl&of faith, not proof 

Againſt temptation : thay thyſelf with ſcorn 

And anger would ſt reſent the offer d wrong, 300 

Though ineſſectual found: miſdeem not then, 

If ſuch affront I labor to avert x 

From r 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare, * 

Or daring, firſt on me th' aſſault ſhall light. 305 x8 

Nor thou his malice and falſe guile contemn; 1 

Subtle he needs muſt he, who could ſeduce 

Angels; nor think ſuperfluous others aid. 

I from the influence of thy looks recelve g 

Acceſs in every virtue, in thy ſight 310 

More wiſe, more watchful; ſtronger, if need were 

Of outward ſtrength; while ſhame, thou looking on, 

Shame to be overcome or orer-rcachd . 

Would utmoſt vigor raiſe, and rais'd unite. 

Why ſhouldſt not thou like ſenſe within'thee feel 315 


oy 
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When 1 am preſent, and thy trial chuſe 


F With me, beſt witneſs of thy virtue try'd ? 


So ſpake domeſtic Adam in his care 


Aud matrimonial lone; but Eve,who thought = 
2 Ledſs attributed to her faith ſincere, + 3320 


Thus her reply. with accent ſweet renew d. 
- If this be our condition, thus to dwell. 


in narrow cireuit ſtraitcn'd.by.a foe, 

2 Subtle or Violent, we not indued e 
= Single with like defenſe, wherever met, 3325 
. How are we happy, ſtill in fear of harm? N 
But harm precedes not ſin: only our. ſoe 

| 4 | Tempting affronts us with his foul eſteem 

Ot our integrity: his foul eſteemm 
Sticks no diſhonot on our front, hut turis 330 


Foul on himſelf; then wherefore ſhunn'd or fear d 


5 By us? who rather double honor gain 
> From his ſurmiſe prov d falſe, ſind peace e 
: 5 Favor from Heav'n, our witneſs from th event. 


And what is faith, love, virtue unaſſay 1 336 
Alone, without exterior help ſuſtain d? 
Let us not then ſuſpect our happy ſtate 


7 Left ſo impertect by the Maker wife, 

As not ſecure ta ſingle or combin d. | 
Full is our happineft, if this be ſo," © 340 
And Eden were no Eden thus enposd. 


To whom thus Adam ferveiitly reply d. 


o Wowan, beſt ate all things as the weill 


ly 
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Since reaſon not impoſſibly may meet 4 4 360 


Of God ordain'd them; his creating Hand 
Nothing imperfettor:deficient laſftt 3345 
Of all that he created, much leſs man, 
Or ought that might his happy ſtate ſecure, 

Secure from outward-force; within himſelf 

The danger lies; yet lies within his power 3 
Againſt his will he ean receive no harm. 350 
Bat God left free the will, for what ober, 
Reaſon, is free, and Reaſon he made right, 

But bid her well be ware, and ſtill erect, 

Leſt by ſome fair appearing good ſurprig d 

She dictate falſe, and miſinform the will 3355 
To do what God-exprefly hath forbil. 

Not then Miſtruſt, but tender Love injoins, 

That I ſhould mind thee oft, and mind 1 me. 
Firm we ſubſiſt, yet poſſible to ſwerve, 


9088 


Some ſpecious objeſt by the foe. ſuborn d. 
And fall into deception una ware 
Nat keeping ſtricteſt watch, as ſhe was wurd. 
Seek not temptation then, vhich to av, 
Were better, and moſt likely if from me 365 
Thou ſever not: trial will come unſought. O 
Wouldſt thou apptove thy conſtancy, approve * 
Firſt thy obedience; th' other ho can Know, 4 
Not ſeeing thet attempted, who htteſt ? . 
But if thou think trial unſought may ſind 370 
Us both ſecurer than thus warn'd thou ſeem ſt. 
7 1 


* 
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Go; for thy ſtay, not free, abſents Sys 

Go in thy native. innacence, rely 

hh On what then e ee eee b dn 
3 For God to ung hes bath dens big Pant, do thine: 

S501 ſpake the Patriarch of Mankind ; but Eve 376 

Perſiſted, yet ſubmiſs, though laſt, repiy d. | 

With thy permiſſion then, and thus fore warn d 

Chiefly by what thy own laſt reaſoning-words 

Touch'd only, that our trial, when leaſt ſought, 380 

May find us both perhaps far leſs-prepar'd, 

The willinger I go, nor much expect | 

A foe fo proud will firſt the weaker ſeck ; | 

So bent, the more ſhall ſhame him his repulſe. 384 

> "Thus ſaying, from her huſband's hand her hand 
4 Soft ſhe withdrew, and like a wood-nymph light, 
> Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's trau, 

2 Betook her to the groves, but Delia's ſelf 

In gate ſuirpaſs'd, and goddeſs-like:deport, = 

Though not as ſhe with bow and quiver arm's 390 

= But with ſuch gard' ning tools as Art yet rude, 

Guiltleſs of fire, had form'd, or aigels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona, thus adorn d. 

> Likeſt ſhe ſeem d, Pomona when ſhe fled 

Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime, 393 

> Yet virgin of Proſerpina from Jo ve. 

ler long with ardent look his eye ptrſu'd 

Delighted, but deſiring more her ſtay. 

Ott he to her his charge of quick return 

I iy 
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Repeated ſne to him as oft engag d 400 
To be return'd by non amid the bo wer,. 
And all things in beſt order to invite 
Noontide repaſt; or afternoon's repoſ e. 
O much deceiv d, much failing, hapleſs Eve, 
Of thy preſum ' ꝗ return] event perverſe! 405 
Thou never from that hour in Paradiſe "7111 1151 * 
Found'ſt either ſwert repaſt, or ſound repoſe; 
Such ambuſhihid among ſweet flowers and ſhades 
Waited wjth:helliſhrancor imminennt 
To intercept thy way, or ſend thee hack 410 
Deſpoil'd of innocence, of faith, of hliſs. 
For now, and ſince firſt break of daun the Fiend, 
Mere ſerpent in appearance, forth was come, 
And on his queſt, where likelieſt he might find 


The only two of Mankind, but in them 413 


The whole included race, his purpos d prey. 
In bower and ſield he ſought, where any tuft 
Of grove or garden- plot more pleaſant lay, 
Their tendence or plantation for delight; 
By fountain or by ſhady rivulet 420 
He ſought them both, but wiſn'd his hap: might find 
Eve ſeparate, he-wiſh'd, but not with hope 
Of what ſo ſeldom chanc'd, when to his wiſh, 
Beyond his hope, Eve ſeparate he ſpies, 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where ſhe ſtood, 425 
Half ſpy'd, ſo thick the roſes bluſhing round 
About her glow'd, oft ſtooping to ſupport 


25 
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Each flower of ſlender ſtalk, whoſe head though gay ; 
Carnation, purple?; azure; or ſpeck*d with gold. 


be. Hung drooping unſuſtain d; them ſhe: — "430 


Gently with myrtle band, mindleſs the — 


3 | Herſelf, though faiteſt unſupported” flower, - 


From her belt prop ſo far, and ſtorm fo — . 


1 Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers d 
bOf ſtatelieſt covert, cedar, pine, or palm, 435 
I hen voluble and bold, now hid, now feer - 

Among thick- woven arborets and flower? 
imborder'd on each bank, the hand of EV: 

> Spot more delieious than thoſe gardens teig d 

* Or of reviv'd Adonis;'or rerown'd' 44340 
* Alcinous, hoſt of old Laertes ſnng̃m 

Or that, not myſtic, where the ſapient 1 
Ileld dalliance with his fair —— 
Much he the place admir d, the perſon more. 
As one who long in populous city pent, 445 
Where houſes thick and ſewers annoy the air, 


Forth iſſuing on a ſummer's. morn to breathe. 


Among the pleaſant villages and farm 
2 Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceives delight, 
The ſmell of grain, or tedded graſs, or kine, 450 
Or dairy”, each rural ſight, each rural ſound; 
8 I chance with nymphlike ſtep fair virgin paſs, 
'F What pleaſing ſeem'd, for her now pleaſes more, 
4 She moſt, and in her look ſums all delight: 
2X Such pleaſure took the ſerpent to behold 455 
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This flo wery plat, the ſweet, receſs. of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone; her heav'nly form 
Angelic, but more ſoft, and femenine, 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 

Of geſture or leaſt action overan'd * 460 
His malice, and with rapin ſweet bereav'd 

His fierecneſs of the fierce intem it brought: 

That ſpace the Evil-one abſtracted ſtood 122 
From his own ev il, and for the time remain d 
Stupidly good, of enmity diſarm d, 465 
Of guile, of hate, of enyy, of revenge; 

But the hot bell that always in him burns, 

Though in mid Heav'n, ſoon. ended his delight, 

And tortures him now more, the more he ſees 

Of pleaſure not for him ordain d: then ſoon 470 
Fieree hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 


Of miſchief, gratulating, thus excites, 
Thoughts, whither have ye led me | with what ſweet 

Compulſion thus tranſported to forget 

Of Paradiſe for Hell, hope here to taſte 476 

Of pleaſure, but all pleaſure to deſtroy, 


Save what is in deſtroying; other joy 

To me is loſt. Then let me not let paſs 

Occaſion which now ſmiles; behold alone 4% 
The Woman, opportune to. all attempts, 

Her huſband, for I view far round, not nigh, 

Whoſe higher intellectual more I ſhun, 
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And ſtrength, of courage haughty, and of limbo 
Heroic built, though of terreſtrial mold, ' - 485 
Poe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not; ſo much hath Hell debas d, and pain 
o fllafeebled me, to what I was in He- n. 
= She fair, divinely fair, fit love for gods, | 
Not teryible, though terror be in lore 4590 
And beauty, not approach'd by ſtronger hate, 
Hate ſtronger, under ſhow of love well feign' d. 
The way uhich to her ruin now I tend. 
> 0s ſpake the Enemy of mankind, inclos'd | 
In ſerpent, inmate bad, and toward Exe 495 
Addreſs d his way, not with indented wave, 
= Prone on the ground, as ſince, but on his rear, 
Circular baſe of riſing folds, that towet d 
Fold above fold a ſurging maze, his hedde 
Creſted aloſt, and carbuncle his eye; »/» $00 
with burniſh'd/neck-of verdant gold. eret 
7 Amidlt his circling ſpires, that on the gras 
| X Floted redundant: pleaſing was — toil 
176 | 1 And lovely; never ſince of ſerpent kind | 
Lovelier, notthoſe that in IIlyria _ _ ai 
ö Hermione and Cadmus, or the god ** 
In Epidanrus ;; nor to which transform'd: * 
40 Ammonian jove, or Capitoline was ſeen, | 
| He with Olympias, this with her who bara 5 
F ; Scipio the highth of Rome. With tract oblique- 519 
At firſt, as one who» ſought acceſs, but fear c 


Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd. 
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1 
To interrupt, ſide-long he works his way. I 
As when a ſhip by ſkilful ſteerſman wrought \ 
Nigh river's mouth or foreland, where the wind V 
Veers oft, as oft ſo ſteers, and ſhifts her fail: 315 I 
So varied he, and of his tortuous train 2: 
Curl'd many, a wanton wreath in ſight of Eve, = H 

V 

A 

B) 


To lure her eye; ſhe buſied heard the ſound, WW. 

Of ruſling leaves, but minded not, as us d *8 

To ſuch difport before her through the field, 520 1 

From every beaſt, mare duteous at her call, 

Than at Circean call the herd diſguis'd. 

He bolder now, uncall'd before her ſtood, 

But as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 

His tyrret creſt, and ſleek enamel'd neck, 525 

Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon the trod. 

His gentle dumb expreſſion turn'd at length. 

The eye of Eve to mark his play; he glad 

Of her attention gain'd, with n 

Organic, or impulſe of vocal air, 0 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. | 
Wonder not, fovran Miſtreſs, if perhaps 

Thou canſt, who art ſole wonder; much leſs arm 

Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildneſs, with diſdain, 

Diſpleas d that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535 

Inſatiate, I thus fingle, nor have fear d 


Faireſt reſemblance of thy Maker fair, 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
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By gift, and thy celeſtial beauty adore 540 
With raviſhment beheld, there beſt beheld 
> Where univerſally admir'd; but here 
In this incloſure wild: theſe beaſts among, 
Beholders rude, and ſhallow to diſcern 
X Half what in thee is fait, one man except, 545 
Who ſees ther“? (and what is one?) who ſhouldſt be 
A goddeſs among gods, ador d and ferv'd: [ſeen 
20 4 By angels numberleſs, thy daily train. 
| So gloz'd the Tempter, and his procm tun'd; 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 550 
© Though at the voice much marveling; at length 
Not unamaz'd ſhe thus in anſwer ſpake. 
What may this mean? language of man pronounc'd 
. 5 By tongue of hrute, and human ſenſe expreſs d? 
Tue fiſt at leaſt of theſe I thought deny d $5$ 
To beaſts, whom God on their ereation- dax 
> Created mute to all articylate ſound; 
> The latter I demur, far in their looks 
Much reaſo'n, and in their actions oft appears. 
Thee, Serpent, ſubtleſt beaſt of all the field 560 
I knew, but nat with human voice indued; 


15 


Redouble then this miracle, and ſay, 
* low cam'ſt thou ſpeakable of mute, and how 


Io me fo friendly grown above the reſt 

or brutal kind, that daily are in Gght? 565 
| 3 Say, for ſuch wonder clames attention due. 
Tuo whom the guileful Tempter thus reply d. 
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Empreſs of this fair world, reſplendent Exe, 
Eaſy to mè it is to tell thee al! 35069 
What thou command'ſt, and right thou ſhouldſt be” 
I was at firſt as other beaſts that grare ſobey'd: 
The trodden herb, of abje& thoughts and low, 

As was my food; nor ought but food diſcern d 

Or ſex, and apprehended nothing high: V. 
Till on a day roving the field, I chancd 373 
A goodly tree far diſtant to behold. 

Loaden with fruit of faireſt colors mix d, 

Ruddy and gold: I nearer drew to gaze; A 
When from the boughs a ſavory oder blown, =. 
Grateful to appetite, more pleas d my ſenſe 530 F Ur 


Than ſmell of ſweeteſt fenel, or the teats I Eq 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, | F Me 
Unſuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. | An 
To ſatisfy the ſharp deſire I had 1 So 
Of taſting thoſe fair apples, I reſolv'd d 38 WM 
Not to defer; hunger and thirſt at once, 1 4 0 vet 
Powerful perſuaders, quicken'd at the ſent er 


Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me ſo keen. 

About the moſſy trunk I uound me ſoon, |, 
For high from ground the branches would require 590 
Thy utmoſt reach or Adam's: round the tree 
All other beaſts that ſaw, with like deſire 
Longing and enrying ſtood, but could not reach. 
Amid the tree now got, here plenty hung 2 
Temꝑting ſo nigh, to pluck and eat my fil! 59 
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I ſpar'd not, for-ſuch pleaſure till that hour - 
At feed or fountain never had I found. 
= Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 


Strange alteration in me, to degree 
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Of reaſon in my inward powers, and ſpeech : 600 
Wanted not long, though to this ſhape retain'd. 

Thenceforth to ſpeculations high or deep 

I turn'd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Conſider d all things viſible in Heav'n, - 


Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good; 60g 
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Hut all that fair and good in thy divine 

p 1 Semblance, and in thy beauty's —— ray 
united I beheld; no fair to thine 
Equivalent or ſecond, which compell'd 


K 


| . Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 610 
And gaze, and worſhip thee of right declar'd 
Sovran of creatures, univerſal dame. 
” So talk'd the ſpirited ly ſnake; and Eve 
Jet more amaz'd unwary thus reply d. 
Serpent, thy overpraiſing leaves in doubt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee firſt prov'd 
But fay, where grows the tree, from hence how far? 
For many are the trees of God that gro, * 
In Paradiſe, and various, yet unknown» - 
To us, in ſuch abundance lies our choice, 
X s leaves a greater. ſtore of fruit — 
3 hanging incorruptible, till men 
Gro up to their proviſion, and more hands 
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Help to diſburden Nature af her birth. I Go 

To whom the wily adder, blithe and glad. 625 9 Sol 
Empreſs, the way is ready, and not long, & A 


Beyond a row af myrtles, on a flat, 1 
Faſt by a fauntain, one ſmall thicket paſt un. 
ot blowing myrrh and balm; if thou accept | ky 
M th | Lei 
y conꝗuct, I can bring thee thither ſoon. 630 
Lead then, ſaid Eye. He leading \wifty roll'd I 5 | 
In tangles, and made intricate ſeem ſtrait, . f 
To miſchief ſwift. Hope elevates, and joy But 


Brightens his creſt. As when a wand'ring fre, 
Compact of unctuaus vapor, which the night 635 
Condenſes, and the cold en virons round, 8 
Kindled through agltation to à flame, 

Which oft, they ſay, ſome evil {pi'rit attends, 
Hovering and blazing with deluſve light, 
Miſleads th ama: d night-wand'ret from his way 649 
To bags and mires, and oft through' pong or pool, 
There ſwallow'd vp and loſt, from ſucgour far. 


$0 gliſter'd the gre ſnake, 'and into fraud = 
Led Eve our credylaps mother, to the tree = : 
Of Prohibition, raat pf all our woe 645 : 


Which when ſhe ſaw, thus to her guide ſhe ſpake. 
Serpent, we might have ſpar'd our coming hither, 

Ernitleſs to me, though fruit be here to* exceſs, 

The credit 6f whoſe virtue reſt with thee, 

Wondrous indeed, if cauſe of ſuch ęſſects. 650 

But of this tree we may not taſte nor touch; 


* 


Book IX. PARADISE LOST, 111 


1 God fo commianded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of his Voice; the teſt, we live 
| 9 Law tb ourſelves, our reaſon is our law. | 
Tuo whom the Tempter guilefully reply'd. 655 
indeed? hath God then ſaid that vf the fruit 
Of all theſe garden trers.ye ſhall hot cat, 
et lords declar'd of all in earth or air? 
4% To whom thus Exe yet linleſs. Of the fruit 
Ot each tree in the garden we may eat, 6860 
Baut of the fruit of this fair tree amidſt 
The Erden. God hath. ſaid, Ve ſhall not eat 
45 1 of, not ſhall ye touch it, leſt ye die. | 
= She ſcarce had Ad, though brief, when now more 
he Tempter, but with [low of zcal and love [bold 
To man, and indignation at his wrong. 666 
I part puts on, and as to paſſion mov d 
rr comely and aa 
is'd, as of ſome great matter to begin. 4 
As when of old ſome orator renown'd 670 
n Athens or free Rome, hay Rloqteticn.. . 
Floriſ d, ſinee mute, to ſome great cauſe ade 
0 Stood in himſelc collected, while each part, 
45 % otion, each act won audience ere ; the tongue, 
Sometimes in highth began, as no delay 675 
0 Of preface brooking through his zeal of right: 
Do ſtanding, moving, or to highth up grown, 
6 8 © Tempter all impaſſion'd thus hegen. 
o facred, wiſe, and wiſdom-giving Plant, 
ö K ij 


23 


30 


2 


4 


145 
1 

1 
a 1 
'*; 
/ 

4 


112 PARADISE Los r. Boot IX. 
Mother of Science, now I feel thy power 680 
Within me clear, not only to diſcern © * 

Things in their cauſes,” but to trace the ways 

Of higheſt agents, deem'd however wiſe. 

Queen of this Univerſe, do not believe © | 
Thoſe rigid threats of death; ye ſhall not die: : 685 
How ſhould you? by the fruit? it gives you life | 
To knowledge; by the Threatner? look on me, 

Me who have tbuch'd'and taſted; yet both live, 
And life more perfect have attain'd than Fate 
Meant me, by vent'ring higher than my lot. 690 
Shall that be ſhut'to man, which to the beaſt + 

Is open? of will God incenſe his ire 

For ſuch a petty treſpaſs, and not praiſe ' 

Rather your dauntleſs virtue, whom en * 
Of death denotine'd, whatever thing death be, 695 
Deterr'd not from achieving wat might lead 5 
To happier life, knowledge o good and evil; 

Of good, how juſt? of evil, if hat is evil © 

Be real, why not known, fince eaſier ſnunndꝰ 
God therefore cannot 2 and be juſt; 700 
Not juſt, not God; not fear d then, nor obey d: p 
Your fear itſelf of —— removes the fear. 

Why then was this forbid ? why but to awe, 

Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, 

His worſhippers; he knows that in the dax 705 
Ye eat thereof, your eyes that ſeem fo clear, 
Yet are but dim, ſhall perfectly be then © 
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XZ open'd. and clear d, and ye ſhall be-as gods, 
2 Knowing both. good and evil as they know. 
* That ye ſhall be as gods, ſince I as man, 719 
ID is but proportion meet ; | 
21 of brute human, ye of human gods. 
8s ye ſhall die perbaps, by putting off | 
Human; to put on gods; death to be wiſh'd, 714 
ho threaten'd, which no worſe than this can bring, 
And what n 

As they, participating god - like food? '  —- 
Tube gods are firſt, and that advantage uſe 
1 Dn our belief, that all from them proceeds; 

A queſtion it, for this fair Earth I-ſee, 720 
N arm'd by the ſun, producing every kind, 
g — — — ee 


What can your. knowledge hurt him, or this tree 
f nnen | 
"IÞ heav'nly breaſts ? theſe, theſe and many more 736 
x rr 
"Goddeſs Humane, reach then, and freely taſte. 
7 —————— — 
Into her heart too eaſy entrance won: 
3 Fix'd on the fruit ſhe gaz d, which to behold 735 
\ K nj 


705 
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Might tempt alone, and in her ears the ſound - 

Yet rung of his perſuaſive words, impregn d 
With reaſon, to her ſeeming, and with trutĩnß 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite; rais d by the ſmel! 740 
So ſavory of that fruit, which with deſire, 4 
Inclinable now grown to-touch'or-taſte,/ 
Salicited her longing eye; yet ſirſt! 
Pauſing a while, thus to herſelf ſne mus d. 

Great are thy virtues, doubtleſs, beſt of fruits, 745 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admir'd, 
Whoſe taſte; too long forborn, at ſirſt aſſay - - 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taugt 
The tongue not made for ſpeech to ſpeak thy praiſe: 
Thy praiſe he alſo who forbids thy uſe, 750 
Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of Knovledge, knowledge both of good and evil; 
Forbids us then to taſte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want: 755 
For good unknown, ſure is not had, or hack 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all; 

Iu plain then, what forbids he but to know, © 
Forbids us good, forbids us to bewiſe? '-- 


Such prohibitions bind not. But if death's 760 


Binds us with after»bands, what profits then ' 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we ſhall die. 
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How dies the ſerpent? he hath eat'n and lives; 
And knows, and ſpeaks, FR Wd at pe 765 
Irrational till then. For us alone 

r „re Wel 1) 
This intellectual food, for beaſts referv'd. * my nl 
For beaſts it ſeems: yet that one beaſt which Pra 
Hath taſted, envies not, but brings with joy 770 
The good befalFw him, author unſuſp ect, 
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guild. 
What fear I then, rather what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil. 


Of God or death, of law or penalty? ; 775 
Here grows the cure of all, Farbe | 
Fair to the eye; inviting to the taſte, _—_ 


Of virtue to make wiſe : what hinders then 


Jo reach, n 


So ſaying, her raſh; hand in evil hour 7288 
Forth reaching to the fruit, ſhe pluck' d, ſhe eat: 
Zarth felt the wound, and Nature from her ſeat 
Sighing through all her works gave ſigns of woe, 
That all was loſt. Back to the thicket ſlunk 
The guilty ſerpent, and well might, for Exe 785 
Intent now wholly on her taſte, nought elſe 
Regarded, ſuch delight till then, as ſeem d, 

In fruit ſhe never taſted, whether true 

Or fancy'd ſo, through expeRation high 

Of knowledge, nor was God-head from her thought. 
Creedily ſhe ingorg'd without reſtraint, * 79 
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And knew nut eating death: ſatiate at length, 
And highten'd as vith wine, jocond and boon, 
Thus to herſelf ſhe pleaſingiy began. 

O ſovran, virtuous, precious of all trees 795 
In Paradiſe, [of operation bleG'd. . $3 
To ſapiente, hitherto.obſcur'd, infam d, 

And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 

Created; but henceforth my early care, 

Not without ſong, each morning, and due praiſt, Boo 
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden caſe 

Of thy full branches offer'd free * 

Till dieted by thee L grow mature 

in knowledge, as the gods who all things kiiow j 
Though others envy what they cannot give; . 80g 
For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 

Beſt guide; not following thee I had remain d 

In ignorance; thou open'ſt Wiſdom's way, 

And giv'ſt acceſs, though ſerret ſhe retire, Bro 
And I perhaps am ſecret ; Heav'n is high, 

High, and remote to ſee from. thence diſtinct 

Each thing on Earth; and other care perhaps 

May have diverted from continual watch 

Our great Furbidder, ſufe with all his ſpies 815 
About him. But to Adam in what ſort 

Shall I appear ? ſhall I to him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partake 

Full happineſs, with me, or rather not, 
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80 dear I love him, that with him all deaths 
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But keep the odds of knowledge in my power 820 
Without copartner? ſo to add what wants 
in female ſex, the more to draw his love, 
And render me more equal, and cafe 
A thing nõt undeſiruble, ſometime N 
Superior; for inferior who is free? 825 
This may be well: but what if God have n. | 
And death enſue? then I ſhall be no more, 

And Adam wedded to another Eve, 8 
Shall live witli her enjoying, I extinct; 15 
A death to think. Confirm'd then T reſolve, 3830 
Adam ſhall ſhare with me in bliſs or woe : 


] could"endure} without him live no __ FE 
So ſaying, from thb tree her ſtep ſhe turn d., 
But firſt low reverence done, as to the Power $35 

That dwelt within, whoſe preſence * infus d 

Into the plant ſciehtial ſap, deriv'd c“ 

From nectar, drink of gods. Adam the ee 
Waiting deſirous her return, had wo we 
Of choiceſt flowers a garland to adorn 46 
Her treſſes, and her rural labors — 9 n 13607 


As reapers oft are wont their harveſt queen. 

Great joy he promis d to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delay'd;” © 
Vet oft his heart divine of ſomething fl. mw 
Miſgave him; hie the faltring rows, boa 


And forth to meet her went, the way ſhe wal: 
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That morn when firſt they parted; by the tree 

Of Knowledge he muſt paſs, there he her met, 

Scarce from the tree returning; in her hand 850 
A bough of faireſt fruit, that dowtiy ſmil d, 

New gather d, and ambroſial ſmell diffus d. 

To him ſhe haſted; in her face Excuſe | 

Came prologue, and Apology too prompt, 

Which with bland words at will ſhe thus addreſa d. 855 

Haſt thou not wonder d, Adam, at my ſtay ? 

Thee I have miſs'd, and thought it long, depriv'd 
Thy preſenge, agony of loye till now dy 00 

Not felt, nor ſhall be twice, for. never more 

Mean I to try, what raſh untry d I ſought, | 860 
The pain of abſence from thy ſight. But ſtrange 
Hath been the cauſe, and wonderful to hear: 

This tree is not as we are told, a tree * 1 25 

Of danger taſted, nor to evil unk nam / 
Opening the way, but of diyine eſſect 864 
To open eyes, and make them g5ds who taſte; 

And hath been taſted ſuch; the ſetpent . 
Or not reſtrain d as we, or not obeying. 
Hath eaten of the fruit, and is hecotne; 
Not dead, as, we ure threaten'd, but thenceforth 870 
Indued with human voice and human ſenſe, 
Reaſoning to admiration, and with me 

Perſuaſively hath fo-prevail'd, that 

Have alſo taſted, and baye alſo found =_ . 
'Th' eſſects to correſpond, opener mine eyes,” 878 
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Dim erſt, dilated ſpirits, ampler heart, 
And growing up to Godhend; which Hor then 
Chiefly I ſought; without thee can deſpiſe, 
For bliſs, as thou haſt part, to me is bliſs, 
Tedious, unſhpr' with thee, and odlous ſoon. 880 
Thou therefore alſo taſte, that equal lot 
May join us, equal joy, as equal love; 
Leſt thou not taſting; different degree 
Disjoin us, and I the too late renqunce 
Deity for thee, when Fate will not permit. 885 
Thus Eve with count'nance blithe her ſtory told; 
But in her check Diſtemper fluſhing glow d. 
on th' other ſide, Adam, ſoon as he heard 
I 4 The fatal treſpaſs done by Eve, amaz d, 
4 Aſtonied ſtood and blank, while horrar chill 890 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax'd; 
From his flack hand the garland wreath'd for Eve 
64 FE Down dropt, and all che faded roſes ſhed': 
gpeechleſs he ſtbod and pale, till thus at length 
J Firſt to himſelf he inward' ſilence broke. 895 
i D faireſt of Creation, laſt and beſt | 
| 3 Of all God's works, creature in whom excell'd 
Whatever can to ſight or thought he form d, 
3 Holy, divine, good; amiable, or ſwect! 
How art thou loſt, bow on a fudden loſt, 900 
Pee d, deflower'd, and now to death devote ? 
ther how haſt thou yielded to tranſgreſs 
The ſtrict forbiddance, how to violate 
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The facred fruit forbĩdd n? ſome curſed fraud 

Of enemy hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown, 905 
And me with thee hath ruin d, for with there 
Certain my reſolution is to die; 4 

How can I live without thee, how forego 

Thy ſweet converſe, and love fo dearly: join'd, 


To live again in theſe wild woods forlorn? 910 N 
Should God create another Eve, and I t 
Another rib afford, yet loſs of thee Us 
Would never from my heart; no no, I ſeel 1 Set 
The link of Nature draw me: fleſh of fleſh, ot 


Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ſtate 915 


Mine never, ſhall be parted, bliſs or woe. Be 
So having ſaid, as one from ſad diſmay F 3 
Cre 


Recomforted, and after thoughts diſturb'd 

Submitting to what ſeem'd remedileſs, 

Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he turn'd. 929 
Bold deed thou haſt preſum'd, adventrous Eve, 

And peril great provok'd, who thus haſt dar'd, 

Had it been only coveting to eye 

That ſacred fruit, ſacred to abſtinence, . 

Much more to taſte it under ban to touch. 925 

But paſt who can recal, or done undo? 

Not God omnipotent, nor Fate; yet ſo 

Perhaps thou ſhalt not die, perhaps the fact 

Is not ſo hainous now, foretaſted fruit, | 1 

Profan'd firſt by the ſerpent, by him ſirſt 930 

Made common and unhallow'd ere our taſte; x 

2 : 
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f Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives, 

5 A Lives, as thou ſaidſt, and gains to live as man 
Higher degree of life, inducement ſtrong 
To us, as likely taſting to attain n 935 
A Proportional aſcent, which cannot be 

nut to be gods, or angels demi - gods. 

10 1 Nor can I think that God, Creator wiſe, 
Though threat ning, will in earneſt ſo deſtrox 

Us his prime creatures, dignify'd fo high, . -- 940 

Set over all his works, which in our fall, 
For us created, needs with us muſt fail, 

Fr 1 | Dependent made; ſo God ſhall uncreate,”- . 
ge fruſtrate, do, undo, and labor loſe, | 

Not well conceiv'd of God, who though his power 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loatn ho 

s to aboliſh, leſt the Adverfſary 

7 Triumph and ſay; Fickle their ſtate whom God 

Noſt favors; who can pleaſe him long? Me firſt 

IIe ruin'd, now mankind; whom will he next? 950 

latter of ſcorn, not to be given the Foe. 

However I with thee have fix'd my lot, 

gas ertain to undergo like doom; if death 

Conſort with thee, death is to me as life; 

So forcible within my heart I feel 955 

| ; The bond of Nature draw me to my own, 

| 6 y own in thee, for what thou art is mine; 

2 r ſtate cannot be ſever d, we are one, 


One fleſh; to loſe thee were to loſe myſelf, 
Folume I. L 
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122 FARADISE LOST; Book IX. . 
So Adam, and thus Eve to him reply d. 960 


O glorious trial of exceeding love, 

Illuſtrious evidence, example high ! 

Engaging me to emulate, bat ſhort 

Of thy perfection, how ſhall I attain, 

Adam? from whoſe dear fide I beaſt me ſprung, 965 
And gladly of our union hear thee ſpeak, 

One heart, one foul in both; whereof good proof 
This day affords, deelaring thee reſolv d, 

Rather than death or ought than death more dread 


Shall ſeparate us, link'd in love fo dear, 970 1 


To undergo with me one guilt, one crime, 

If any be, of taſting this fair fruit, 

Whole virtue (for of good ſtill good proceeds, 
Direct, or by occafion) hath preſented 

This happy trial of thy love, which elſe 975 
So eminently never had been known. 

Were it I thought death menac'd would enſue 
This my attempt, I would ſaſtain alone 

The worſt, and not perſuade thee, rather die 
Deſerted, than oblige thee with a fact 980 
Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly aſſur d 

Remarkably ſo late of thy ſo true, 

So faithful love unequal'd; but I feel 

Far otherwiſe th' event, not death, but life 


Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 985 | 
Taſte ſo divine, that what of ſweet before 
Hath touch'd my ſenſe, flat ſeems to this, and harſh. 


a 
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On my experience, Adam, freely taſte, 
And fear of death deliver to the winds. 
So ſaying, ſhe embrac'd him, and for joy  - 990 
*2 Tenderly wept, much won that he his love 
lad ſo ennobled, as of choice to incur. b 77 
765 Divine diſpleaſure for her ſake; or death. 
In recompenſe (for ſuch compliance bad | 
Such tecompenſe beſt merits) from the bough 999 
7 She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 
ad With liberal hand: he ſerupled not to eat 
979 M7 Againſt his better knowledge, not deceiv'd, 
But fondly overcome with female cham. 
X Earth trembled from her entrails, as again T1000 
In pangs, and Nature gave a ſecond gran, 
4 $ky lour'd, and, muttering thunder, ſome ſad drops 
975 Wept at completing of the mortal ſin 
Original; while Adam took no thought, 
© Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate ; 2005 
Hier former treſpaſs fear d, the more to ſooth 
X Him with her low d ſociety, that now 
980 As with new wine intoxicated both | 
They ſwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
= Divinity within them breeding wings, caro 


4 Wherewith to ſcorn the Earth: but * hows fruit 
Far other operation firſt diſplay d, 
; by Carnal deſire inflaming; he on Eve 
1 1} Began to caſt laſcivious eyes, ſhe him 
rſh, As wantouly repaid; in luſt they burn: 1015 
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124 PARADISE LOST, Bodk IX. 


Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move. 

Eve, now I ſee thou art exact of taſte, 
And elegant, of ſapience no ſmall part, 
Since to each meaning ſavor we apply, 
And palate call judicious; 1 the praiſe 1020 
Yield thee, ſo well this day thou haſt purvey'd. 
Much pleaſure we have loft, while we abſtain'd 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True relifh, taſting; if ſueh pleaſure be 
In things to us forbidd'n, it might be wiſh'd, 1025 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, ſo well refreſh'd, now let us play, 
As meet is, after ſuch delicious fare; 
For never did thy beauty ſince the day 
I ſaw thee firſt and wedded thee, adorn'd 1030 
With all perfections, fo inflame my ſenſe 
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree. 

So ſaid-he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well underſtood 1033 
Of Eve, whoſe eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he ſeis'd, and to a ſhady bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbower d, 
He led her nothing loath; flowers were the couch, 
Panſies and violets, and aſphodel, | 1040 
And hyacinth, Earth's freſheſt ſofteſt lap. 
There they their fill of love and love's diſport 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the ſeal, 
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The ſolace of their ſin, till dewy ſleep 


Y | Oppreſs'd them, wearied with their amorous play. 
Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 1046 
XZ That with exhilerating vapor bland - 


About their ſpi'rits had play d, and inmoſt powers 
Made err, was now exhal'd; and groſſer fleep 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conſcious dreams 1050 


I Incumber'd, now had left them ; up they roſe 
4. from unreſt, and each the other viewing, 


Soon found their eyes how open d, and their minds 
How darken'd; Innocence, that as a veil 
| Had ſhadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone, 


juſt Confidence, and native Righteouſneſs, - 1056 


And Honor from about them, naked left 

Io guilty Shame; he cover ' d, but his robe 
VUncover'd more, Sa roſe the Danite ſtrong 
Herculean Samſon from the harlot-lap 1060 


2 Of Philiſtcan Dalilah, and wak'd 
horn of his ſtrength, they deſtitute and bare 


Ot all their virtue: ſilent, and in face 


Confounded long they fat, as ſtrucken mute, 
Till Adam, though not leſs than Eve abaſh'd, 1065 


; 
Tx 
| 
bu 
5 * 


\t length gave utterance to theſe words conſtrain'd. 
O Eve, in evil hour thou didſt give car 
o that falſe Worm, of whomſoever taught 


To counterfeit man's voice, true in our fall, 


F alſe in our promis'd riſing; ſince our eyes 100 


wa d we find indeed, and find we _ 
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Both good and ev'il, good loſt; and evil got, 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know, 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honor void, 


Of innocence, of faith, of purity, | 107 


Our wonted ornaments now ſoil'd and ſtain'd, 

And in our faces evident the ſigns” 

Of foul coneupiſcence ; whence evil ſtore; 

Ev'n ſhame; the laſt of evils; of the firſt 

Be ſure then, How ſhall I behold the face 1089 
Henceforth of God or angel, erſt with joy 

And rapture ſo' oft beheld ? thoſe heav*nly ſhapes 
Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaze 
Inſufferably bright. O might I here 


In ſolitude live favage, in ſome glade 1085 


Obſcur' d, where higheſt woods impenetrable 
To ſtar ar ſun- light, ſpread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening: cover me ye Pines, 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never ſee them more. 1090 
But let us now, as in bad plight, deviſe 
What beſt may for the preſent ſerve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that ſeem moſt 
To ſhame obnoxious, and unſeemlieſt ſeen; 
Some tree, whoſe broad ſmooth leaves together ſow'd, 
And girded on our loins, may cover round 1096 
Thoſe middle parts, that this new comer, Shame, 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. 

So counſel'd he, and both together went 
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Into the thickeſt wood; there ſoon they choſe 11c0 
The fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renown'd, 


| 1 But ſuch as at this day to Indians known 


In Malabar or Decan ſpreads her arme 
Branching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar'd ſhade 1106 
High overarch'd, and echoing walks between; 
There oft the Indian herdſman ſhunning heat 


® Shelters in cool, and tends his paſturing herds 


At loopholes cut through thickeſt ſhade : thoſe leaves 
They gather'd, broad as Amazonian targe, 1111 
And with what ſkill they had, together ſow'd, 
To gird their waſte, vain covering if to hide 


Their guilt and dreaded ſhame; O how unlike 
= To that firſt naked glory! Such of late 1115 


Columbus found th* American, fo girt 


Wick feather d einQure, naked elſe-and wild: 
Among the trees on iles and woody ſhores. 


Thus fenc'd, and as they thought, their ſhame in part 
Cover'd; but not at reſt or caſe of mind, 1120 


Ihhey fat them down to weep; nor only tears 
Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds worſe within 
2X Bcgan to riſe, high paſſions, anger, hate, 
MNiſtruſt, ſuſpicion, diſcord, and ſhook ſore - 
Their inward ſtate of mind, calm region once 1125 


And full of peace, now toſt and turbulent: 
For Underſtanding rul'd not, and the Will 


128 PARADISE LOST. Book IX. 
Heard not her lore, both in ſubjection now 

To ſenſual Appetite, who from beneath 

Uſurping over ſovran Reaſon clam'd. 1130 


Superior ſway : from thus diſtemper d breaſt, 
Adam, eſtrang'd in look and alter'd ſtile, 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew'd. 

Would thou hadſt hearken'd to my words, and ſtay'd 
With mo, as I beſought thee, when that ſtrange 1135 
Deſire of wand'ring this unhappy morn, 

I know not whence poſſeſs d thee; we had then 
Remain'd ſtill happy, not as now, deſpoil'd 

Of all our good, ſham'd, naked, miſerable. 

Let none henceforth ſeek needleſs cauſe to approve 
The faith they owe; when earneſtly they ſeek 1141 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail, 

To whom ſoon mov'd with touch of blame thus Eve. 
What words have paſs'd thy lips, Adam ſevere! 
Imput'ſt thou that to my default, or will 1145 
Of wand'ring, as thay call'ſt it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happen'd thou being by, 

Or to thyſelf perhaps? Hadſt thou been there, 

Or here th' attempt, thou couldſt not have diſcern d 
Fraud in the ſerpent, ſpeaking as he ſpake; 1150 
No ground of enmity between us known, 

Why he ſhould' mean me ill, or ſeek to harm. 

Was I to' have never parted from thy fide ? 

As good have grown there ſtill a lifeleſs rib. 


Being as I am, why didſt not thou the head 1155 3 
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Command me abſolutely not to go, 
Going into ſuch danger as thou ſaĩdſt? 


* Too facil then thou didſt not much gainſay, 
I | Nay didſt permit, approve, and fair diſmiſs. 


= Hadft thou been firm and fix d in thy diſſent, 1160 
Neither had I tranſgreſs'd, nor thou with me. 


To whom then firſt incens'd Adam reply'd. 


| g Is this the love, is this the recompenſe 


of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve, expreſs'd 
Immutable when thou wert loſt, not l, 1165 
Who might have liv'd and joy d immortal bliſs, 
Vet willingly choſe rather death with thee ? 

And am I now upbraided as the cauſe 

Jof thy tranſgreſſing? not enough ſevere, 

t ſeems, in thy reſtraint: what could I more? 1170 

I warn'd thee, I admoniſh'd thee, foretold 

he danger, and the lurking enemy 


| þ hat lay in wait; beyond this had been force, 


And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on, ſecure 1775 
1 ither to meet no danger, or to find 
Natter of glorious trial; and perhaps 
J alfo err'd in overmuch admiring 


What feem'd in thee ſo perfect, that I thought 


No evil durſt attempt thee, but I rue 1180 
That error now, which is become my crime, 


a » And thou th' accuſer; Thus it ſhall befal 
lim who to worth in women overtruſting 


12 197TH 


139 PARADISE LOST. Book IX, 
Lets her will rule; reſtraint ſhe will not brook, 
And left to' herſelf, if evil thence enſue, 1185 
She firſt bis weak indulgence will aecuſe. 

Thus they in mutual accuſation ſpent 
The fruitleſs hours, but neither ſclf-condemning, 
And of their yain conteſt appear'd-no end, 


Ile End of the Ninth Both, 
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The Argument. 


Man's tranſgreſſion known, the guardian angels for ſake Paradiſe, and 
return up to Heaven to approve their vigilance, and are approv'd, 
God declaring that the entrance of Satan could not be by them pre- 
vented. He ſends his Son to judge the tranſgreſſors, who deſcends and 
gives ſentence accordingly ; then i pity clothes them both, and 
reaſcends. Sin and Death ſitting till then at the gates of Hell, by 

wondrous ſympathy feeling the ſucceſs of Satan in this new world, 
and the ſin by man there committed, reſolve to ſit no longer confin'd 
in Hell, but to follow Satan their fire up to the place of Man: to 
make the way eaſier from Hell to this world to and fro, they pave 
a broad higt-way or bzidge over Chracs, according to the track that 

Satan firſt made ; then preparing for Earth, they meet him proud of 
his ſucceſs returning to Hell; their mutual gratulation. Satan arrives 
at Pandemonium, in fult affembly relates with boaſting his ſucceſs 
againſt Man; inſtead of applauſe is entertained with a general hiſs 
by all his audience, transform'd with himſelf alfo ſuddenly into 
ſerpents, according to lis doom given in Paradiſe; then deluded with | 
a ſhew of the forbidden Tree ſpringing up before them, they greedily 4 
reaching to take of the fruit, chew duſt and bitter aſhes. The pro- q 
ceedings of Sin and Death ; God foretels the final victory of his Son 
over them, and the renewing of all things; but for the preſent } 
commands his angels to make ſeveral alterations in the Heavens and 
elements. Adam more and more perceiving his fall'n condition 
heavily bewails, rejects the condolement of Eve; ſhe perſiſts, and at | 
length appeaſes him: then to evade the curſe likely to fall on their | 
offspring, propoſes to Adam violent ways, which he approves not, 

; but conceiving better hope, puts her in mind of the late promiſe F 
made them, that her Seed ſhould be reveng'd on rhe ſerpent, and } 
exhorts her with him to ſeek peace of the offended Deity, by-re- 
pentance and ſupplication. | 


A 


Me AN while the hainous and deſpiteful act 
oft Satan done in Paradiſe, and how 
Ile in the ſerpent had perverted Eve, 


—— 


MM 
4! 
b 
1 
bl 
446d 10 
17 
1 
a 
[ 
"i "Y 
+4 
kN 
, j 
y 


— 


” _ 
"Xx YT: 


— 
— 
vn re ——— LIED IS. 


132 PARADISE LOST, Book X. 
Her huſband ſhe, to taſte the fatal fruit, 


Was known in Heav'n; for what can 'ſcape the eye 5 


Of God all-ſecing, or deceive his heart 

Omniſcient ? who in all things wiſe and juſt, 
Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of Man, with ſtrength entire, and free will arm'd 
Complete to have diſcover'd and repuls d 10 
Whatever wiles of foe or ſeeming friend... 

For {till they knew, and ought to'have ſtill remember'd 
The high injunction not to taſte that fruit, 
Whoever tempted; which they not obeying, 


Incurr'd (what could they leis?) the penalty, 15 6 


And manifold in ſin, deſerv'd to fall. 

Up into Heav'n from Paradiſe-in haſte 

Th' angelic guards aſcended, mute and fad 

For man, for of his ſtate by this they knew, 

Much wond'ring how the ſubtle Fiend had ſtol'n 20 
Entrance unſeen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From Earth arriy'd at Heaven gate, diſpleas'd 

All were who heard; dim Sadneſs did not ſpare 
That time celeſtial viſages, yet mix'd 

With pity, violated not their bliſs, 25 
About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 

'Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befel : they tow'ards the throne ſupreme 
Accountable made haſte to make appear 


With righteous plea their utmoſt vigilance, 30 af 


And eaſily approv'd j when the Moſt High 
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Eternal Father, from his ſecret cloud, 
Amidſt in thunder utter'd thus his voice. 

Aſſembled Angels, and ye Pow'rs return'd 
From unſucceſsful charge, be not diſmay'd, 35 


: 3 Nor troubled at theſe tidings from the Earth, 
which your ſincereſt care could not prevent, 
Foretold ſo lately what would come to paſs, 


XZ When firſt this Tempter crofs'd the gulf from Hell. 


I I told ye then he ſhould prevail and ſpeed 40 
3 on his bad errand, man ſhould be ſeduc'd 


And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Againſt his Maker; no decree of mine 


or touch with lighteſt moment of impulſe 45 
lis free will, to her own inclining left 

In even ſcale. But fall'n he is, and now 

5 t reſts, but that the mortal ſentence paſs 

On his tranſgreſſion, death denounc'd that day ? 

hich he preſumès Already vain and votd, ZI 


l 4 Becauſe not yet inflicted, as he fear d, 
4 Wy ſome immediate ſtroke; but ſoon ſhall find 


WF orbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
Juſtice ſhall not return as bounty ſcorn'd. 
Hut whom ſend I to judge them? whom but thee 55 


Vicegerent Son? to thee I have transferr'd 


Y ll judgment, whether in Heav'n, or Earth, or Hell. 
EFaſy it may be ſeen that 1 intend 
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| When time ſhall be, for fo I undertook 


134 PARADISE LOST: Book xX. 
Man's friend, his mediator, his deſign d 60 ix 
Both ranſome and redeemer voluntary, 1 
And deſtin'd Man himſelf to judge man fall'n. 

So ſpake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow'ard the right hand his glory, on the Son | 
Blaz'd forth unclouded deity; he full 65 
Reſplendent all his Father manifeſt | | 
Expreſs'd, and thus divinely anſwer d mild. 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree, | 
Mine both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov'd 70 
May'ſt ever reſt well pleas'd, I go to judge 7 
On Earth theſe thy tranſgreſſors, but thou know'ſt, i 
Whoever judg d, the worſt on me mult light, 6 


Before thee'z and not repenting, this obtain 75 
Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 2% 
On me deriv'd, yet I ſhall temper fo _ © 
Juſtice with merey*, as may iltaſtrite moſt 2 
Them fully ſatisfy'd, and thee appeaſe. - 29 
Attendenes none ſhall need, nor train, where done 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg'd, 
Thoſe two; the third beſt abſent is condemn'd, 
Conrict by flight, and rebel to all law: 1 
Conviction to the ſerpent none belongs. | ” 
Thus ſaying, from his radiant ſeat he roſe © 8g » 
Of high collateral glory* : him thrones and powers, = 7 
* 8 1 1 
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60 | X Accompanied to Heav'n gate, from whence 
nden and all the coaſt in proſpect lay. 

Don he deſcended ſtrait; the ſpeed of gods 90 
imme counts not, though with ſwifteſt minutes wing d. 
4 Now was the ſun in weſtern cadence low 
| 4 From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 
4 To fan the Earth now wak'd, and uſher in 
$ i ev' ning cool, when be from wrath more cool 95 
came the mild judge and interceſſor both 
Tro ſentence Man: the voice of God they heard 
Wow walking in the garden, by ſoft winds 
Wrought to their ears, while day declin d; they heard, 

And from his preſence hid themſelves among 100 
1 he thickeſt trees, both man and wife, till God 
approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud. 

75 Where art thou Adam, wont with joy-to meet 
My coming ſeen far off? I miſs thee here, 

Not pleas'd; thus entertain'd with ſolitude, ros 
nere obvious duty ere while appear d unſought: 
or come I leſs conſpicuous, or what change 
\bſents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth. 
He came, and with him Eve, moreloath; though firſt 
o' offend, difcount'nanc'd both, and diſcompos d; 

32 Love was not in their r 111 

or to each other, but apparent guilt, | 
8 3 And ſhame, and perturbation; and deſpair, 
Anger, and obſtinacy'; and hate, and guile. 
4 Whence Adam faltr ing long, thus anfwer'd brief. 
Mi ij 
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136 PARADISE LOST. Book X. 3 
I heard thee ini the gard'n, and of thy voice 116 


Afraid, being naked, hid myſelf, To whom 

The gracious Judge without revile reply d. 

My voice thou oft haſt heard, and haſt not fear d, 
But ſtill rejoic'd ; how is it now become 120 
So dreadful to thee? that thou' art naked, who 
Hath told thee? haſt thou eaten of the Tree, 


| Whereof I gave thee charge thou ſhouldſt not eat? 


To whom thus Adam fore beſet reply d. 


O Heav'n! in evil ſtrait this day I ſtand 12; 


Before my Judge, either to undergo 

Myſelf the total crime, or to accuſe 

My other ſelf, the partner of my life; 
Whoſe failing, while her faith to me remains, 


I ſhould conceal; and not expoſe to blame 120 1 


By my complaint; but ſtrict Neceſſity 
Subdues me, and calamitous Conſtraint, 
Leſt on my head both ſin and ahnen, 
Howeyer inſupportable, be all 


Devolv'd; though ſhould I hold my peace, bas thou | f 
Wouldſt eaſily detect what I conceal. 136 


This Woman, whom thou mad ſt to be my help, 


And gav'ſt me as thy perfect gift, ſo good, 
$0 fit, ſo acceptable, ſo divine, 


That from her hand I could ſuſpect no ill, 149 | 5 1 


And what ſhe did, whatever in itſelf, 
Her doing ſeem'd to juſtify the deed; 
She gave me of the Tree, and I did cat, 
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To whom the Sovran Preſence thus reply d. 

Was ſhe thy God, that her thou didſt obey 145 

ghefore his voice; or was ſhe made thy guide, 2 

Superior, or but equal, that to her 

120 Thou didſt ræſign thy manhood, and the 8 
Verein God ſet ther above her, made of thee, 

And for ther, whoſe perfection far excellùd 150 

= Hers in all real dignity? Adorn d 
she was indeed, and lovely to attract 
ny love, not thy ſubjection; and her gifts 
Were ſuch as under government well ſetm'd, 
nſeemly to bear rule, which was thy part 155 

And perſon, hadſt thou known thyfelf aright. 

S3o having faid;he thus to Eve in few.” - 9 
Say Woman, what is this which thou haſt done? 
Lo whom fad Eve with ſhame nigh overwhelm'd, 
Conſeſſing ſoon, yet not before her Judge +160 
Bold or loquacious, thus abaſh'd reply c. 
be ſerpent me beguibd, and I did ear. 


120 


thou , Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
136 ro judgment he proceeded on th accu d 
Ps Serpent though brute, unable to transfer 36s 


he guilt on him who made him — 

ot miſchief, and polluted from the ene 
149 ot his creation; juſtiy then accuts dq 

Als vitiated in nature more to know: | 05 
F Concern d not man ( ſince he no further dk) 776 
Vor alter'd his offence; yet God at laſt 
3 M ij 


738 PARADISE LOST. Book X. | 


To Satan firſt in ſin his doom apply d, 
Though in myſterious terms, judg d as then beſt; 
And on the ſerpent thus his curſe let fall 
Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art accurs d 175 
Above all cattel, each beaſt of the field? 1 
Upon thy belly groveling thou ſhalt go, FI 
And duſt ſhalt eat all the days of thy life. MF 7 
x 0 
J 


Between thee and the woman I will put Y 
Enmity, and between thine and her ſeed; 180 
Her ſeed ſhall bruiſe thy head, thou bruiſe his heel. 
So ſpake this Oracle, then verify'd - * 
When Jeſus ſon of Mary, ſecond Eve, 3 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from Heavy n, 
Prince of the Air; then riſing from his grave 185 
Spoil'd principalities and powers, triumph'd 
In open ſhow, and with aſcenſion bright 
Captivity led captive through the air, 
The realm itſelf of Satan long uſurp'd, 4 
Whom he ſhall tread at laſt under our feetz 190 
Ev'n he who now foretold his fatal bruiſe, | 
And to the woman thus his ſentence turn'd. 
Thy ſorrow I will greatly multiplix 
By thy conception; children thou ſball bring 
In ſorrow forth; and to thy huſband's wil. 1 
Thine ſhall ſubmit; he over thee ſhall rule. 43 
On Adam laſt thus judgment he proncunc'd., Int 
Becauſe thou haſt hearken'd to th 1 4 In 
And eaten of "the tree, concerning which 1599 4Y Al 
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I charg'd thee, ſay'ing, Thou ſhalt not eat thereof: 

Curs'd is the ground for thy ſake; thou in forrow 

Shalt cat thereof all the days of thy life; 

Thorns alſo and thiſtles it ſhall bring-thee forth 

Unbid; and thou ſhalt eat th* herb of the field, 

In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, 205 

Till thou return unto the ground; for thou 

Qut of the ground waſt taken; know thy birth, 

For duſt thou art, and ſhalt to duſt return. | 

So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour ſent, 

XX And th' inſtant ſtroke af death denounc'd that day 

Remov'd far off; then pitying how they ſtood 211 

TE Before him naked to the air, that no- 

S Muſt ſuffer change, diſdain d not to begin 

= Thenceforth the form of ſervant to aſſume, 

As when he waſh'd his ſervants _ ſo now 21g 

As father of his family he clad 

heir nakedneſs with ſkins of beaſts, or lain, vhs 

190 Or as the ſnake with youthful coat repaid; 

And thought not much to clothe „ 

Nor he their out ward only with the ſkins 220 

Oft beaſts, but inward nakedneſs, much more 

"EF Opprobrious, with his robe of righteouſneſs, 


.*% 3 


195 Arraying corer'd. from his Father's fight. 
o him with ſwift aſcent he up return'd, 

EF Into his bliſsful boſom reaſſum d | 22 5 

4 In glory as of old; to him appeas'd 


199 I All, though all- knowing, what had paſs d with man 
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Recounted, mixing interceſſion ſweet... | 
Mean while ere thus was finn'd and nen 2 
Within the gates of Hell fat Sin and Death, 
In counterview within the gates, that noW 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, ſince the Fiend paſs'd through, 
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began. 1 
O Son, why ſit we here each other viewing 233 
Idly, while Satan our great author thrives 3 
In other worlds, and happier ſcat provides ' | 
For us his ofispring dear? It cannot be Y 
But that ſuceeſt attends him; if miſhap, 1 
Ere this he had return d, with fury driven 240 
By his avengers, ſince no place like this 1 
Can fit his puniſhment; or their revenge. x 
Methinks I feel new ſtrength within me riſe, B 
Wings growing, and dominion giv'n-me large 
Beyond this deep; whatever draws me O6. 245 
Or ſympathy, or ſome connatural force 2 
Powerful at greateſt diſtance to unite 
With ſecret amity things of like kind 
By ſecreteſt conveyance: Thou my ſhade = 
Inſeparable muſt with me along: 250 Fo 
For Death from Sin no power can ſeparate.” | 
But leſt the difficulty* of paſſing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this — 
Impaſſable, impervious, let us try 
Adientrous work, yet to thy power and POR 255 
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Not unagreeable, to found a path | 

ar this ate EB centage wapkd; 

Where Satan now prevails, a monument 

Of merit high to all th' infernal hoſt, 

Eaſing their paſſage hence, for intercourſe, 260 
Or tranſmigration, as their lot ſhall led. 

Nor can I miſs the way, ſo ſtrongly drawn 


By this new-felt attraction and inſtinct. 
Whom thus the meager Shadow anſwer'd ſoon. 
Go whither Fate and Inclination ſtrong 2065 


Leads thee; I ſhall not lag behind, nor err 

The way, thou leading, ſuch a ſent 1 draw 

Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taſte 

The favor of Death from all things there that lire: 


Vor mall 1 to the work thou enterpriſeſt 50 


Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 
. 80 ſaying, with delight he ſnuff d the ſmell 


I Of mortal change on Earth. As when a flock 
"Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 


TX Againſt the day of battel, to a field, 275 


— co 0" lur'd 


ZE With ſent of liring carcaſſes deſign 'F 
For death, the following day, in _—_ fight: 
So ſented the grim Feature, and upturn ld 
lis noſtril wide into the murky air, 2280 
agacious of his quarry from ſo far. | | 


n both from out Hell gates inta the waſte 
Vide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 
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Flew diverſe, and with power (their power was great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 285 
Solid or ſlimy, as in raging ſea | | 
Toſt up and down, together erouded drove 
From each ſide ſhoaling towards the mouth of Hell: MF } 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverſe | 1 
Upon the Cronian ſea, together drive _ 2990 Wc 
Mountains of ice, that ſtop th* imagin'd way  F 
Beyond Petſora eaſtward, to the rich - F. 
| = -; 

A 

V 


Cathaian coaſt. The aggregated ſoil _ 3 
Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry, N 
As with a trident ſmote, and fix'd as firm 29; = 
As Delos floting once; the reſt his look 
Bound with gorgonian rigor not to move; 
And with Aſphaltie ſlime, broad as the gate, 
Deep to the roots of Hell the gather'd beach 1 
They faſten d, and the mole immenſe wrought on 30 
Over the foaming deep high arch d, a bridge © 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immoveable of this now fenceleſi world 
Forfeit to Death; from hence a paſſage broad, | 
Smooth, eaſy, inoſſenſive down to Hell. 305 Mp 
So, if great things to ſmall may-be compar'd, 40 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke, -. 2 
From Suſa his Memnonian palace high 
Came to the ſea, and over Helleſpont 
Bridging his way, Europe with Aſia join d, 310 h. 
And ſcourg d with many a ſtroke th indignant waves, le 
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Now had they brought'the work by wondrons art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock, | | 
Over the vex'd-abyſs, following the track 
of Satan to the ſelf fame place where he 315 
ll: Firſt lighted from his wing, and landed ſafe 
From out of Chaos, to the outſide bare 
Of this round world: with pins of adamant | 
And chains they made all faſt, too faſt they made 
And durable; and now in little ſpace 320 
The confines met of empyrtan Heav'n 
And of this world, and on the left hand Hell ä 
with long reach interpos d; three ſeveral ways 
In ſight, to each of theſe three places led. 
And now their way to Earth they had deſcry'd, 325 
Jo Paradiſe firſt tending, when behold : 
Satan in likeneſs of an angel bright 
300 Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion ſteering 
lis zenith, while the ſun in Aries roſe: © 
Diſquis'd he came, but thoſe his children dear 330 
heir parent ſoon difeern'd, though in diſguiſe. | 
ie after Eve ſedue'd, unminded fhink 
into the wood faſt by, and changing ſhape - 
o* obſerve the ſequel, ſaw his guileful act 
Hy Eve, though all unweeting, ſeconded 335 
pon her huſband, ſaw their ſhame that ſought 
Pain covertures; but when he aw deſcend - | 
he Son of God to judge them, terrify d 
ie fic, not hoping to eſcape, but ſhun - . / 
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The preſent, fearing guilty what his wrath 340 
Might ſuddenly infli; that paſt, return d 
By night, and liſt'ning where the hapleſs pair 
Sat in their ſad diſcourſe, and various plaint, 
Thence gather'd his own doom, which underſtood 
Not inſtant, but of future time, with joy 345 
And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return d, 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 1 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop'd 3 
Met who to meet him eame, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at ſight 350 
Of that ſtupendous-bridge his joy increas'd. | 
Long he admiring Rood, till Sin, his fair 
Inchanting daughter, thus the ſilence broke. 
O Parent, theſe are thy-magnific deeds, | | 
Thy trophies, which thou view'ſt as not thine own; 
Thou art their author and prime architect: 356 
For I no ſooner in my heart divin'd, 3 
My heart, which by a ſecret harmony 
Still moves with thine, join d in connexion ſweet, 
That thou on Earth hadſt proſper d, which thy looks 4 
Now alſo evidence, but ſtrait I felt 361 
Though diſtant from thee worlds between, yet felt 
That I muſt after thee with this thy ſon, 
Such fatal conſequence unites us three: 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 
Nor this unyoyageable gulf obſcure _ 
Detain from following thy illuſtrious track. 
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Thou haſt achiey'd our liberty, confin'd 

Within Hell gates till now, thou us impower'd 

6 To fortify thus far, and overlay | 370 

with this portentous bridge the dark abyſs. 

nine now is all this world; thy virtue hath won 

343 What thy hands builded not, thy wiſdom gain d 

with odds what War hath loſt, and fully aveng'd 
Our foil in Heav'n; here thou ſhalt monarch reign, 

1 There didſt not; there let him ſtill victor ſway, 376 

as battel hath adjudg d, from this new world 

RnRetiring, by his own doom alienated, 

nd henceforth monarchy with thee divide 

Pt all things parted by th empyreal bounds, 4330 

43 Hlis quadrature, from thy orbicular world, 

r try thee now more dange'rous to his throne. 


_— Whom thus the Prince of Darkneſs anſwer'd glad. | 
356 ] Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both, 
ligh proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 385 
Pf Satan, (for I glory in the name, > 
et; atagoniſt of Heav'n's almighty King) - 
looks mply have merited of me, of al! 
361 h' infernal empire, that ſo near Heay'n's door 
felt riumphal with triumphal act have met, 390 ö 
line with this glorious work, and made one realm | 
ell and this world, one realm, one continent | 


365 1 f eaſy thorough - fare. Therefore while I 
Peſcend through Darkneſs, on your road with caſe, 


o my aſlociate powers, them to acquaint 395 
Volume II. N 
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With theſe ſucceſſes, and with them rejoice, 

You two this way, among theſe numerous orbs 

All yours, right down to Paradiſe deſcend ; 

There dwell and reign in bliſs, thence on the Earth 
Dominion exerciſe and in the air, . 400 
Chiefly on man, ſole lord of all declar'd, | 
Him firſt make ſure your thrall, and laſtly kill. 

My ſubſtitutes I ſend ye, and create 

Plenipotent on Earth, of matchleſs might 

Iſſuing from me: on your joint vigor now 405 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends, 
Through fin to death expos'd by my exploit. 

If your joint power prevail, th' affairs of Hell 

No detriment need fear; go and be ſtrong. 

So ſaying he diſmiſs'd them; they with ſpeed 410 
Their courſe through thickeſt conſtellations held, 
Spreading their bane; the blaſted ſtars look'd wan, 
And planets, planet-ſtruck, real-cclipſe 
Then ſuffer d. Th' other way Satan went down 
The cauſry to Hell gate; on either fide * ary 
Diſparted Chaos over built exclam'd, 

And with rebounding ſurge the bars aſil'd, 

That ſcorn'd his indignation : through the gate, 
Wide open and-unguarded, Satan paſs'd, 

And all about found deſolate; for thoſe 420 
Appointed to ſit there had left their charge, 

Flown to the upper world; the reſt were all 

Far to th' inland retir'd, about the walls 


Fa 
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Of Pandemonium, city and proud feat 4 
Of Lucifer, fo by alluſion call'd 425 
Of that bright ſtar to Satan paragon'd. 
There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 
In council ſat, ſolicitous what chance 
Might intercept their emp'ror ſent; ſo he 
Departing gave command, and they obſery'd. - 430 
As when the Tartar from his Ruſſian foe 
By Aſtracan over the ſnowy plains 
Retires, or Bactrian Sophi from the horns 
Of Turkiſh creſcent, leaves all waſte beyond 
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat | 435 
To Tauris or Caſbeen: ſo theſe the late 
Heay'n-baniſh'd/ hoſt left deſert utmoſt Hell 
Many a dark league, redue'd in careful watch 
Round their metropolis, and now expecting 
Each hour their great adventurer from'the ſearch 240 
Of foreign worlds: he through the midſt n * 
In ſnow plebeian angel militant 
Of loweſt order, paſs d; and from the eh 
Of that Plutcnian hall, inviſible 
Aſcended his high throne, which under late 445 
Of richeſt texture ſpread, at th* upper end 
Was plac'd in regal luſtre. Down a While 
He ſat, and round about him faw unſcen: 
At laſt as from à cloud his fulgent head 
And ſhape ſtar- bright appear'd, or wan clad 450 
With what permiffire glory ſince his fall | 
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Was left him, or falſe glitter: all amaz'd Pr 
At that ſo ſudden blaze the Stygian throng Th 
Bent their aſpe&, and whom they wiſh'd beheld, Lo 
Their mighty Chief return d: loud was the acclame: Of 
Forth ruſh'd in haſte the great conſulting peers, 456 Pla 
Rais'd from their dark divan, and with like joy Ma 
Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand Fro 
Silence, and with theſe words attention won. | You 
Thrones, Dominations,Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, Offe 
For in poſſeſſion ſuch, not only of right, 461 Bot! 
I call ye and declare ye now, return'd ' | Tos 
Succeſsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 4 Witl 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit For 
Abominable, accurs'd, the houſe of Woe, 465 To r 
And dungeon of our Tyrant + now poſſeſt, re 
As lords, à fpacious world, to* our native Heav'in Me en 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard Man 
With peyil great achiev'd. Long were to tell Is enr 
What I have done, what ſuffer'd, with what pain 4% Me ar 
Voyag d th* unreal, vaſt, unbounded deep His { 
Of horrible confuſion, over which A wor 
By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd Or my 
To expedite your glorious march; but I of my 
Toil'd out my uncouth paſſage, fore d to ride 4% But up 


Th' untraQable abyſs, plung'd in the womb 
Of unorigi'nal Night and Chaos wild, 

That jealous of their ſecrets fiercely" oppos'd 
My journey ſtrange, with elamorous uproar 
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Proteſting fate ſupreme; thence how I found 480 
The new-ereated world, which fame in Heav'ti n 
Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 
bOf abſolute perfection, therein Man 
6 | Plac'd in a paradile, by our exile cn 2 
1 Made happy: him by fraud I have ſeduc'd. 485 
From his Creator, and the more to' increaſe 
Your wonder, with an apple; he thercat 
Xx Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv'a up 
63 Both his beloved man and all his world 03%. 
To Sin and Death a prey, and ſo to us, 490 
Wichout our hazard, labor, or alarm,  ' . 
T0 range in, and to dwell, and over man | 
"IF To rule, as over all he ſhould have rul'd. 
True is, me alſo he bath judg d. or tatber 
Me not, but the brut ſerpent in whoſe ſhape 495 
Man I deceiv'd : that which to me belongs 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind; L am to bruiſe his heel; 
His ſeed, when is not ſet, ſhall bruiſe my head. 
A world who would not purchaſe with a bruiſe, 500 
Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th' account | 
Of my performance: what remains, ye Gods, 
But up and entet now into full bliſs ? - 

So having ſaid,-a-while he ſtood, expecting 
Their uniyerſal ſhout and high applauſe Jo; 
To fill his ear, when contrary he hears | 
On all ſides, from innumerable tongues 
N ĩij 
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A diſmal univerſal hiſs, the ſound ' | 81 
Of public ſcorn; he wonder d, but not long ; In 
Had leiſure, wond'ring at himſelf now more; 510 f. 
His viſage drawn he felt to ſharp and ſpare, ; Of 
His arms clung to his ribs, his legs intwining = Aa; 
Each other, till ſupplanted down he fell 1. 
A monſtrous ſerpent on his belly prone, 1 Do 
Reluctant, but in vain, a greater Power 515 1 An 
Now ruPd him, puniſh'd in the ſhape he ſinn'd = ca 
According to his doom-: he would have ſpoke, 48 
But hiſs for hiſs return d with forked tongue X 7% 
To forked tongue, for now were all transform'd . Caf 
Alike, to ſerpents all as acceffories 320 4 9 
To his bold riot: dreadful was the din | His 
Of hiſſing through the hall, thick ſwarming now The 
With complicated monſters head and tail, 7 
Scorpion, and aſp, and amphiſbæna dire, 1 
Ceraſtes horn d, hydrus, and elops drear, 525 The 
And dipſas (not ſo thick ſwarm'd once the ſoil For 
Bedropt with blood of gorgon, or the ile Now 
Ophiuſa) but ſtill greateſt he the midſt, Yet j 
Now dragon grown, larger than whom the ſun Thor 
Ingender d in the Pythian vale on ſlime, - 530 But 0 
Huge Python, and his power no leſs he ſeem'd Climi 
Above the reſt ſtill to retain; they all That 
Him follow'd iſſuing forth to th' open field, The f 
Where all yet left of that revolted rout Near 
$35 This: 


Heav'n-fall'n, in ſtation ſtood or juſt array, 
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Sublime with expectation when to ſee 

In triumph iſſuing forth their glorious Chief; 

They ſaw, but other ſight inſtead, a croud 

Of ugly ſerpents; horror on them fell, 

And horrid fympathy; for what they ſaw, 540 

They felt themſelves now changing; down their arms, 
2X Down fell both ſpear and ſhield, down they as faſt, 

5 And the dire hifs renew'd, and the dire ſorm 

8 Catch'd by contagion, like in puniſhment, 

As in their crime. 'Thus was th' applauſe they meant 

Turn'd to exploding hiſs, triumph to ſhame 5.46 

Caſt on themſelves from their own mouths. There ſtood 

A grove hard by, ſprung up with this their . | 

His will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like that ey 

Which grew in Paradiſe, the bait'of Eve T4 

Us'd by the Tempter : on that proſpect ſtrange 

Their earneſt eyes they fix'd, imagining 40 

For one forbidden tree a multitude 

Now ris'n, to work them further woe or ſhame; 5355 

Yet parch'd with ſcalding thirſt and hunger fierce, 

Though to delude them ſent, could not abſtain, 

But on they roll'd in heaps,” and up the trees 

Climbing, ſat thicker than the ſnaky locks 

That curl'd Megæra: greedily they pluck d 560 

The fruitage fair to ſight, like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam'd ; 

This more deluſive, not the touch, but taſte 
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Deceiv d; they fondly thinking to allay _ | 
Their appetite with guſt, inſtead of fruit 565 
Chew'd bitter aſhes, which th' offended taſte 

With ſpattering noiſe rejected: oft they aſſay d, 
Hunger and thirſt conſtraining, drug d as oft, 

With hatefulleſt diſreliſn writh'd their jaws 

With ſoot and cinders fill'd; ſo oft they fell 570 
Into the ſame illuſion, not as man 


Whom they triumph'd once laps d. Thus were they 


And worn with famin, long and ceaſcleſs hiſs, ſplagu'd 
Till their loſt ſhape; permitted, they reſum'd, 
Yearly injoin'd; ſome ſay, to undergo 575 
This annual humbling certain number'd days, 

To daſh their pride, and joy for man ſeduc d. 
However ſome tradition they diſpers'd 

Among the Heathen of their purchaſe got, 

And fabled how the ſerpent, whom they call'd 580 
Ophion with Eurynome, the wide ; 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firſt the rule 

Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driven 

And Ops, ere yet Dictæan Jove was born. 

Mean while in Paradiſe the helliſh pair 585 
Too ſoon arriv'd; Sin there in power before, + - + 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; hehind her Deaeg 
Cloſe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horſe: to vhom Sin thus began. 590 
Second of Satan ſprung, all conqu' ring Deatb, | 


— 


P 
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What think'ſt thou of our empire now, though earn'd | 
With travel difficult, not better far 


Than ſtill at Hell's dark threſhold to' have fat watch, 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thyſelf half ſtarv'd? 595 
Whom thus the Sin-born monſter anſwer'd ſoon. 

To me, who with eternal famin pine, 

Alike is Hell, or Paradiſe, or Heav'n, 

There beſt, where moſt with ravin I may meet; 

Which here, though plenteous, all too little ſeems 600 

To ſtuff this maw, this vaſt unhide-bound corps. 
To whom th' inceſtuous mother thus reply'd. 

Thou therefore on theſe herbs, and fruits, and flowers 

Feed firſt, on each beaſt next, and fiſh, and fowl, 


Say ww 4a, aa. 
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No homely morſels; and whatever thing _ 
The ſithe of Time mowes down, devour unſpar d; 


Till 1 in Man reſiding through the race, . 

His thoughts, his looks, words, actions, all infect, 

And ſeaſon him thy laſt and ſweeteſt prey. „ 
This ſaid, they both betook them ſeveral ways, 610 

Both to deſtroy, or unimmortal make 1 

All kinds, and for deſtruction to mature a 

Sooner or later; which th' Almighty ſeeing, 

From his tranſcendent ſeat the ſaints among, 

To thoſe bright Orders utter d thus his voice. 615 
See with what heat theſe dogs of Hell advance 

To waſte and havoc yonder world; which 1 

So fair and good created, and had ſtill | 

Kept in that ſtate, had not the fully of man 
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Folly to me, ſo doth the Prince of Hell 
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Let in theſe waſteful furies, who impute 620 


And his adherents, that with ſo much caſe 

I ſuffer them to enter and poſſeſs 

A place io heav'nly, and conniving ſeem 

To gratify my ſcornful enemies, 625 
That laugh, as if tranſported with ſome fit 

Of paſſion, I to them had quitted all, 

At random yielded up to their miſrule; 

And know not that I call'd and drew them thither 
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My hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 630 Th 
Which man's polluting ſin with taint hath ſhed In 
On what was pure, till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh burſt of 
With ſuck'd and glutted offal, at one ling ' In 
Of thy victorious atm, well · pleaſing 8on, Th. 
Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave at laſt 635 Wh 
Through Chaos hurl'd, obſtruct the mouth of Hell Sho 
For ever, and ſeal up his ravenous jaws. The 
Then Heav'n and Earth renew'd ſhall be made pure Sea, 
To ſanctity that ſhall receive no ſtain : Wit] 
Till then the curſe pronounc'd on both precedes. 640 Som 
He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud The 
Sung halleluiah, as the found of ſeas, Fron 
Through multitude that ſung: Juſt are thy . Oblic 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works; Was 


Who can extenuate thee? Next, to the Son, 
Deſtin'd Reſtorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heav'n and Earth ſhall to the ages riſe; 


645 : 
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Or down from Heav'n deſcend. Such was their ſong, 
While the Creator calling forth by name 

His mighty angels gave them ſeveral charge 650 
As ſorted beſt with preſent things. The ſun 

Had firſt his precept ſo to move, ſo ſhine, 

As might affect the Earth with cold and heat 

Scarce tolerable, and from the North to call 
Decrepit Winter, from the South to-bring 655 
Solſtitial Summer's heat. To the blane moon 

Her office they preſerib'd, to th" other five 

Their planetary motions and aſpets - 

In ſextile, ſquare, and trine, and-oppoſit 

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join E60 
In ſynod unbenign; and taught the fix'd 

Their influence malignant when to ſhower, 

Which of them riſing with the fun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeſtuous : to the winds they ſet 
Their corners, when with bluſter to confſound 665 
Sea, air, and ſhore, the thunder when to roll 

With terror through the dark acreal hall. 

Some ſay he bid his angels turn aſtanſe 

The poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the ſun's axle, they with labor puſh'd 670 
Oblique the centric globe: ſome ſay the Sun 

Was bid turn reins from th' equinoQial road 

Like diſtant breadth to Taurus with the ſeven 
Atlantic Siſters, and the Spartan Twins 

Up to the tropic Crab; thence down amain 675 
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By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 

Of ſeaſons to each clime; elſe had the ſpring 
Perpetual ſmil'd on Earth with vernant flowers, 
Equal in days and nights, except to thole 680 
Beyond the polar circles; to them day 
Had unbenighted ſhone, while the low ſun 


Had rounded ſtill th' horizon, and not known . 
Or Eaſt or Weſt; which had forbid the ſnow #68; | 
From cold Eſtotiland, and ſouth as far ? 
Beneath Magellan. At that taſted fruit 

The ſun, as from Thycſtean banquet turn'd 
His courſe intended; elſe how had the world : 
Inhabited, though ſinleſs, more than now, 690 
Avoided pinching cold and ſcorching heat ? 4 
Theſe changes in the Heav'ns, though flow, produc'd 
Like change on ſea and land, ſideral blaſt, | 


Vapor, and miſt, and exhalation hot, © 
Corrupt and peſtilent : now from the North *| buy 
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed ſhore, Of G 
Burſting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice os ha 
And ſnow and hail and ſtormy guſt and flaw, The 1 
Boreas and Cæcias and Argeſtes loud Fn 
And Thraſcias rend the woods and ſeas upturn ; 70⁰ All tl 
With adverſe blaſt upturns them from the South 15 pte 
Notus and Afer black with thundrous clouds 


From Serraliona thwart of theſe as fierce, 
2 
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Forth ruſh the Levatit and the Ponent winds -_ - * 
Furus and Zephyr with their lateral noiſe, . 505 
Sirocco, and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifeleſs things; but Diſcord firſt 
Daughter of Sin, among th? irrational,. 
Death introduce d through fierce antipathy::- 
Beaſt now with beaſt gan war, and fowl with fowl, 710 
And fiſh with ſiſni ʒ to graze the herb all leaving, - 
Devour'd each other; nor ſtood much in awe 
Of man, but ſled him, or with count nance grim 
Glar'd on him paſſing. ITheſe were from without 
The growing miſeries which Adam faw _ 715 
Already' in part, though hid in gloomieſt ſhade, 
To ſorrow' abandon'd, but worſe felt within, 
And in a troubled ſea of paſſion toſt, 
Thus to diſburden ſought with fad complaint. 

O miſerable of happy?! is this the end 720 
Of this new glorious world, and me fo late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd of bleſſed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom ta behold was then my bighth 
Of happineſs! yet well, if here would end 725 
The miſery ; I deſerv'd it, and would bear 
My own'deſervings;' but this will not ſerre; 
All that I eat or drink; or ſhall beget, | 
is propagated eurſe. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, Nrreaſd and multiply, 73% 
Now death to hear! for what can I increaſe; . | 
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Or multiply, but curſes on my head ? 
Who of all ages to ſacceed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curſe 
My head? Ill fare our anceſtor impure, 


For this we may thank Adam; but his thanks 


Shall be the execration ; ſ@ beſides 

Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflax on me redound, 
On me as on their natural center light 
Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 
Of Paradiſe, dear bonght with laſting woes ! 
Did I requeſt thee, Maker, from my elay 
To mold me man, did I ſolicit then 
From darkneſs to promote me, or here place 


In this delicious garden? As my will 


Concurr'd not to my be ing, it were but right 


And equal to reduce me to my duſt, 


Deſirous to reſign and render back 

All I receiv'd, unable to perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I ſought not. To the loſs of that, 
Sufficient penalty, why haſt thou added 

The ſenſe of endlefs woes? inexplicable 
Thy juſtice ſeems; yet to ſay truth, too late 
I thus conteſt; then ſhould have been refus'd 


Thoſe terms whatever, when they were propos d: 
Thou didſt accept them: wilt thou' enjoy the good, 


Then cavil the conditions? and though God 


\ 


135 We 


749 Th 


745 Fix 


750 | As i 


755 


49 


45 


'50 


155 


Book X. PARADISE LOST. 159 


Made thee without thy leave, what if thy ſon 760 
Prove difobedient, and reprov'd, retort, | 
Wherefore didſt thou beget me? I ſought it not: 
Wouldſt thou admit for his contempt of thee 

That proud excuſe ? yet him not thy election, 

But natural neceſſity begot. 765 
God made thee? of choice his own, and of hon 
To ſerve him; thy reward was. of his grace, 
Thy puniſhment then juſtly? is at his will. 

Be' it fo, for I ſubmit; his doom is fair, } 
That duſt I am, and ſhall to duſt return 970 
O welcome hour whenever! why delays: 1 
His hand to execute what his decree 
Fix'd on this day? why/do-Þoverkve,: 

Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthen'd ond 
To deathleſs pain? how gladly would I meet 775 
Mortality my ſentence, and be ear tin 
laſenſible, how glad would lay me down. 

As in my mother's lap? there I ſhould. reſt 

And ſleep ſecure; his dreadful voice no more 

Would thunder in my ears, no fear of worſe 780 
To me and to my offspring: would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 

Purſues me ſtill, leſt all I cannot die. 
Leſt that pure breath of life; the ſpi'rit of man 
Which God inſpir' d, cannot together pꝓeriſn 785 
With this corporeal elod; then in the grave, 

Qr in ſome other diſmal place, ho knows 
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But I ſhall die a living death? O thought 

Horrid, if true! yet why? it was but breath 

Of life that'ſinn'd ; what dies but what had life 790 
And ſin? the body properly hath neither. 

All of me then ſhall die: let this appeaſe 

The doubt, ſince human reach no further knows. 
For though tlie Lord of all be infinite, 

Is his wrath alſo? be it, man is not ſo, 795 
But mortal doom'd. How can he exerciſe 

Wrath without end on man whom death muſt end ? 
Can he make deathleſs death ? that were to make 
Strange contradiction, which to God himſelf 


Impoſſible is held, as argument 800 
Of weakneſs, not of power. Will be draw out, 
For anger's ſake, finite to infinite : 

In punifh'd'man, to ſatisfy his ave 


Satisfy'd never? that were to extend | 
His ſentence beyond duſt and Nature's law, 80g 
By which all cauſes elſe according ſtil!l | 

To the reception of their matter act, 

Not to th' extent of their own ſphere. But fay 
That death be not one ſtroke, as 1 ſuppos'd 
Bereaving ſenſe, but endleſs miſery + 810 
From this day onward, which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me, and ſo laſt 

To perpetuity; Ay me, that fear 

Comes thund'ring back with dreadful revolution 

On my defenſeleſs head; both death and! 815 
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Am found eternal, and incorporate both, 

Nor I in my part ſingle,” in theall : N n 
Poſterity ſtands cursd : fair patrimony g 


That I muſt leave ye, Sons; O were L able 


To waſte it all myſelf, and leave ye — 820 
So diſinherited how would:you bleſs Haid 
Me now your curſe! Ah, why ſhould al mankind 
For one man's fault thus guiltleſy be condemn d, 
I guiltleſs ? but from me what can prorerd. 
But all corrupt, hoth mind and will deprav d 825 
Not to do only, but to will the fame: a 
With me ? how can they then 1 bis? 
In ſight of God ? him after all diſputes a bus off 
Forc'd I abſolve ; all my evaſions vain, Hin} 
And reaſo'nings, thoughithrough mazes, ade me full 
But to my own conviction: firſt and laſt 831 
On me, me only: as the ſource and ſpring 
Of all corruption, all the blame lights du:: 
So might the wrath; Fond wiſh] couldſt thouſappott 
That burden heavier than the Earth to bear; 833 
Than all the world much hravler, though divided 
With that bad Woman? thus what thou deſir'ſt 
And what thou fear ſt; alike deſtroys all hope 
Of refuge; and concludes thee miſerable 
Beyond all paſt example and future, 840 
To Satan only lite both brime and 1 birA 
O.Conſcience, into whatiabyſy of feüts?s 22! oy 
Aud hevrots haſt thou driven me; bb ubich - 
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I find no way; ſtom deep to deeper plung'd! E 
Thus Adam to limfelf mented loud 84, 7 

Through the ſtill night, not ub, as ere man fell 
Wholeſome and cool, and wild, but with black air A 
Actompanicd; with damips and dreadful water | R 
Which to his evil conſeiente repreſented N 
Albthings:with double terror : on the er 850 T 
Outſtretoh i he lay, oh the cold ground, and oft Te 
Curs'd hibxreation; Death as oft 1 2; Fo 
Oftardy' executiohy fincc dlenoune d > | Te 
The day of his aſfenſe. Why comes vot t Denk. co 
Said he, vſtli one thrio acceptable ſtroke 854 Ar 
To end me? ſhall Truth faifitorketr der word, Ra 
Juſtice divine, not haſten to bajuſt : Cre 
Bit Death comes not at call Juſtice divine Mo 
Meids not her floweſt pace fof jiray'rs or cries. We 


O Woods, O Fountaits;, Hillocs, Dales, aud Bowers, To 
With other coho late 4tabpbt your mades 8061 Cre 


'Toanſter,' and reſouud fabotfierforg, -- Wit 
Whom thus/afflifted when dad Eve beheld, Thi. 
Deſolate where ſhe fat, apprbaching nig, Of} 
Soft Words to his ſierce paſſion ſhe aſſay d: 865 Wir 
But her peith ſtern regard hie thus repell d. Or fi 

Out of my ſignt, thon . delt Man 
Befits t hee with him leagu d thyſelf as falſe And 
And hatefukʒo nothing wants, but that thy Aube, Diſtu 
Like his, and eolor ſerpentine: may ſno ß 3870 And 


Thy :inwtardfravd; to warn ll ertatures from these 
['t O | 
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Henceforth leſt that too heav nly form, pretended/ 
To helliſh falſhood, ſnare them. But for these 
1 had perſiſted happy, had not thy pride | 
And wand'ring vanity, when leaſt was ſafe, 873 
Rejected my:forewarning, and diſdain d 

Not to be truſted, longing to be ſeen 

Though by the Dev'it himſelf, him overweening 

To over-reach, but with the ſerpent meeting | 
Fool'd and beguil'd, by him thou, I by thee, 880 
To truſt thee from my fide, imagin'd wiſe, 
Conſtant; mature, proof againſt all aſſaults, 

And underſtood not all was hut a ſhow . 

Rather than ſolid virtue, all but a rib 

Crooked by Nature, bent, as now appears, 88 
More to the part ſiniſter, from mie drawn, 

Well if thrown out, as ſupernumerary - 

To my juſt. number found. O hy did God, 

Creator wiſe, that peopled higheſt Heav'n 

With ſpizits maſculine, create at laſt 899 
This novelty on Earth, this fair defect 

Of Nature, and not fill the world at once 

With men as angels without ee 

Or find ſome other way to generate | 
Mankind? this miſchief had not then befall'o, 893 
And more that ſhall befal, innumerable | 
Diſturbances on Earth through female ſnares, 

And ſtrait conjunction with this ſex : for either 

He never ſhall find ont fit mate, but ſuch 
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As ſome misfortune brings him, or miſtake; 900 
Or whom he wiſhes:moſt ſhall ſeldom gain 
Through her perverſeneſs, but ſhall ſee her ur 
By a far worſe; or if ſhe love, withheld 
By parents; or his happieſt choice too late 
Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock-bound 905 
To a fell adverſary*, his hate or ſhame: ' 
Which infinite calamity ſhall cauſe 
To human life, and houſhold peace confound. 

He added not, and from her turn d; but Eve 
Not ſo repuls d, with tears that ceas d not flowing, 
And treſſes all diforder'd, at his feet 911 


Fell humble, and embracing them, beſought + 


His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint.. 
Forſake me not thus, Adam; witneſs Heav'n 
What love ſincere; and reverence in my heart 913 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, | | + 
Unhappily 'deceiv*'d; thy ſuppliant } 
I beg, and claſp thy knees; bereave me not, 
Whereon I lire, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counſel in this uttermoſt diſtreſs, 920 
My only ſtrength and ſtay: forlorn of thee, 
Whither ſhall I betake me, where ſubſiſt? 
While yet we live, ſcaree one ſhort hour perhaps, 
Between us two let there be peace, both 3 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity ' 925 
Againſt a foe by doom expreſs afſign'd 0-2 11710 
That cruel ſerpent: on me exerciſe not 
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Thy hatred for this miſery befall'n, 

On me already loſt, me than thyſelf 

More miſerable; both have ſinn'd, but thou 
Againſt God only”, I againſt God and thee, 
And to the place of judgment will return, 
There with my cries importune Heay'n, that all 
The ſentence from thy head remov'd may light 
On me, ſole cauſe to thee of all this woe, 

Me, me only, juſt object of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight, 
Immoreable till peace obtain'd from fault 
Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in Adam wrought 
Commiſeration; ſoon his heart relented - 
Tow'ards her, his life ſo late and ſole delight, 
Now at his feet ſubmiſſive in diſtreſs, 
Creature ſo fair his reconcilement ſeeking, 

His counſel, whom ſhe had diſpleas'd, his aid; 
As one diſarm'd, his anger all he loſt, 
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And thus with peaceful words uprais d her ſoon, 


Unwary', and too deſirous, as before, + 
So now of what thou know'ſt not, who.deſu'ſt 
The puniſhment all on thyſelf; alas, 
Bear thine own firſt, ill able to ſuſtain | , 


959 


His full wrath, whoſe thou feel ſt as yet leaſt part, 


And my diſpleaſure bear'ſt fo ill. If.prayers - 
Could alter high deerees, I to that place 
Would ſpeed before thee, and be louder heard, 
That on my head all might be viſited, - - 


953 


166 PARADISE LOST; Book X, 
Thy frailty and infirmer ſex forgiven, | 
To me committed and by me expos d. 
But riſe, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd enough elſewhere, but ſtrive 
In offices of love, how we may lighten 960 
Each other's burden in our ſhare of woe; 
Since this day's death denounc'd, if ought I ſee, 
Will prove no ſudden, but a ſflow-pac'd evil, 
A long day's dying to augment our pain, 
And to eur ſeed (O hapleſs ſeed!) deriv'd. * 965 

To whom thus Eve, recovering N we 
Adam, by ſad experiment I know- 
How little weight wy words with thee can find; 
Found {© erroneous, thence by juſt event 
Found ſo unfortunate; nevertheleſs, * - 970 
Reſtor'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain” © 
'Thy love, the ſole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying; from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts'in my unquiet breaſt are riſen, 975 
Tending to ſome relief of our extremes, 

Or end, though ſharp and ſad, yet tolerable, 
As in our evils, and of eafier choiee. 
If care of our deſcent perplex us moſt, 
Which muſt be born to certain woe, ON you 
By Death at laſt; and miſerable it is 
To be to others cauſe of miſery, ry, 


Gur own begotten, and of opr loins to bring 
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Into this curſed world a woeful race, | 
That after wretched life muſt be at laſt 985 
Food for ſo foul a monſter; in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 

0 The race unbleſt, to be ing yet unbegoat. 
Childleſs thou art, childleſs remain: ſo Death 
Shall be deceiv'd his glut, and with us two 990 
Be forc'd to ſatisfy his ravenous maw. 5 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 

8 Converſing, looking, loving, to abſtain 
From Love's due rites, nuptial embraces ſweet, 
And with deſire to languiſh without hope, 995 
Before the preſent object languiſhing | 
With like deſire, which would be miſery - 

70 And torment leſs than none of what we dread; 
Then both ourſelves and ſeed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make ſhort, 1000 
Let us ſeek Death, or he not found, ſapply | 

| With our own hands his office on ourſelves : 

73 Why ſtand we longer ſhivering under fears, cf 
That ſhow no end but death, and have the power, 
Of many ways to die the ſhorteſt chuſing, 1005 
Deſtruction with deſtruction to deſtroy? 

She ended here, or vehement deſpaiir | 

080 Broke off the reſt; ſo much of death her choughts | 
Had entertaiiſ d, as dy'd her checks with pale. 
But Adam with ſuch counſel nothing —— 1078 
To better.ipes his more uttautina pid 14 
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Lab'ring had rais'd, ard thus to Eve reply'd. 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleaſure ſeems 
To argue in thee ſomething more ſublime. 
And excellent than what thy mind contemns; 1015 
But ſelf- deſtruction therefore ſought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implics, 
Not thy contempt, but anguiſh and _ 
For loſs of life and pleaſure overlov d. 
Or if thou covet death, as utmoſt end roꝛo 
Of miſery, ſo thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc'd, doubt not but God 
Hath wiſelier arm'd his vengeful ire than ſo 
To be foreſtall'd; much more l fear leſt death 
So ſnatch'd will not exempt us from the pain 1025 
We are by doom to pay; rather ſuch acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Higheſt 
To make death in us live: then let us ſeek 
Some ſafer reſolution, which methinks 
T have in view, calling to mind with heed 1030 
Part of our ſentence, that thy ſeed ſhall bruiſe 
The ſerpent's head; piteous amends, unleſs 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foc 
Satan, who in the ſerpent hath contriv'd 
Againſt us this deceit: to eruſn his head 1035 
Would be revenge indeed; which will be loſt 
By death brought on ourſelves, or childleſs days 
Reſolv d as thou propoſeſt; ſo our for 
Shall *ſeape his puniſhment-ordain'd, and we 
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Inſtead ſhall double ours upon our heads. 1040 
No more be mention'd then of violence, 
Againſt ourſelves, and wilful barrenneſs, 

5 That cuts us off from hope, and favors onlx 

| Rancor and pride, impatience and deſpite, _ 

Reluctance againſt God and his juſt yoke 1045 
Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd 

20 Without wrath or reviling ; we expected 

Immediate diſſolution, which we thought 

Was meant by death that day, when lo, to thee 1050 

Pains only in child-bearing were foretold, 

And bringing forth, ſoon recompens d with joy, 

Fruit of thy womb : on me the curſe aſlope 

Glanc'd on the ground; with labor I muſt earn 

My bread; what harm? Idleneſs had been worſe; 

My labor will ſuſtain me; and leſt cold 1056 

Or heat ſhould injure us, his timely care 

Hath unbeſought provided, and his hands 

Cloth'd us unworthy, pitying while he judg d; 

How much more, if we pray him, will his car 1060 

Be open, and his heart to pity incline, 

And teach us further by what means to nun 

Th' inclement ſeaſons, rain, ice, hail, and law? 5 

Which now the ſky with various face begins? 

To ſhow us in this mountain, while the winds 1065 

Blow moiſt and keen, {þattering the graceful locks. 

Of help fair ſpreading trees; which bids us ſeck 
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Some better ſhroud, ſome better warmth to cheriſh ' wi 
Our lips benum'd, ere this diurnal ſtar ( 
Leave cold the night, how we his gather d beams 1070 Fel 
Refſected; may with matter ſere ſoment ' Re 
Or by colliſton of two bodies grind Bef, 
The air attrite to fire; as late the clouds Hur 
Jjuſtling or puſn d with winds rude in their ſhock 1074 Wa! 
Tine the ſlant lightning, whoſe'thwart flame driv'n Fre- 
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine, [down Of 


And ſends a comfortable heat from far, 

Which might ſupply the ſun: ſuch fire to uſe, 
And what may elſe be remedy or cure | 

To evils which our own miſdeeds have wrought, 1080 
He will inſtru us praying, and of grace 
Beſeeching him, ſo as we need not fear 

To paſs commodiouſly this life, fuſtain'd 

By him with many comforts, kill we end N 

In duſt, our final reſt and native home. 1085 
What better can we do, than to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd us, proſtrate fal! 
Before him reverent; aud there confeſs 
Humbly our faults; and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering the ground and with our ſigh the air 1090 
Frequenting; ſent from! hearts. contt ite, in ſign 
Of forrow*unfeipn'd, and humiliatien meeck ? 
Cndbubtelly he will relent and turn 
From! his diſpleaſure; in whoſe look ſerene, 
When angty moſt he ſcem d und moſt ſerere, 1095 
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What elſe but favour, grace, and merey ſhone? 

So ſpake our Father penitent, nor Eve 
Felt leſs remorſe : they forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd them, proſtrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confeſs d 1100 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their ſighs tho air 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 
Of forrow* unfeign'd, and humiliation meck. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
| BOOK XL. 
The enen 


The icke Fretents to his Father the prayers of onr Pirſi parents 
now repenting, and intercedes for them: God accepts them, but de · 
clares that they muſt no longer abide in Paradiſe; ſends Michael 
with 4 band of cherubim to diſpoſſeſs them; but firſt to reveal to 
Adam future things: Michael's coming dawn, Adam ſhows to Eve 
certain ominous figns; he diſcerns Michael's approach, goes out to 
meet him; the angel denounces their departure. Eve's lamentation. 
Adam pleads, but ſubmits: the angel leads him up to a high hill, 
ſets before him in viſion what ſha]l happen till the flood» 


THUS they in lowlicſt plight repentant ſtood 
Praying, for from the mercy-ſeat above 

Prevenient grace deſcending had remov d 

The ſtony from their hearts, and made new fleſh 
Regenerate grow inſtead, that ſighs now breath'd 5 
Unutterable, which the Spirit of prayer 

Inſpir'd, and wing'd for Heav'n with ſpeedięr flight 
'Than loudeſt oratory : yet their port 

Not of mean ſuiters, nor important leſs 

Seem'd their petition, than when th* ancient pair 10 
In fables old, lefs ancient yet than theſe, 

Deucalion and chaſte Pyrrha, to reſtore 

The race of mankind drown'd, before the ſhrine 

Of Themis ſtooq devout. To heav'n their prayers 
Flew up, nor miſs'd the way, by envious winds 13 
Blown vagabond, or fruſtrate : in they paſs'd 


15 
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Pimenſionleſs through heav ' nly doors; then clad 
With incenſe, here the: golden altar ſum d, 
By their great Interceſſor, came in fight: t 
Before the Fathet's throne : them the glad 8on 20 
Preſenting, thus to intercede began. eg I 41 ff 1 
See, Father, what firſt fruits on Earth are ſprung 
And pray'rs, which in This golden cenſer, mind 
With incenſe, I thy prieſt before thee bring, 25 
Fruits of more pleaſing ſavor from thy feed-- 1 + 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than choſe 
Which his own band manuring all the trees 
Of Paradiſe could have ꝓrodue d, ere fall n 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine car 30 
To ſupplication, hear his ſighs though mut,; 
Unſkilful with what words to pray, let me ity” 
Interpret forzhim, me his Advocate 11 
And Propitiation; all his works on me t 
Good or not good ingraft, my merit thore 335 
Shall perſect, and ſor theſe my death ſhall pay. 
Accept me, and in me from theſe receive | 
Ihe ſmell of peace toward mankind ; let him live 


Before thee reconcil'd, at leaſt his dass 
Number d, though fad, till death, his doom, (which ! 


To mitigate thus plead, not to reverſe) | * ; 4 
To better life ſhall yield him; where with mee 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and bliſs, 
ade one with me as I with thee am one. 
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174 PFAKADISE LOST, 


All thy requeſt for man, accepted Son, 


9 


Obtain; at check (> b 


But longer in that Paradiſe to dwell, 
The law I gave to Nature him forbids: 


'Fhoſe pure immortal elements that know 
No groſs, no. unharmonious mixture foul, 
Eject him tainted now, and purge him off - 


a diſtempergrofs1to'air as groſs, | 


And mortal food, as may diſpoſe him beſt - 


For diſſolution wrought by ſin, that firſt - 
Diſtemper'd:all:things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted: U at firſt with two fair gifts 


Created him endowꝰd, with happiness 


And immortality: that fondly loſt, 

This other-:ſerv'd but to eternize woe, 
THI 1 provided death; ſo death becomes 
His final remedy, and after life i 


Try'd in ſharp'tribulation, de: 10 10 
By faith and faithful works, to — | 


Wak'd in the renovation of the juſt, 


Reſigns him up with Heav'n and Earth renew, 


But let us call to:fynod all the bleſt 


Book XI. 


To whom the Father, without cloud, — 45 


"RV 


55 


65 


Thro'Heav*n's wide bounds; from them I will not hide 


My judgments, how with mankind I proceed, 
As how with peccant angels late they ſaw, 


79 


And in their ſtate, though firm, ſtood more confirm'd. 


He ended, and the Son gave ſignal high 
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To the bright miniſter that watch dj he ble 

His trumpet, heard in Oreb ſince perhaps 

When God deſcended, and perhaps once more 95 

To ſound at general doom. Th“ angelleblaſt 

Fubd all the regions: from their bliſsful bowers 

Of amarantin ſnade, fountain or ſpringg 

By the waters of life; her er they ſaaat 

In fellowſhips of joy, the ſons of Light ' 80 

Haſted, reſorting ta the ſummons highy*! 

And took their ſeats ;-till from his throne ſupreme 

Th' Almighty thus'/pronounc'd his/fovran will. 
O Sons, like one of us man is become” 

To know both good and evil, ſince his taſte By 

Of that deſended fruit; but let him boaſt 

His knowledge of good loſt, and evil got; 

Happier, had it ſuſſic d him to have known 

Good by itſelf, and evil not at all. 

He ſorrows now, repents, and prays contrite, 90 

My motions in him; longer than they move, 

His heart I know; how variable and van 

Self- left. Leſt therefore his now bolder hand 

Reach alſo of the tree of Life; and eat, 

And live for ever, dream atleaſt to lie 95 

For ever, to remove him 1 decree, / etzt e 

And ſend him from the garden forth to til! 

The ground whence he was taken, fitter ſoil. 
Michael, this my beheſt have thou in charge, 

Take to thee from among the cherubim | 100 
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Thy choice of flaming warriors, leſt the — 

Or in behalf of man, or to inv ade 

Vacant, poſſeſſion, ſome new trouble raiſe: 

Haſte thee, and from the Paradiſe of God | 

Without remorſe drixe out the Goful pair, 105 

From hallow d ground th unholy, and denounce 

To them and to their progeny from thence 

Perpetual baniſnment. Yet left they faint | 

At the ſad ſentence rigoroufiy;rg'd; ] 

For I behold them ſoſten d and with tears 110 

Bewailing their exceſs, all terror hide. 

If patiently thy bidding they bey, 

Diſmiſs them not diſconſolate ; π¹]ꝰ,]p] 

To Adam what ſhall come in future days, 

As I ſhall thee inlighten; interm ia . 

My covenant in the Woman's ited renew d 

So ſend them forth, though ſorrowing, 121 in peace: 

And on the eaſt fide of the garden place, 

Where entranee up from Eden eaſieſt limbs, 

Cherubic watch, and of a ſword the flame 129 

Wide-waving, all approach far off ta fright, 

And guard all paſſage to the tree of Life: 

Leſt Paradiſe a receptacle prove 

To ſpirits foul, and all my trees their prey, 

With whoſe ſtol 'n fruit man once more to delude. 125 
He ceas d; and th' arch-apgelic Pow 'r prepar d 

For ſwift deſcent, with him the cohort bright 

Ot watchful cherubim; four faces cach 


Q 


25 


Book XI. PARADISE LOST. 

Had, like a double Janus, all their ſhape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thoſe 
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drouſe, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the paſtral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean while 

To refalute the world with ſacred light 


177 


130 


Leucothea wak'd, and with freſh dews imbalm'd 135 


The Earth, when Adam and firſt matron Eve 
Had ended now their oriſons, and found 
Strength added from above, new hope to ſpring 
Out of deſpair, jay, but with fear yet link d; 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd. 
Eve, eaſily may faith admit, that all 


140 


The good which we enjoy from Heav'n deſcends; 
But that from us ought ſhould aſcend to Heav'n 


So prevalent as to'concernithe mind 

Of God high-bleſt, or to incline his will, 
Hard to belief may ſeem yet this will pray'r 
Or one ſhort ſigh of human breath, upborne 
Ev'n to the ſrat of God. For finee 1 ſought 
By pray'r th' offended Deity to” appeaſe, 
Kneel'd and before him humbled all my heart, 
Methought I ſaw him placable and mild, 
Beriding his ear; perſuaſion in me'grew 
That I was heard with favor; peace return'd 
Home to my breaſt, and to my memory 
His promiſe, that thy ſeed ſhall bruiſe our foe; 
Which then not minded in diſmay; yet now 


145 


150 


155 
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178 PARADISE LOST» 


Aſſures me that the bitterneſs of death | 
Is paſt, and we ſhall live. Whence hail to thee, 
Eve rightly call'd, Mother of all, Mankind, 
Mother of all things living, ſince. by then 160 
Man is to live, and all things live for man. 

To whom thus Eve with ſad demeanour meck. 
Ill worthy I ſuch title ſhould. belong 
To me tranſgreſſor,'who for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy ſnare; to me reproach 165 
Rather belongs, diſtruſt and all diſpraiſc: 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge. 
That I who firſt brought death on all, am grac'd 
The ſource of liſe; next favourable thou, 
Who highly thus to intitle me.youchſaf'ſt, 170 
Far other name deſerving. But the field 
To labor calls us now with ſweat impos d. 
Though after ſleepleſs night; for ſee, the Morn, 
All unconcern'd with our unreſt, begins 
Her roſy progreſs ſmiling; let us forth, 775 
I never from thy ſide henceforth to. ſtray, [2 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now injoin d 
Laborious, till day droop; while here we dwell, 
What can be toilſome in theſe pleaſant walks? 
Here let us live, though in fall'n ſtate, content. 180 

So ſpake, ſo wiſh'd much-humbled Eve, but Fate 
Subſcrib'd not; Nature firſt gave ſigns, impreſs'd 
On bird, beaſt, air, air ſuddenly eclips  - 
After ſhort bluſh of Morn; nigh in her ſight 
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The bird of Jove, ſtoopꝰd from his aery tour, 185 
Two birds of gayeſt plume before him drove; 

Down from a hill the beaſt that reigns in woods, 
Firſt hunter then, purſu d a gentle brace, 

Goodlieſt of all the foreſt, hart and hind ; 

Direct to th' Eaſtern gate was bent their flight. age 
Adam obſerv'd, and with his eye the chaſe 

Purſuing, not unmov'd to Eve thus ſpake. 

O Eve; ſome further change awaits us nigh, 
Which Heav'n by theſe mute ſigns in Nature ſhows, 
Forerunners of his'purpoſe, or'to warn 195 
Us haply too ſecure of our diſcharge ' 

From penalty, becauſe from death releas'd | 
Some days; how long, and what till then our life, 
Who knows, or more than this; that we are duſt, 
Ard thither maſt return and be no more? 200 
Why elſe this double object in our ſight 
Of flight purſuꝰd in th air} and oer the ground, 
One way the ſelſf- ſame hour? why in the Eaſt: 
Darkneſs e' er day's mid eburſe, and morning light 
More orient in yon weſtermi cloud, that draws 205 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white, - ec? 
And flow deſcends; with ſomething heav eee ? 
He err'& hot for by this the heav*nly — 


Down rom w fal jalpar Ighitad nom Ss chit W 
In Paradiſe; and on à hill made halt, » 112 ©: > B30 
A glorious appatittonꝭ had not doubbBt 


130 PARADISE Los r. Book XI. 
Not that more glorious, when the angels met 


Jacob in Mahanaim, where he ſaw | 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright; 215 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear d 
In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of fire, 
Againſt the Syrian king, who to ſurpriſe 
One man, aſſaſſin like, had levied war, 
War unproclam'd. The princely hierarch 220 
In their bright ſtand there left his pow'rs to ſeiſe 
Poſſeſſion of the garden; he alone, 
To find where Adam ſhelter'd, took his way, 
Not unperceiv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 
While the great Viſitant approach'd, thus ſpake. 225 

Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will ſoon determin, or impoſe. -- 
New laws to be obſerv'd;. for I deſcry 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill 
One of the heav'nly hoſt, and by his gate 230 
None of the meaneſt, ſome great potentate 
Or of the thrones above, fuck majeſty 
Inveſts him coming; yet not terrible, 
That I ſhould fear, nor ſociably mild. 
As Raphael; that I ſtiould much conſide, 235 
But ſolemn and ſublime, whom not to oſſend, 
With reverence I muſt meet, and thou retire. 

He ended; and th' arch- angel a 
Not i in his ſhape celeſtial, but as man #4 
Clad to meet man; over his lucid arms 440 
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A military veſt of purple flow d. 
Livelier than Melibœan or the grain 
$ Of Sarra,-worn by kings and heroes dt 


In time of truce; Iris had dipt the Wo; 
His ſtarry helm unbuckled ſhow'd him prime 245 
In manhood where youth ended; by bis ſide 
As in a gliſtring zodiac hung the ſword, 
20 Satan's dire dready and in his hand the ſpear.” -- 
Adam bow'd low; he kingly from his ſtate 
Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar d. 250 
Adam, Heav'n's high beheſt no preface needs: 
Sufficient that thy pray' rs are heard, and Death, 
25 Then due by ſentence hen thou didſt ane 
Defeated of his ſeiſure many days 
Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may ſt repent, 255 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
May'ſt cover: well may then thy Lord appeas d 
30 Redeem thee quite from Death's — n 
But longer in this Paradiſe to dwell 5 
Permits not; to ſtemove thee I am come, * ut 168 
And ſend thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waſt taken, fitter ſoil. © 
235 He aqded not for Adam at the news 
Heart- ſtruck with chilling gtipe of ſorrow: ſtood" 
That all his ſunſes bounds Eve, who — "abs 
+ Yet all had heard; with audible lament A 
| Difcover'd ſaon the place df her retire. 
249 O unexpected ſtroke, worſe than of death! 
Volume II. Q 
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Muſt I thus leave thee; Paradiſe? thus leave 

Thee, native ſail; theſe happy walks and ſhades, 270 

Fit haunt of gods? where I had hope nen 

Quiet though-ſad, the reſpit-of that da 

That muſt be mortal to us both. O Flowers, 

That never will in other climate grow," | 

My carly viſitation, and my laſt 2275 

At even, which J 3 2 1517 

From the firſt, opening bud, and gave ye names, 

Who now ſhall rear ye to the ſun, or rank 

Your tribes, and water from th ambroſial fount 2 

Thee laſtly; nuptial Bow r, by me adorn d 280 

With what to ſight or ſmell was ſweet, from thee 

How ſhall I part, and hither wander down 

Into a lower world, to this ohſ cure 

And wild? how-lhalbwe breathe in otlier air 

Leſs pure, accuſtom'd. to immortal fruits??? 285 

Whom thus the angel interrupted mild- 

Lament not, Eve, but patiently reſ gn 

What juſtly thou haſt loſt; nor ſet thy heart, 

Thus over-fond, on that uhich is not ithine e; 

Thy going is not lonely with thee goes 290 

Thy huſband 3-him to; follow thou art bound; 

Where he abides, thinł there thy native foil: :-/ 
Adam hy this from, the cold ſudden dump 

Recovering, and his ſcattericł ſpilrits return d. 

To Michael thus is humblexwordeaddrefs'd;: 295 

ele ſtigl. iether among tlie thrones or Ham 


— 
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Df them the high eſt, for ſuch of ſhape may ſeem 
Prince above princes, gently haſt thou told 

Thy meſſage, which might elſe in telling wound, 
And in performing end us; what — | We 
Of ſorrow and dejection and deſpair ++ 
Our frailty eat ſuſtain; thy tidings bel, | 
Departure from this lia ppy place, — * 
Receſs, and only conſolation left 
Familiar to our eyes p all places eiſe Zo 
Inhoſpitable appear amd deſo late 
Nor knowing us nor known: and if byipray' m 


Inceſſant I-eiuld hope to change the Ill! 


Of him, whs allithings can, 1 would ccc 3 
To wearythim with my aflfdfous' cries: 310 
But pray ir againſt His abſblute decr em * . 
No more avails than? hreath againſt the wad; 
Blown ſtifling bach on Him that Sraschöes ir urch: 
Therefore to his great bidding 1 ſub bite 
This moſt afflitsmey that departing henee, 375 
As from his face d ſhall be td, depri - 
His bleſſed: count naace g here Huld fremuenʒt 
With worſhipyplace by place here h vouchſaf d 
Prefetice ivind, und tu y ſuns relate, 
On this mount he appeatid, — — N 1 80 
Stood viſible, among theſe ꝓihes his voice . 
heard, here with m/ at this fountain wy 2 
So many pgrateful:altars:1 would: rear 75) 
Of grifly: tur und pile up every — a 

G 


; 
; 
** 
1 
7 j 
4 
f 
| 
: 
b 


tr Ra 
r 


* 23 7 
1 


— — = 
_ —-— — rr eo eee ere rw 


= —— O l 
— -- ; 
. —— 2 . 2 


n = 4 
—— — — _— —_— 
—̃— — 2 — _ 


; _—_ = 9 — — 
r 


* 


— R — 
— I 
1 — li. 


a * 7582 — = 
* —— 2 = 
-— — — r — 
— — 
— 


184 PARADISE Los r. Book XI. 


Of luſtre from the brook, in memory, 3325 
Or monument to ages, and thereoen 5 

Offer ſweet · ſmelling gums and fruits and flowers: 

In yonder nether world where ſnhall I ſeek | 

His bright appearances, or footſtep trace? 

For though I fled him angry; yet recall d 330 
To life prolongꝰd and promis d race, I noõ-w f 
Gladly behold though but his utmoſt ſkirts 

Of glory, and far off his ſteps adore. W003" 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
Adam, thou know ſt Heav'n his, and all the Earth, 
Not this rock only; his omnipreſente is 336 
Land, ſea, and air, and every kind that hves, 
Fomented by his virtual Pow N und warmd: 
All th' Earth he gave thee to poſſeſs and rule, 
No deſpicable gift; ſurmiſe not then alias n 1340 
His preſence to theſe — ͤg— t 
Of Paradiſe or Eden: this had been f 
Perhaps thy capital ſeat, from whence ass 
All generations, and had hither tome: 
From all the ends of th* Earth; to celebrate A 345 
And reverence thee their great Progemjtor. 
But this przeminence thouꝰ haſt loſt, brought down 
To dwell on even ground no. with thy wn: 
Yet doubt not but in valley and in pla m 
God is as here, and willibe found alke 330 
Preſent, and of his preſence many a ſign 
Still following thee, ſtill compaſſing thee round 


The he! 


Stretch 


359 
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With gaodneſs and · puternal love; histfabe 
Expreſs, ud of his ſteps the track-divine- 
Which that thou may ſt believe, and be/confirm'd 
Ere,thourfxdmihenecdepart; know I am ent 2 
Fo hhowhthte-what hall come in future days 
To thee and to thy oſſapring; good with bad 
Expect toſhear þlujtrbal-Grace contending 
With ſinfulneſs of men z thereby to lan 360 
True patignee; and ti temper joy with ftr 
And pious ſorrom i equally inut da 
By moderation either tate to bear, 
Proſperous or adverſe : ſo ſhalt thou lead 
Safeſt thy life, andbbhoſt prepur d end ure 365 
Thy mortal paſſageuen it comes. Arend 
This hill; let Eve {for-Litiave dreweh'd her eyes) 
Here ſleeprbelow; hi let hiqu to fureſighit N t; 
As once thou flaptſt ile Me to iſe was form d. 
To whom thus Adam gratefully rep d. _— 
Aſcend, I follow thee; ff Guide, ithe path, 
Thou leadꝰ ſt genesen cen. 
However chaſt' nig. to the evil turn 0 
My obvious heeaſt, arming —— 
By been. Ati. 175 
If ſo I may attains So both hſcenl et 
In the viſtons of God: It was a hill a 0s 0 
Of Paradiſe the higheſt, from hoſe top ENS 
The hemiſphere of Earth in ltareſt k «s 
dtreteh'd out to th' ampleſt reach of agen — "RR 
An 
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Not high'er that hill not ider dooking bend 


Whereon far different cauſe the Temper ſet e2191qz 
Our ſecond Adam in the wilderneſs, 164) 1 
To ſhew him all Earth's kingdoms andetheir glory. 
His eye might there command! wherever ſtdsd 385 
City of ald or modern fame, th ſeat: of bns 5: 1 
Of mightieſt empire, from thb deſtinid ws: 5; - 
f Cambaluzrfeat of Cathaian; Can, to enfin 
And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir throne:: 
To Paquin of Sinæan kings, and thence . 390 
To Agra and Lahar of great Mogul nottarabon 1! 
Down to theigolden Cherſbneſe, or where +0151! | 
The Perſian in Eebatan ſat; or ifincers 1 01 (1, 
In Hiſpahan, un where the Ruſſiam Kfar 
In Moſco, or the Sultan in Bizance, s, 395 
Turcheftan+botuiz-nor could his eye not ken 
Th' empire ef Nous to his utmoſt port 
Arcoco, and the leſs maritim kings ends med, 
Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melindd ! bor » 
And Safala thoiight Ophir, to te reabhm 400 


Of Congo, and Angola fartheſt ſouthꝰ; ee 


Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 


Ihe kingdoms of Almanſor Fer and Sus. 


Marocco and Algiers; and Tremiſ enn; 
On Europe thence, and where Rome was to ſway 405 
The world: in qpi'rit perhaps. he alſo faw 511251 


Rich Mexico the ſcut of Manterum e, 


130 


Aud Cuſco in Peruj the richer ſealt 
1 
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405 
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Of Atabalipa, and yet unſpoil d „n 11 
Guiana, ————— peg 10 8 470 
Call EI Dorado: but to nobler fights 1% cbr ome 
Michael from Adam's eyes thefilm/removid; 
Which that falſe Fruit that promis rcon rer ſighit 


The viſual nerve: dt he had · much to ſesg e ο 475 


And from the tell of Lid three drops in ſtill d- 
do deep the power af tlieſe ingredients piere ii, 
E'en to thilinmoſt ſdat af mental igt 1554 2=cl 1 
That Adam now enforeid toleloſ his yes, 
Sunk down and all his fpivits become dntranc d; 
But hini the gentle atipet by the hand 421. 
Soon raĩs d, ant his attention thus recallddwꝓ. 
Adam, now ope thin eyes, and firſt behold: 7 
'Th' effects which thy original crime hath wrought ' 
In ſame to ſpting from thee, who'never"fonch'd 42; 


Th' excepted Free, nor with the ſhake ere ay 


Nor ſinn'd/thiy:fin; yet from that ſin derive- 
Corruption toi bring forth more violent al. 1 

His eyes hel open d, and beheld a field, 6 
Part arable and tilth, whereon nas: : d 480 
New reap'd, the cther part ſheep· walks and rae | 
th midſt an altar at the land- mark ftodd 7 +7 
Ruſtic, of graſſy ſordi thither anon 
A ſweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firſt fruits, the green ear, and the yellow ſheaf, 435 
Vncull'd, as came to hand; a ſhepherd net 
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More meek came witli the firſtlings of his flock / 

Chaiceſt and beſt: then / ſaeriſeing laid | 
The inwards and their fut, with inten(& ftrow'd; | , 
On the cleft-wondgand albdne rites perform d. 440 
His pſſering fobnipaopitiqus:fire from Leun 


Conſumld with nimble glance, and grateful ſteam; 


The otherꝰs mot, or his Nas nut inicere +: : 
Wherekflhe in lyſtag d, and as they tali d. 


Smote Him into the mide with m ſtane 445 


That beat out lift lie fell andꝭ ani y pale 


Groanꝰ d out his dquub with guſhing hlooc eu d. 
Much izbthbat:fightowas Adam au his heart: 
Diſmay'd, and thus n aſte to th angeb cry d. 

O Teacheti ſome great emiſetief hath: befuhn 450 


To that nde n {who wel bhinſt fupvl ic dd; 
Is piłty thus ani pure devotion paid)? 

hs —— V een 
Theſeitum ate brethren; Adam and ta chmee 


Out of thy loins tb mjuſt the quſt hath ae, 455 


For envy*thab hig/brother's offering found 

From Heav'uizcoeptances/ tartithe bloody fact 

Will be avengid, and th' other's faith approv'd 

Loſe no reward tho here thou fee him die, 

Rolling in iduſt and gore. TO uch bur Sire. 460 
Alas, both for the dert and fdrithe cauſe 

But have I nownſeen'death'? is thiwtheaway | 

I muſt return to native duſt ? O fight +: | 

Of terror, fosl and ugly to behold, 


5 
I. 
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Horrid to think, how horrible to feel 465 
| To whom thus Michatl. Death thou haſt ſeen 
In his firſt ſhape on man; but many ſhapes -- 
4 of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
f To his grim eavo; all diſmal; yet to ſenſe 
More terrible at thi entranee than within. 470 
Some, as thou faw'ſt, by violent ſtroke ſhall ae, | 
By fre, flood, famin, by intemp'runee mote 
8 In meats and drinks, which on the Earth Niall mm 
0 Diſeaſes dire, of which a monſtrous ere Dae 
Before thee ſhall appear; that enn. 475 
What miſery th' inabſtinence of Eve 9 
Ml Shall bring on men. — ae: 
o Ml Before his eyes appeaf d, fad, noiſome, all. ; 
A lazar-houſe it ſeem'd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diſeas d, all maladies 480 
Of ghaſtly ſpaſm} &'rackiag torture, m * 
| of heart-ſick agoriy; all fererous kinds, . 
58 Convulſions, epilopſies, fierce oaturhe, We 
Inteſtin ſtone and ulcerꝝ eolle pang ,, 
Demoniac phrenzy, — AE "—_— 
And moon-ſtruek madneſs, pining atrophy, 
f Maraſmus, and wide-waſting peſtilence, - 
460 Dropſiesy and aſthmias, and joint-racking 4 
| Dire was the toſſing; deep the groans; Deſpair - | | 
Tended the ſick buſieſt rom coueh to — * 
And over them triumphant Death his dart al 
Shook, but delay d to ſtrike, tliough oft med 5401 
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With vows, as their chief good; and final hope. 
Sight ſo deform what heart of rock wwuld long 
Dry-ey'd behold 2, Adam could not, but wept, 495 
Though not, of voman, born ; co pαſſion quell d 
His beſt of many and gave him, up:to tears 
A ſpace, till rmer thoughts reſtrain d exceſs: 
And ſcarq; xzecovexing words his plaint renew: d. - 
O miſezahle Mankind, te what fal! 500 
Degraded, to Nhat axetched . ſtate raſetv d! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus ſyreſted. rom us) rather; ute 
Obtruded on us thus > ho if we knew 719i: 
What we receive, would: either not aceeyt 385 
Life offer, or ſaonibeg — #1 05 
Glad to beſſp dliſmiſs d in eaten thus 
'Fh\. image of God ãn man create ande 
So goodly,aud.cret,thoughtfaulty ſſt e. 
To ſuch unſightiy ſuſſerings be debas dd! $10 
Under inhumaꝶ eins? Why ſhould not man, 
Retaining ſtill divine ſimilitdde „ Dag ud nt 
In part, from ſuch deformities he fre. 
And for his Makers image ſake em -- o 1 
Their Maker's mage, anſwer d Michael, chat 55 
Forſook them, when themſelyes they: vilify.d-.. 
To ſertedmgvern d eppebite, and 
His image ham theyoſeride albrutiſu vice, 
Inductive maiply toi the ſin of α ? ,ẽt ne © 
Thergſote i abjett is thejt puniſnent. 82 
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Disfiguring not God's likeneſs, but their oun, 
Or if his likeneſs; by themſelves defue d / 
5 While they pervert pure Nature's healthfal rules 
ro loathſome ſickneſs, worthily fince-they- | 
God's image did not reverencs in 1 12 5 
yield it quſt, aid Adam nne 
gut is there yet no other way beſides 
29 Theſe painful paſſages; hom e 1 | 
| To death; and mix with our connatural.duſt? 
There ls; ſaĩd Michael, if thou well obſerve 330 
The rule of not too much by Temp'ranee taught, 
| In what thou cat ſt and drink 'R; ſeeking from thence” 
Jo Due nouriſhment, not gfuttonous — 
2 Till many years over thy head return? 
F do may*(t'thow live; till Hke ripe fruit thou drop 535 
Into thy mother's lap; or be with caſe 
Gather'd; not havihly plack'd; for death mature: 
This is old ages but then thou muſt vutlive 
Thy youth, thy ſtrength ;thybauty,which will change 
To wither' d, weak, and gruy f thy ſenſes then 540 
Obtuſeſ all taſte-of ploaſure muſt forego, 
To what thou haft; und for the ul Gf youth; 
Hopeful and cheerful, im thy blood! will ren 
A melaumchohidamp of cold dif Aryl“ - 


$510 


"$15 


be balm of life, Te hee cur? Aheeſtsr, =" 
\- I Heicefdrtto fly not deaths, nor -wortld' dedtei's 958 
52 iſe much bent rather How: I may b&Qpiti? 


To weigh thy ſpirlts down and luſt conſiriig, SA 
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Faireſt and eaſieſt of this-cumbrous charge, 
Which I muſt keep till my appointed day 550 
Of rendring up, and patiently. attend yer wal 9 
My diſſolution. Michabl reply cd. zarten 
Nor love thy life, nor hate; — thow i 
Live well, how long or ſhort permit to Heavn: 
And now prepare thee for another ſight. 5355 
He look d, and ſa a ſpacious plain, whereon. . 
Were tents of various hue; by ſome were herds 
Of cattel grazing; others, whence the ſound -:- 
Of inſtruments that made melodious chimne 
Was heard, of harp and organ; and who mov'd 500 
Their ſtops and chords was ſeen; his volant touch 
Inſtinct through all proportions low and hing 
Fled and purſu'd tranſverſe the reſonant fugue. 
In other part ſtood one who at the forge 
Lab' ring, two maſſy elods of ir on and braſs 565 
Had melted, (whether found where caſual fire 
Had waſted woods on mountain or in vale, 
Down to the veins of earth, thence gliding hot 
To ſome cave's,mouth; or whether waſh'd by. ſtream 
From underground) the liquid ore he drain d 570 
Into fit mold prepat d from which he formd 
Firſt his own tools then, hat might elſa be wrought 
Fuſil or grav 'n in metal. After theſe ri 
But on the hither ide, a diſſerent ſort: 
From the high neighh xing hills, which vas their ſeat, 
Down to the plain deſcended”: by their guiſe 376 
2 
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Juſt men they ſcem'd, and all their ſludy bent 
To worſhip God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor thoſe things laſt which — — 
Freedom and peace to men: they on the plain 
Long had not walk d, when from the tents an 
A bevy of fair women, richly gay 
In gems and wanton dreſs ; to th' harp they ſung 
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on: 
The men though grave, ey d them, and let their eyes 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous net 586 
Faſt caught, they lik d, and each his liking choſe; 
And now of love they treat, till th' ev ning ſtar, 
Love's harbinger, appear d; then all in heat 
They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 590 
Hymen, then firſt to marriage rites invok'd : 
With feaſt and mulic all the teats refound. 
Such happy interview and fair cvent | 
Of love and youth not loſt, ſongs, garlands, flowers, 
And charming ſymphonies attach'd the heart 595 
Of Adain, ſoon inclin'd to? admit delight, 
The bent of Nature; which he thus expreſs d. 
True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleſt, 
Much better ſeems this viſion, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends than thoſe two paſt; 600 
Thoſe were of hate and death, or pain much worſe, | 
Here Nature ſeems fulfill d in all her ends. 
To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is beſt 
By pleaſure, though to Nature ſeeming meet, 
Volume II. R 
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| Treated, as thou art, to nobler end 6og 
Holy and pure, conformity divine. 

'Fhoſe tents thou faw'ſt ſo pheaſant, were the tents 
Of Wickednefs, wherein ſhall dwell his race 

Who ſlew his brother; ſtudious they appear 

Of arts that poliſh life, inventors rare, 619 
Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledg'd none. 
Yet they a beautcons offspring ſhall beget ; 

For that fair female troop thou ſaw'ſt, that ſeem'd 
Of goddeſſes, fo blithe, fo ſmooth, ſo gay, 615 
Yet empty of all good, wherein conſiſts 

Woman's domeſtic honor and chief praiſe z 

Bred only and completed to the taſte - 

Of luſtful appetence, to ſing, to dafice, 

To dreſs, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye. 620 
To theſe that ſober race of men, whoſe lives 
Religious titled them the ſons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the ſmiles 

Of theſe fair atheifts, and now ſwim in joy, 625 
Erelong to ſwim at large; and laugh, for which 
The world erelong a world of tears muſt weep. 

To whom thus Adam of ſhort joy bereft. 

O pity' and ſhame, that they who to live well 
Enter'd fo fair, ſhould turn aſide to tread -- 630 
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint! 

But ſtill I ſee the tenor of man's woe 
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Holds on the ſame, from woman to begin. 

From man's eſſeminate flackneis it begins, 
Said th* angel, who ſhould better hold his place 635 
By wiſdom and ſuperior giſts receiv'd. © 
But now prepare thee for another ſcene. - 

He look d, and ſaw wide territory ſpread - 
Before him, towns, and rural werks between, . 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers, 640 
Concourſe in arms, Gerce faces threat*ning war, 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold empriſe; 
3 RI ng Rnd, 
Single or ia array of battel rang 
Both horſe and foot, nor idly muſt ring ftoad ; 64s 
One way a band ſelect from ſorage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine 
From a fat meadow ground; or fleecy flock, 
Ewes and their bleating lambs over the plain, 
Their booty; ſcarce with life the ſhepherds fly, 650 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray; ' 
With cruel torneament the ſquadrous join; 
Where cattel paſtur d late, now ſcatter d lics 
* | 
Deferted : others to a city ſtrong 655 
Lay ſiege, incamp'd; by battery, ſcale, and mine, 
Aſſaulting; others from the wall defend Par 
With eee fires 
On each hand laughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the ſcepter'd heralds cal! _ 
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To council in the city gates: anon | 
Grey-headed men and grave, with warriors mix'd, 
Aſſemble, and harangues are —_ but ſoon 

In factious oppoſition, till at laſt 

| | Of middle age one riſing, eminent 665 
1 In wiſe deport, ſpake much of right and wrong, 
5 Of juſtice, of religion, truth and: peace, 

And judgment from above; him old and young 
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Exploded and had ſeis'd with violent hands, Def 
Ilad not a cloud deſcending ſuatch'd him thence 670 Thy 
Unſeen amid the throng : ſo violenee Ag 
Proceeded, and oppreſſion, and ſword-law - But 
Through all the plain, and refuge none was found. The 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide And 
Lamenting turn 'd full ſad: O what are theſe, 675 Wit] 
Death's miniſters, not men, — 1 —_ Aud 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply: / To j 
Ten thouſandfold the an of kim ho li Rapt 
His brother i for of whom ſuch maſſacre: Did, 
Make they but of their brethren, men of men? 680 High 
But who was that juſt man, whony had not Heav'n Exer 
Reſcued, had in his righteouſne&'been loſt? Aw 
To whom thus Michael. Theſe are the product Whic 
Of thoſe ill mated marriages thou ſaw'ſt; . He 
Where good with bad were match d, ho of themſelves WH Th. 
Abhor to join and by imr!,ẽñͤ ce mix d, 686 All n 
Produce prodigious births of body or mind. | To lp 
Such were theſe giants, men of;high'retowns — - Marr 
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For in thoſe days Might only ſhall be admir- d. 
, And Valor and heroic Virtue call'd;; - 690 

To overcome in battel, and ſubdue thirty 


Nations, and bring home ſpoils with infinite 
565 Man- ſlaughter, ſhall be held the higheſt pitch 
| Of human glory, and for glory done . 
Of triumph, to be ſtil d great Conquerors, 658 
Patrons of Mankind, Gods, and ſons of Gods, 
Deſtroyers rightlier call'd and Plagues of men. 
670 Thus fame {hall be pchicv'd, renown on Earth, 
And what moſt merits fame in ſilence hid. 
But he the ſey'nth from thee, whom thou beheldſt 
d. The only righteons in a world perverſe, 701 
And therefore hated, therefore ſo beſet 
675 WM With foes for daring ſingle to be juſt, 
N And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his ſaints ; him the Moſt High 
Rapt in a balmy eloud, with winged ſteeds 706 
| Did, as thou ſaw'ſt, receive, to walk with God 
680 High in falvation and the climes of bliſs, . 
* Exempt from death; to ſhow thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the reſt what puniſhment; 710 


Qt Which now direct thine eyes and foon behold. 
 Helook'd, and ſaw the face of things quite chang d; 
elves BY The brazen throat of War had ceas'd to roar; 


All now was turn'd to jollity and game, 

To luxury and riot, feaſt and dance, 715 
Marrying or proſtituting, as befel, 

R ij 
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From under Heav'n ; the hills to their ſupply 740 


198 PARADISE Los r. Book XI. 

Rape or adultery, where paſſing fair Ne 
Allur'd them; thente from cups to civil broils. Ur 
At length a reverend fire among them came, Ro 
And of their doinigs great diflike declar d 729 Fle 


And teſtify'd againſt their ways; he oft 
Frequented their aſſemblies; whereſo met, 
Triumphs or feſtivals, and to them preach'd 
Converſion and repentance, as to/ſouls | 
In priſon under judgments imminent: 723 
But all in vain: which when he ſaw, he ceas d 
Contending, and remov'd his tents far off; 

Then from the mountain hewing timber tall, 

Began to build a veſſel of huge bulk, 

Meaſur d by cubit, length, and breadth, and highth, 
Smear'd round with piteh, and in the ſide a door 731 
Contriv'd, and of proviſions laid in large 

For man and beaſt: when lo a wonder ſtrange! 

Of every beaſt, and bird, and inſect (mall 

Came ſev'ns, and pairs, and enter'd in, as taught 735 
Their order: laſt the fire; and his three ſons 

With their four wives; and God made faſt the door. 
Meanwhile the fouth-wind roſe, and with black wings 
Wide hovering, all the clands together drove 


Vapor, and exhalation duſk and moiſt, 

Sent up amain; and now the thicken'd ſky 
Like a dark cieling ſtood; down ruſh'd'the rain 
Impetuous, and continued till the Earth 
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No more was ſeen; the floting veſſel foum 745 
Uplifted, and ſecure with beaked prow © | 
Rode tilting o'er the waves; all dwellings elſe 
Flood overwhelm'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll'd; ſea cover'd fea, 
Sea without ſhore; and in their palaces #950 
Where Luxury late reign'd, ſea-moniſters whelp'd 
And ſtabled; of mankind, ſo numervus late, 
All left, in one ſmall bottom ſwam imbark'd. 
How didſt thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offspring, end fo fad, 755 
Depopulation ? thee another flood, 
Of tears and ſorrow a flood thee alſo drown'd, 
And ſunk thee as thy ſons; till gently rear'd 
By th' angel, on thy feet thou ſtood' ſt at laſt, 
Though comfortleſs, as when a father mourns 760 
His children, all in view deſtroy'd at once; 
And ſcarce to th angel utter'dſt thus thy plaint. 

© Vifions Ill foreſeen ! better had 1 
Liv'd ignorant of future, fo had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 765 
Enough to bear; thoſe now, that were diſpens'd 
The burd'n of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being, 
With thought that they muſt be. Let no man ſeek 
Heneeforth to be foretold what ſhall befal 771 
Him or his children; evil he may be ſure, 
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Which neither his foreknowing can prevent, 

And he the future evil ſhall no-leſs - 

In apprehenſion than in ſubſtance feel 715 


Grievous to bear: but that care now is paſt, 
Man is not whom to warn: thoſe few . 
Famin and anguiſh will at laſt conſume! _ 
Wand'ring that watry deſert ; I had hope 
When violence was ceas d, and war on Earth, 780 
All would have then gone well, peace wauld have 
With length of happy days the race of man; -[crawn'd 
But I was far deceiv d; for now I ſee | 
Peace to corrupt no leſs than war to waſte, _ 
How cames it thus ? unfold celeſtial Guide, 785 
And whether here the race of man will end. 

To whom thus Michael. Thoſe whom laſt thou ſaw ' ſt 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
Firſt ſeen in acts of proweſs eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue void; 799 
Who having ſpilt much blogd, and done much waſte 
Subduing nations, and achiev'd thereby BAS. 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey, 
Shall change their courſe to pleaſure, eaſe, and ſloth, 
Surfeit, and luſt, till wantonneſs and pride 795 
Raiſe out af friendſhip hoſtile deeds in peace. 
The conquer'd alſo, and inſlav d by war 
Shall with their freedom loſt all virtue loſe | 
And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd 
In ſharp conteſt of battel found no aid 809 
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Againſt invaders; therefore cool'd in zeal 
'Thenceforth ſhall practice how to live ſecure, 
Worldly or diſſolute, on what their lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy; for th* Earth ſhall bear 
More than enough, that temp'rance may be try'd: 
80 all ſhall turn degenerate, all deprav'd, $06 
Juſtice and temp'rance, truth and faith forgot; 

One man except, the only ſon of Light 

In a dark age, againſt example good, 

Againſt allurement, cuſtom, and a world 819 
Offended ; fearlefs of reproach and ſcorn, 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admoniſh, and before them ſet 

The paths of righteouſneſs, how much more ſafe, 
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come, 879 
On their impenitence; and ſhall return 

Of them derided, but of God obſerv'd 

The one juſt man alive; by his command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheldſt, 

To ſave himſelf and houſhold from amiaſt 3820 
A world devote to univerſal wrack. 

No ſooner he with them of man and beaſt 

Select for life ſhall in the ark be lodg'd, 

And ſhelter*d round, but all the cataracts 

Of Heav'n ſet open on the Earth ſhall poor 82g 
Rain day and night; all fountains of the deep 

Broke up, ſhall heave the ocean to uſurp 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation riſe 
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Above the higheſt hills: then ſhall this mount 

Of Paradiſe by might of waves be mov d 830 
Out of his place, puſh'd by the horned Flood, 

With all his verdure ſpoil'd, and trees adrift, 

Down the great riyer to the opening gulf, 

And there take root an iland ſalt and bare, | 
The haunt of ſeals, and orcs, and ſea-mews clang t 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 836 
No ſanctity, if none de thither brought | 

By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 

And now what further ſhall enſue, behold. 

He look'd, and ſaw the ark hull on the flood, 840 
Which now abated; for the clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen north-wind, that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the face of Deluge, as decay'd; 

And the clear ſun on his wide watry glaſs 

Gaz'd hot, and of the freſh wave largely drew, 845 
As after thirſt, which made their flowing ſhrink 
From ſtanding lake to tripping. ebb, that ſtole | 
With ſoft foot tow'ards the Deep; who now had ſtopt 
His fluces, as the Heav'n his windows ſhut. 

The ark ng more now flotes, but ſeems on ground 
Faſt on the top of ſome high mountain fix'd, 851 
And now the tops of hills as rocks appear; f 
With clamor thence the rapid currents drive | 
Tow'ards the retreating ſea their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, 355 
And after him, the ſyrer meſſenger, , 
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A dove ſent forth once and again to ſpy 


Green tree or groutmd where on his foot may light; 
The ſecond time returning, in his bill 
An olive leaf he brings, pacific fign : 860 
Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient fire defcends with all his train; 
Then with uplifted hands, arid eyes devout, 
Graveful to Heav'n, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow d $65 
Conſpicuous with three liſted colors gay, 
Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam erſt fo fad 
Greatly rejoĩc'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou who future things catiſt repreſent 870 
As preſent, heav'nly Inſtructor, I revive 
At this laſt ſight, aſſur'd that man ſhall live 
With all the creatures, and their ſeed preſerve. 
Far leſs I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked ſons deſtroy'd, than I rejoice $75 
For one man found ſo perfect and ſo juſt, 
That God vouchſafes to raiſe another world 


From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But ſay, what mean thoſe color'd ſtreaks in Heav'n 
Diſtended as the brow of God appeas'd, 880 


Or ſerve they as a flow ry verge to bind 
The fluid ſkirts of that ſame watry cloud, 
Leſt it again diſſolve and ſhow'r the Earth? 
To whom th' arch- angel. Dext'rouſly thou aim'ſt; 
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So willingly doth God remit his ire, 885 
Though late repenting him of man deprav'd, 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he ſaw 
The whole Earth fill'd with violence, and all fleſh 
Corrupting each their way; yet thoſe remov'd, 

Such grace ſhall one juſt man find in his ſight, 890 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, 

And makes a covenant never to deſtroy 

The Earth again by flood, nor let the ſea 

Surpaſs his bounds, nor rain to drown the world 
With man therein or beaſt ; but when he brings 895 
Over the Earth à cloud, will therein ſet 

His triple-color'd bow, whereon to look, 


And call to mind his covenant; Day and Night, 


Seed-time and Harveſt, Heat and hoary Froſt 899 
Shall hold their courſe, till fire purge all things new, 
Both Heav'n and Earth wherein the juſt ſhall dwell, 


The End of the Eleventh Book, 
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The Argument. 


The angel Michael continues from the Flood to relate what ſhall ſuc- 
ceed ; then, in the mention of Abraham, comes by degrees to explain, 
who that Seed of the Woman ſhall be, which was promiſed Adam 
and Eve in the fall ; his incarnation, death, reſurrection, and aſ- 
cenſwn ; the ſtate of the Church till his ſecond coming» Adam 
greatly ſatisfied and recomforted by theſe relations and promiſes 
deſcends rhe hill with Michael; wakens Eve, who all this while 
had ſlept, but with gentle dreams compos'd to quietneſs of mind 
and ſubmiſſion. Michael in either hand leads them out of Paradiſe, 
the fiery ſword waving behind them, and the cherubim taking their 
ſtations to guard the place, ; 


As one who in his journey bates at noon, 

Though bent on ſpeed; fo here th arch-angel paus'd 

Betwixt the world deſtroy'd and world reſtor'd, 

If Adam ought perhaps might interpoſe; 

Then with tranſition ſweet new ſpeech reſumes. 5 
Thus thou haſt ſeen one world begin and end; 

And man as from a ſecond ſtock proceed. 

Much thou haſt yet to ſee, but I perceive 

Thy mortal ſight to fail; objects divine 

luſt needs impair and weary human ſenſe: 10 

lenceforth what is to come I will relate, | 

Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

This ſecond ſource of men, while yet but few, 

And while the dread of judgment paſt remains 

Freſh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 13 
Volume II. PID 8 
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With ſome regard to what is juſt and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace, 
Lab'ring the ſoil, and reaping plenteous crop, 
Corn wine and oil; and from the herd or flock, 
Oft ſacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 20 
With large wine-offerings pour d, and facred feaſt 
Shall ſpend their days in joy unblam'd, and dwell 
Long time in peace by families and tribes 
Under paternal rule; till one ſhall riſe 
Of proud ambitious heart, who not content 25 
With fair equality, fraternal ſtate, 
Will arrogate dominion undeſerv'd 
Over his brethren, and quite diſpoſſeſs 
Concord and law of Nature from the Earth, 
Hunting (and men not beaſts ſhall be his game) 30 
With war and hoſtile ſnare ſuch as refuſe 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 
A mighty Hunter thence he ſhall be ſtil'd 
Before the Lord, as in deſpite of Heav'n, 
Or from Heav'n claming ſecond fovranty ; 35 
And from rebellion ſhall derive his name, 
Though of rebellion others he accuſe. 
He with a crew, whom like ambltion joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize, 
Marching from Eden tow'ards the Welt, ſhall find 40 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell; 
Of brick, and of that ſtuff they caſt to build 
1 
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A city* and tower, whoſe top may reach to Heav'n; 
And get themſelves a name, leſt far diſpers d 45 
In foreign lands their memory be loſt, 
Regardleſs whether good or evil fame. 
20 But God who oft deſcends to viſit men 
t Unſeen, and through their habitations walks 
ll To mark their doings, them beholditig ſoon, 60 
Comes down to ſee their city, ere the tower | 
Obſtruct Heav'n-tow'rs, and in derifion ſets 
25 Upon their tongues a various ſpi'rit to raſe 
Quite out their native language, and inſtead 
To ſow a jangling noiſe of words unknown: 55 
Forthwith a hideous gabble riſes loud — 
Among the builders; each to other calls 
39 Not underſtood, till hoarſe, and all in rage, 
As mock'd they ſtorm; great laughter was in Heav'n 
And looking down, to ſee the hubbub ſtrange 60 
And hear the din; thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confuſion nam'd. 
Whereto thus Adam fatherly pag weed 
O execrable ſon ſo to aſpire , 
Above his brethren, to himſelf aſſuming - 69 
Authority uſurp'd, from God not given: 7 
He gave us only over beaſt, fiſh, fowl, 
d 40 Dominion abſolute; that right we hold 
By his donation; but man over men k 
Il; He made not lord; ſuch title to himſelf 29 
Reſerving, human left from human fre. 
Sj 
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But this uſurper his encroachment proud Dex 

Stays not on man; to God his tower intends The 

Siege and defiance: wretched man! what food Of! 

Will he convey up thither to ſuſtain 2 Dor 

Himſelf and his raſh army, where thin air Sert 

Above the clouds will pine his entrails groſs, Thu 

And famiſn him of breath, if not of bread ? Still 

| To whom thus Michael, Juſtly thou abhorr'(t Wea 
Ps That ſon, who on the quiet ſtate of men 8 His 
11 Such trouble brought, aſſecting to ſubdue His 
. Rational liberty; yet know withal, | To! 
101 Since thy original lapſe, true Libertx And 
0 Is loſt, which always with right Reaſon dwells Fron 
*+ Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being: 85 A n: 
[5:0 Reaſon in man ohſcur'd, or not obey'd, Him 

| | | Immediately jnordinate deſires Bred 
1 And upſtart paſſions catch the government (Can 
% | f 7 From Reaſon, and to ſervitude reduce Whil 
WA. Man till then free. Therefore ſince he permits 90 As t. 
MH Within himſelf unworthy powers to reign | To u 
"off | 8. Over free Reaſon, God in judgment juſt For x 
„ gubjects him from without to violent lords; To c: 
1 Who oft as undeſervedly inthral n gti His k 
| k 1 ' His outward freedom: tyranny muſt be, 95 Whic 
We Though to the/tyrant thereby no excuſe, - A mi 
j 1 Yet ſometimes nations will decline ſo low. . His b 
it $ | From virtue, which is reaſon, that no wrong, All n 
„ But juſtice, and ſome fatal curſe annex d Not k 


— 


„ — _ 

” = t- - Ip 
© = 

— = — 


IL, Bock XII. PARADISE LOST 209 
Deprives them of their outward liberty, 100 
Their inward loſt : witneſs th' irreverent ſon { 
Of him who built the ark, who for the ſhame 
75 Done to his father, heard this heavy curſe, 
Servant of ſervants, on his vicious race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former world, 105 
Still tend from bad to worſe, till God at laſt { 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
80 His preſence from among them, and avert 
His holy eyes; reſolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own related ways; * ©" 8s 
And one peculiar nation to ſelect 
From all the reſt, of whom to be invok'd, 
A nation from one faithful man to ſpring : 
Him on this ſide Euphrates yet reſiding, 
Bred up in idol-worſhip; O that men 115 
(Canſt thou believe ?) ſhould be ſo ſtupid grown, 
While yet the Patriarch liv'd, who ſeap'd the flood, 
90 As to forſake the living God, and fall 
To worſhip their own work in wood and ſtone 
For gods! yet him God the Moſt High vouchſafes 
To call by viſion from his father's houſe, - 121 
His kindred and falſe gods, into a land ; 
95 WM Which he will ſhew him, and from him will raiſe 
A mighty nation, and upon him ſhower 
His benediction fo, that in his ſeed | 125 
All nations ſhall be bleſt; he ſtrait obeys, 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes : 
S iy 
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Lſee him, but thou canſt not, with what faith 

He leaves his gods, his friends, and native ſoil 

Ur of Chaldea, paſſing now the ford -' 130 
To Haran, after him a cumbrous train - 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous ſervitude; 

Not wand'ring poor; but truſting all his'wealth 


With God,'who-call'd him, in a land unknown. 


Canaan he now attains; I ſee his tente 1335 
Pitch'd about Sechem;-and the neighb'ring plain 
Of Moreh ; there by promiſe he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land. 

From Hamath northward to the deſert South, 
(Things by their-names I call, though yet unnam'd) 
From Hermon eaſt to the great weſtern ſea 141 
Mount Hermon, yonder ſea; each place behold 

In proſpect, as I point them; on the ſhore 

Mount Carmel; here the double-founted ſtream 
Jordan, true limit eaſtward; but his ſons 145 
Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the Earth 

Shall in his ſeed be bleſſed; by that ſeed 


Is meant thy great Deliverer, who ſhall bruiſe 


The ſerpent's head; whereof to thee anon 150 
Plainlier ſhall be reveal'd. This patriarch bleſt, 
Whom faithful Abraham due time ſhall call, 

A ſon, and of his fon a grand-child leaves, 

Like him in faith, in wiſdom, and renown; 

The grand-child with twelve ſons increas'd departs 
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From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 156 
Egypt, divided by the river Nile; | 

See where it flows, diſgorging at ſev'n mouths. 
Into the ſea : to ſojourn in that land | 

He comes invited by a younger fon | - 18560 
In time of dearth, a fon whoſe worthy deeds 

Raiſe him to be the ſecond in that realm 

Of Pharaoh: there he dies, and leaves his race 
Growing into a nation, and now grown | 
Suſpected to a ſequent. king, who ſeeks. 165 
To ſtop their overgrowth, as inmate gueſts 

Too numerous; whence of gueſts he makes them ſlaves 
Inhoſpitably', and kills their infant males: 

Till by two brethren (thoſe two brethren call 
Moſes and Aaron) ſent from God to clame 170 
His people from inthralment, they return 

With glory and ſpoil back to their promis'd land- 
But firſt the lawleſs tyrant, who denies 

To know their God, or meſſage to regard, 

Muſt be compell'd by ſigns and judgments dire; 175 
To blood unſhed the rivers muſt be turn'd; 

Frogs, lice, and flies maſt all his palace fill 

With loath'd intruſion, and fill all the land; 

His cattel muſt of rot and murren die; -_. 

Botches and blains muſt all his fleſh imboſs, 180 
And all his people; thunder mix'd with hail, 

Hail mix'd with fire muſt rend th' Egyptian ſky, 
And wheel on th' Earth, devouring where it rolls; 
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What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 

A darkſome cloud of locuſts ſwarming down 185 
Muſt eat, and on the ground leave nothing green; 
Darkneſs muſt overſhadow all his bounds, | 
Palpable darkneſs, and blot out three days; 

Laſt with one midnight ſtroke all the firſt- born 

Of Egypt muſt lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 190 
The river-dragon tam'd at length ſubmits 

To let his ſojourners depart, and oft 

Humbles his ſtubborn heart, but Mill as ice 

More harden'd after thaw, till in his rage | 
Purſuing whom he late diſmiſs'd, the ſea 195 
Swallows him with his hoſt, but them lets paſs 

As on dry land between two cryſtal walls, 

Aw'd by the rod of Moſes ſo to ſtand 

Divided, till his reſcued gain their ſhore : 

Such wondrous power God to his faint will lend, 200 
Though preſent in his angel, who ſhall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pill'ar of fire, 

By day a cloud, by night a pilPar of fire, 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while th* obdurate king purſues: 203 
All night he will purſue, but his approach 

Darkneſs defends between till morning watch ; 
Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud 

God looking forth will trouble all his hoſt, - 

And craze their chariot wheels : when by command 
Moſes once more his potent rod extends 211 
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Over the ſea; the ſea his rod obeys; 

On their imbattel'd ranks the waves return, 

And overwhelm their war: the race ele&t - 

Safe towards Canaan from the ſhore advance 215 
Through the wild deſert, not the readieſt way, 

Leſt entering on the Canaanite alarm'd 

War terrify them inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, chuſing rather 
Inglorious life with ſervitude; for life 220 
To noble and ignoble is more ſweet 

Untrain'd in arms, where Raſhneſs leads not on. 
This alſo ſhall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderneſs, there they ſhall found 

Their government, and their great ſenate chuſe 225 
Through the twelve Tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd : 
God from the mount of Sinai, whoſe gray top 

Shall tremble, he deſcending, will himſelf 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpet's found, 
Ordain them laws; part ſuch as appertain 239 
To civil juſtice, part religious rites FT ö 
Of ſacrifice, informing them, by types 

And ſhadows, of that deſtin'd ſeed to bruiſe 

The ſerpent, by what means he ſhall achieve 
Mankind's deliverance; But the voice of God 235 
To mortal ear is dreadful ; they beſeech - 

That Moſes might report to them his will, 

And terror ceaſe; he grants what they beſought, 
Iuſtructed that to God is no acceſs 


A _ — 
LIT Rd 7 


g 5 — 
— w 22 
* * * — — 
* A * 92 * 
PPP 


214 PARADISE LOST. Book XII. 


Without Mediator, whoſe high office now 240 
Moſes in figure bears, to introduce | 


One greater, of whoſe day he ſhall foretel, 


And all the prophets in their age the times 
Of great Meſſi'ah ſhall ſing. Thus laws and rites 


 Eſtabliſh'd, ſuch delight hath God in men 443 


Obedient to his will, that he vouchſafes 

Among them to ſet up bis tabernacle, 
The Holy One with mortal men to dwell : 

By his preſcript a ſanctuary is fram'd 

Of cedar, overlaid with gold, therein 250 
An ark, and in the ark his teſtimony, 

The records of his covenant, over theſe 

A mercy-ſeat of gold between the wings 

Of two bright cherubim ; before him burn 

Sev'n lamps as in a zodiac repreſenting 255 
The heav'nly ſires; over the tent a cloud 

Shall reſt by day, a fiery gleam by night, 

Save when they journey, and at length they come, 
Conducted by his angel to the land oy 
Promis'd to Abraham and his ſeed : the reſt 260 
Were long to tell, how many battels fought, 

How many kings deſtroy'd, and kingdoms won, 

Or how the ſun ſhall in mid Heav'n ſtand ſtill. 

A day entire, and Night's due courſe adjourn, 
Man's voice commanding, Sun in Glbeon ſtand, 265 
And thou Moon in the vale of Aialon, 

Till Iſrael overcome; fo call the third 
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From Abraham, ſon of Iſaac, and from him 
His whole deſcent, who thus ſhall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos'd. O Sent from Heav'n, £79 
Inlightner of my darkneſs, gracious things 
Thou haſt reveal'd, thoſe chicfly which concern 
Juſt Abraham and his ſeed : now firſt I find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eas'd, 
Erewhile perplex'd with thoughts what would become 
Of me and all mankind; but now I fee 276 
His day, in whom all nations ſhall be bleſt, 

Favor unmerited by me, who ſought 

Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 

This yet I apprehend not, why to thoſe 280 
Among whom God will deign to dwell on Earth 

So many and fo various laws are given; 

So many laws argue ſo many fins 

Among them; how can God with ſuch reſide ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt. not but that Sin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot ; 286 
And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by ſtirring up 
Sin againſt Law to fight : that when they ſee 
Law can diſcover fin, but not remove, 290 
Save by thoſe ſhadowy expiations weak, 

The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious muſt be paid for man, 
Juſt for unjuſt, that in ſuch righteouſneſs 

To them by faith imputed, they may find 295 
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Juſtification towards God, and peace 
Of conſcience, which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appeaſe, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and not performing cannot live. 
So law appears imperfect, and but given 300 
With purpoſe to reſign them in full time 
Up to a better covenant, diſciplin'd 
From ſhadowy types to truth, from fleſh to ſpirit, 
From impoſition of ſtrict laws to free 
Acceptance of large grace, from ſervile fear 305 
To filial, works of law to works of faith. 
And therefore ſhall not Moſes, though of God 
Highly belov'd, being but the miniſter 
Of Law, his people into Canaan lead; 
But Joſhua whom the Gentiles Jeſas call, 310 
His name and office bearing, who ſhall quell 
The adverſary ſerpent, and bring back 
Through the world's wilderneſs long wander'd man 
Safe to eternal paradiſe of reſt. 
Mean while they in their earthly Canaan plac'd 315 
Long time ſhall dwell and proſper, but when ſins 
National interrupt their public peace, 
Provoking God to raiſe them enemies; 
From whom as oft he ſaves them penitent 
By judges firſt, then under kings; of whom 320 
The ſecond, both for piety renown'd 
And puiſſant deeds, a promiſe ſhall receive 
Irrevocable, that his regal throne — 
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For ever ſhall endure; the like ſhall ſing 
All Propheſy, that of the royal ſtock. 325 
Of David (fo I name this king) ſhall riſe 
A ſon, the woman's ſeed to thee foretold, 
20 Foretold to Abraham, as in whom ſhall truſt 
All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings 
The laſt, for of his reign ſhall be no end. 339 
But firſt a long ſucceſſion muſt enſue, 
And his next ſon, for wealth and wiſdom fam'd, 
05 The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 
Wand" ring, ſhall in a glorious temple” inſhrine. 
Such follow him as ſhall be regiſter'd 335 
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer ſcroll, 
Whoſe foul idolatries, and other faults 
10 Heap'd to the popular ſum, will fo incenſe 
God, as to leave them, and expoſe their land, 
Their city*, his temple, and his holy ark 340 
an With all his ſacred things, a ſcorn and prey 
To that proud city, whoſe high walls thou faw'ſt 
15 Left in confuſion, Babylon thence call'd. | 
There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The ſpace of ſev'nty years, then brings them back, 
Remembring mercy, and his.covenant ſworn 346 
To David, ſtabliſh'd as the days of Heav'n. 


20 Return'd from Babylon by leave of kings - 
Their lords, whom God diſpos d, the houſe of God 
They firſt re-edify, and for a while 350 


In mean eſtate live moderate, till grown 
Valume IT. T 
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In wealth and multitude, factious they grow; 

But firſt among the prieſts diſſention ſprings, 

Men who attend the altar, and ſhould moſt 

Endevor peace: their ſtrife pollution brings 355 

Upon the temple itſelf : at laſt they ſeiſe 

The ſcepter, and regard not David's ſons, 

Then loſe it to a ſtranger, that the true 

Anointed king Meſſiah might be born 

Barr'd of his right; yet at his birth a ſtar 360 

Unſeen before in Heav'n proclames him come, 

And guides the eaſtern Sages, who inquire 

His place, to offer incenſe, myrrh, and gold; 

His place of birth a ſolemn angel tells 

To ſimple ſhepherds, keeping watch by night; 365 

They gladly thither haſte, and by a quire 

Of ſquadron'd angels hear his carol ſung. 

A virgin is his mother, but his fire _ 

The power of the Moſt High; he ſhall aſcend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 370 

With Earth's wide bounds, his glory with the Heav'ns. 
He ceas'd, diſcerning Adam with ſuch joy 

Surcharg'd, as had like grief been dew'd in tears, 

Without the vent of words, which theſe he breath'd. 
O Prophet of glad tidings, finiſher 375 

Of utmoſt hope! now clear I underſtand | 

What oft my ſteddieſt thoughts have fearch'd in vain ; 

Why our great expectation ſhould be call'd 

'The Seed of Woman : Virgin Mother, hail, 
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High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my loins 380 
Thou ſhalt proceed, and from thy womb'the Son 
Of God Moſt High; fo God with Man unites. 
Needs muſt the ſerpent now his capital bruiſe 
Expect with mortal pain: ſay where and when 384 
Their fight, what ſtroke ſhall bruiſe the victor's heel. 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their hght, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not therefore joins the $6n 
Manhood to God-head, with more ſtrength t. to foil 
Thy enemy; nor ſo is overcome 390 
Satan, whoſe fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruiſe, 
Diſabled not to give thee thy death's wound: 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, ſhall recure, 
Not by deſtroying Satan, but his works 
In thee and in thy ſeed : nor can this be 395 
But by fulfilling that which thou didſt want, 
Obedience to the law of God, impos d 
On penalty of death, and ſuffering death, 
The penalty to thy tranſgreſſion due, 
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow: 400 
So only can high juſtice reſt appaid. 
The law of God exact he ſhall fulfil 
Both hy obedience-and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law; thy puniſhment - - 
He ſhall endure by coming in the fleſh © 405 
To a reproachful life and curſed death, f 
Proclaming life to all who-ſhall believe 

Ti 
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In his redemption, and that his obedience Ne 
Imputed becomes theirs by faith, his merits 1 
To ſave them, not their own, though legal works. I 
For this he ſhall live hated, be blaſphem d, 411 | *** 
Seis'd on by force, judg'd, and to death condemn'd IL 
A ſhameful and accurs'd, nail'd to the croſs Al 
By bis own nation, ſlain for bringing life; Bar 
But to the croſs he nails thy enemies, 415 ns 
The law that is againſt thee, and the ſins - * 
Of all mankind, with him there crucify'd, ph: 
Never to hurt them more who rightly truſt AE 
In this his fatisfa&tion; ſo he dies, et 
But ſoon revives; Death over him no power 420 Sali 
Shall long uſurp;, ere the third dawning light * 
Return, the ſtars of morn ſhall ſee him riſe So | 
Out of his grave, freſh as the dawning light, Ti 
Thy ranſome paid, which man from death redeems, Wit 
His death for man; as many as offer'd life 425 on 
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace, TM 
By faith not vojd of works: this Godslike act Tha 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou ſhouldſt have dy'd, The 
In fin for ever loſt from life; this act 1 
Shall bruiſe the head of Satan, cruſh his ſtrength, 430 = 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two main arms, 
And fix far deeper in his head their ſtings WR 
Then temp'ral-death ſhall bruiſe the victor's heel, — 
Or theirs wham he redeems, a death like ſleep, Wh 


A gentle wafting to immortal life, 435 
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Nor after reſurrection ſhall he ſtay 

Logger on Earth than certain times to — 

To his diſciples; men who in his life a 

Still follow d him; to them ſhall debates | 
To teach all nations what of him they learn d 449 
And his ſalvation, them who ſhall believe | 
Baptizing in the -profluent ſtream, the fgn _ . 

Of waſhing them from guilt of fun to life | 
Pure, and in mind prepar d, if ſo befal, \ 
For death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd. 445 
All nations they ſhall teach; for from that day 

Not only to the ſons of Abraham's loins _ 
Salratioa ſhall be preach' d, but to the fons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world ; 

So in his ſeed all nations ſhall be bleſt. 450 
Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he ſhall aſcend 

With victory, triumphing through the air 

Over his foes and thine; there ſhall ſurpriſe . 

The ſerpent, Prince of Air, and drag in chains 


Through all his realm, and there confounded leave; 


Then enter into/glory; and reſum 436 
His ſeat at God's right hand, exalted high' _ 
Above all names in Heav'n; and thence ſhall come, 
When this world's diſſolution ſhall be ripe, 
With glory' and-power to judge both quick and dead, 
To judge th' unfaithful dead, but to reward 461 
His faithful, and receive them into bliſſ, 
Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 
T ij 
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Shall all be paradiſe, far happier place 
Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 465 


So ſpake th' arcli-angel Michael, then paus'd, 
As at the world's great period; and our fire 
Replete with joy and wonder thus reply d. 
O Goodneſs infinite, Goodneſs immenſe! 
That all this good of evil ſnall produce, 470 
And evil turn to good; more wonderful | 
Than that which by creation firſt brought forth 
Light out of darkneſs! full of doubt I ſtand, 
Whether I ſhould repent me now of ſin 
By me done and occaſion'd,/or rejoice - 475 
Much more, that much more good thereof ſhall ſpring, 
To God more glory, more good will to men 
From God, and over wrath graec ſhall abound. 
But ſay, if our Deliverer up to Heav'n 
Muſt reaſcend, what will betide the few - 480 
His faithful, left among th* unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth? who then ſnall guide 
Vis people, who defend? will they not deal 
Worſe with his followers than with him they dealt? 
Be ſare they will, ſaid th' angel; but from Heav'n 
Ile to his own a Comforter will ſend, 436 
The promiſe of the Father, who ſhall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the law of faith 
Working through love, upon their hearts ſhall write, 
To guide them in all truth, and alſo arm 499 
With ſpiritual armour, able to reſiſt 
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Satan's aſſaults, and quench his ſiery darts, 
What man can do againſt them, not afraid, 
Though to the death, againſt ſuch cruelties 

With in ward conſolations recompens'd, 495 
And oft ſupported ſo as ſhall amaze ' --; 
Their proudeſt perſecutors : for the Spirit 

Pour d firſt on his Apoſtles, whom he ſends _ 

To' evangelize the nations, then on all 

Baptiz'd, ſhall them with wondrous gifts indue 500 
To ſpeak all tongues, and do all miracles, * 

As did their Lord before them. 'Thus they win 
Great numbers of each nation to receive 

With joy the tidings brought from Heav'h : at length 
Their miniſtry perform'd, and race well run, 505 
Their doctrin and their ſtory written left, 

They die; but in their room, as they forewarn, 
Wolves ſhall ſucceed for teachers, grievous wolves, 
Who all the ſacred myſteries of Heav'n 

To their own vile advantages ſhall turn 510 
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

With ſuperſtitions and traditions taint, 

Left only in thoſe written records pure, 

Though not but by the Spirit underſtood. 

Then ſhall they ſeek to' avail themſelves of names, 
Places, and titles, and with theſe to join 516 
Secular power; though feigning ſtill to act 
By ſpiritual, to themſelves appropriating 
The Spi'rit of God, promis'd alike and given 
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To all believers; and from that pretence, $20 
Spiritual laws by carnal power ſhall force 

On every conſcience; laws which none ſhall find 
Left them inrollV'd; or what the Spi'rit within 

Shall on the heart ingrave. What will they then 
But force the Spi'rit of Grace itſelf, and ** 53 
His conſort Liberty? what, but unbuild 
His living temples, built by faith to land, | 

Their own-faith not another's ? for on Earth 
Who againſt faith and conſcience can be heard 
Infallible ? yet many will preſume : 330 
Whence heavy perſecution ſhall ariſe | 

On all who in the worſhip perſevere + 

Of ſpi'rit and truth; the reſt, far greater part, 

Will deem in outward rites and ſpecious forms 
Religion ſatisfy d; Truth ſhall retire 53s 
Beſtuck with ſland' rous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely be found: ſo ſhall the world go on, 

To good malignant, to bad men benign, 


Under her own weight groaning, till the day 


Appear of reſpiration to the juſt, 549 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return | 
Of him ſo lately promis d to thy aid 

The Woman's Seed, obſcurely then foretold, 

Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 

Laſt in the clouds from Heav'n to be reveal'd 545 
In glory of the Father, to diflolve 

Satan with his perverted world, then raiſe 
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From the conflagrant maſs, purg'd and refin'd, 
New Heav'ns, new Earth, ages of endleſs date 
Founded in righteouſneſs and peace and love, $50 
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliſs. 
He ended; and thus Adam laſt reply'd. 
How ſoon hath thy prediction, Seer bleſt, 
Meaſur'd this tranſient world, the race of Time, 
Till Time ſtand ix d? beyond is all abyſs, 555 
Eternity, whoſe end no eye can reach. 
Greatly inſtructed I ſhall hence depart, 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this veſſel can contain; 
Beyond which was my folly to aſpire. 5360 
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is beſt, 
And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in his preſence, ever to obſerve 
His providence, and on him ſole depend, 
Merciful over all his works, with good 565 
Still overcoming evil, and by ſmall 
Accompliſhing great things, by things deem'd weak 
Subverting worldly ſtrong, and woxldly wiſe 
By ſimply meek; that ſuffering for truth's fake 
Is fortitude to higheſt victory, | 570 
And to the faithful death the gute of lifes 
Taught this by his example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleſt. 
To whom thus alſo th' angel laſt reply'd. - | 
This having learn'd, thou haſt attain'd the ſum 575 
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Of wiſdom; hope no high'er, though all the ſtars 
Thou knew'ſt by name, and all th' ethereal powers, 
All ſecrets of the deep, all Nature's works, 

Or works of God in Heav'n, Air, Earth, or ſea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoy dit, 580 
And all the rule, one empire; only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge anſwerable, add faith, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love, 

By name to come'call'd Charity, the foul” 

Of all the reſt: then wilt thou not be loath 585 
To leave this Paradiſe, but ſhalt poſſeſs | 

A paradiſe within thee, happier far. 

Let us deſcend now therefore from this top 

Of ſpeculation; for the hour preciſe 

Exacts our parting hence; and ſee the guards, 590 
By me incamp'd on yonder hill, expect 

Their motion, at whoſe front à flaming ſword, 

In ſignal of remove, waves fiercely round; 

We may no longer ſtay : go, waken Eve; 

Her alſo I with gentle dreams have'calm'd © 593 
Portending/goody and all her fpi'rits' compos'd 

To meek ſubmiſſion: thou at ſeaſdn fit 

Let her with thee partake hat thou haſt heard, 
Chiefly what may concern her faith to know, 

The great deliverance'by her ſeed to come 600 
(For by the woman's'ſeed) on all mankind : 

That ye may live, which will be many days, 

Both in one faith unanimous though ſad, 
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With cauſe for evils paſt, yet much more cheer d 
With meditation on the happy end. 605 
He ended, and they both deſcend the hill; 
Deſcended, Adam to the bower where Eve 
Lay ſleeping ran before, but found her wak'd ; 
And thus with words not ſad ſhe him receiv'd. 
Whence thou return'ſt, and whither went'ſt, I know; 
For God is alſo' in ſleep, and dreams adviſe, 611 
Which he hath ſent propitious, ſome great good 
Preſaging, ſince with ſorrow' and heart's diſtreſs 
Wearied I fell aſleep : but now lead on, 
In me is no delay; with thee to go, 615 
Is to ſtay here; without thee here to ſtay, 
Is to go hence unwilling; thou to me 
Art all things under Heav'n, all places thou, 
Who for my wilful crime art baniſh'd hence. | 
This further conſolation yet ſecure. : 620 
I carry hence; though all by me is loſt, | 
Such favor I unworthy am vouchſaf d, 
By me the promis'd Seed ſhall all reſtore. 
So ſpake our mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Well pleas'd, but anſwer'd not; for now too nigh 625 
Th' arch-angel ſtood, and from the other hill 
To their fix'd ſtation, all in bright array 
The cherubim deſcended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as evening miſt 
Ris'n from a river o'er the mariſh glides, 639 
And gathers ground faſt at the lab'rer's heel 
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Home ward returning. High in front advanc'd 
The brandiſh'd ſword of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a comet; which with torrid heat, 

And vapor as the Lybian air aduſt, 635 
Began to parch that temp'rate elime; whereat 

In either hand the haſt' ning angel caught 

Our ling' ring Parents, and to the eaſtern gate 

Led them direct, and down the cliff as faſt 

To the ſubjected plain; then diſappear d. 649 
They looking back, all th' eaſtern ſide beheld = 

Of Paradiſe, ſo late their happy ſeat, 

Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate 

With dreadful faces throng'd and fiery arms : 

Some natural tears they dropt, but wip'd them ſoon ; 
The world was all before them, where to chuſe 646 
Their place of reſt, and Providence their guide: 
They hand in hand, with wand'ring ſteps and flow, 
Through Eden took their ſolitary way. 
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